KARL, LOOK OUT! =—— i . ICH. | REQUIRE 
2 ~ | MEDICAL CARE. OUCH. 


NO WAY TO ODEE, 


>~ 


yl TAT LEAST THIS ISNT 
HULLNUTS. WHO RELEASED 
LNT WOO RELEASED EAA Cone to Hunt. | 


NICK! GET ME SOME... 1 DON'T KNOW, SASE. IF YOU WANT THE OAFA TO TALK 
DUCT TAPE AND HELILiMe SA FUNNY, JUST MESS WITH HER COMMBOK 


ALSO, KEEP YOUR HOME 
ve ) REMEDIES AWAY FROM MY PATIENT. 


OUR MEETING WAS NOT TO BE DODGED. 
THREE CUBIC METERS YOU ARE A FLYING HUMAN, AND YOU 
(OF HYDROGEN LATER. ‘ARE ALSO' A TAGON. 


‘NY SKIN 15 WHOLE AGAIN. 
REGAIN CIFT-BREATH. 


HSE GO I or vans 
no's 0 || BFE, HL 
ABLE TO DODGE.|} OUR TRAJECTORIES ARE STRICTLY BALLISTIC. 


YES! ALL YOUR FLIGHTS ARE DOOMED, 
‘AND YET YOU LAUNCH REPEATEDLY! 


WELL, THAT'S JUST HOW MOST 
EVERYTHING IN LIFE GOES, ISN'T IT2. 


I'S NOT MY COMPANY, BUT IF THE PRICE|| THE FACILITY 1S CURRENTLY INFESTED 
15 RloHT 2m SURE THEWD Love TO 00 Al WITH VERMIN. BUT WOU ARE RELATED 
SHOW OR TWO IN ANOTHER LOCATION, 1E GREAT CAPTAIN TAGON, 


Hiicee OF BATTLOPLareS 


My PEOPLE HAVE 4 LARGE FaciLIT = 
WITH ATTRACTIVE OPEN SPACI 
Stee 10 Employ Your COMPA THE VERMIN WOULD POSE NO 

OF ACROBATS FOR ENTERTAINMENT. CHALLENGE TO ONE SUCH AS HE. 


THAT OLD STORY? HAHT TBO NOT REFER TO TUNGUSEA. 
BY SON DIONT KILL THE TO WO) 


BEASTIES KILLED IT. 
AS HIS FATHER, 
CERTAINLY YOU 

[)(coutD FIND HIM TO 
P \\ EXTEND OUR... 


7 
BORWENS RECENTLY DESTROVED. 
TUNGUSKA, DARK MATTER RUMORS YET FLY, AND HOTLY. 


l/ DO YOU FLEE? ARE 
TROUBLES IMPENDING? 


IMPENDING, YES. 
THAT'S A GREAT 


CAL CRAB YOUR ao | | HER SHIFT DOESNT END UNTIL TER SIFT NZS NOW. || Ses GOMNA HAE To, 
ORFRIENG 4 TWENTY-ONE-HUNDRED, GENERAL] | OR HER LIFE AS | LET MARRIED: 


YES. TO AN 
INTERROGATION TEAM, 


> 


KATHRYN, ITS. THE UNS. LOST A BATTLEPLATE, WHAT ABOUT ME, AND YOU GET TO CHOOSE BETWEEN 
TIME 10 '6O, AND MM SON WAS INVOLVED. THE REST OF THE BEING "IN THE WIND” OR 
PU, CREW? Cs SLEVERAGE." 


(ON THEIR BALANCE SHEETS, T Att 
NOW A CRITICAL INTELLIGENCE ASSET. 


I CALLED BRISTLECONE, || THE CREW IS JOINING US. THEY'RE] | | BARRY'S BEEN PACKED TO LEAVE FOR A WHILE. THE CONTRACT 
SHELL ae aT THE HUB IN |] GRABEING JUNE-KITS NOW, HERE 18 SWEET, BUT HE NEVER REALLY WARMED UP TO THE 
THIRTEEN MINUTES 4 FACT THAT HE WAS BASICALLY A DANCING MRALL-COP. 


PRIDE GOETH 
BEFORE THE 
UNEMPLOYMENT, 


ST LOOKS UKE ERE ALL HEN; PLUS A_ MY SON 1S WARITED: BY THE: LINS) ANC THAT MAKES [HE PROBABLY INCLUDEEA Me, TM SUST 
‘COUPLE OF EXTRAS. IME, ANY OF HIS ASSOCIATES, AND ANY OF MY HERE TO SAY "HELLO" TO THAT 
WATS THE, ‘ASSOCIATES "PERSONS OF INTEREST.” ‘STOLEN SHIP OF YOURS. 


WAIT... A COUPLE OF EXTRAS? THERE 
SHOULD ONLY BE NICK'S FRIEND LIZ. 


MS, MURTAUGH, IF YOU'RE HERE TO || KARL, IF WE'RE GOING TO PLAY 
CAUSE TROUBLE, TM AFRAID I MAY | ROUGH, T'm AFRAID T MUST 
HAVE TO ASK Nick TO. INSIST ON FIRST NAMES, 
RESTRAIN YOU. 


= She soaked up Fire From point defenses on 
MEANWHILE, AT THE PARNASSUS OOM J) ihe way in, on the way through, and even 
‘SHIPYARD NEAR THE GALACTIC CORE on Hera back cae 


‘She took 
WE RAMMED A 
real pounding. ‘BATILEPLATE. 


1 WAS THERE 
FOR THAT. HOW 
LONG TO FIX HER? 


Uour A, ran the annies too hot.) || Neither of your primary 

She pratty much gutted thom annias will deliver mare 

heoping your shields up. than ten percont of 
their rated output. 


YOURE TRYING TO. 
SOFTEN ME UP FOR 
‘THE BAD NEWS. STOP IT. 


SO THE NEWS 15 
REALLY BAD. 
LET'S HEAR IT. 


Adding insult fo injury, @ lof oF energy 
still got through. The hull is. denatured 
in hoy points, amorphous layers have 

crystallized, crystalline layers have 


find than there's | [IM SORRY. WHEN T SAID] Ir will cost the price of 
the Fact that the |) ‘LETS Heag ir 7 mcaNT | a now ship, and it will 


entire ALT. bus is || TELL ME HOW MUCH IT | taka as long as it takes 
HE MOON ed ls aon 


YES, BUT HOW 
much TO FIK 112 


You're using the word 
“fix.” In this context, you 
want the word “recycte.* 


The ania plants are Please do. Especially Commander 
total loss. Everything Findrayasn’s lab, and Uioutonant Bibald’s 
aise is insignificant. “ant Farm.” Even smelters have standards. 


HEY, COULDN'T WE GET MORE MONEY OUT | Lot's consider the wisdom of opening @ museum || SELL THEM THAT, 
OF THE TOUCH-AND-GO AS A FLYING whose very existence offers so much offense PRIMLEGE? 


‘MUSEUM SHE KILLED A BATTLEPLATE, 
Lea the U5. would cheerfully destroy it ab their 


A == earliest conveniance. 


I'm squandering 
political capital just 
talking to you. 


TIVE NEVER SEEN ANYBODY SPEND 
MONEY HERE, THIS LITLE 
UTOPIA DOESN'T 
USE MONEY. 


YOU'RE RIGHT. BUT 
TVE LEARNED A 
DARK SECRET. 


OFFICERS’ BR. 
MELLON, PARNASSUS DOM. 


IS NOT THE SAME AS 
“EVERYTHING IS 
FREE" 


I?'S NOT WORTH 

MUCH, EVEN AS 
SALVAGE, AND We 
ARE FLAT BROKE. 


HAVE TT, WE ARE OFFICIALLY A 
MERCENARY COMPANY WITHOUT A SHIP. 


CERTAINLY PETEY MADE YOU SOME 
SORT OF AN OFFER 


‘A TRADE, OR BARTER? SERVICES, IN 
EXCHANGE FOR A SWEET, WEAPON- 
STUDDED HULL? 


HE OFFERED US ALL A 
COMFORTABLE RETIREMENT, IN 
EXCHANGE FOR US NOT DOING 
ANYTHING VIOLENT, DANGEROUS OR 
EXCITING FOR THE REST OF OUR LIVES. 


THE WAY PETEY TOLO It, OuR [J] HE'S STILL FIGHTING SOME SORT 
PROBLEM IS THAT We GANTT > OF HIGH-ENERGY WAR WITH THE 
GrFeR Tam ANYTHING SNOROMEDAN PAANUR 


the 1 emaNeD 
We dese ee 
wee ony usu. cop (lum 2'.9r GeeRaice mene) 


ene Stee ke Seely 
fants Se seouery ores ASSESSIENT OF Te QESULTS 


People need to stop building 
Weapons out oF the 

places we're securing 

and supplying. 


WASN'T OUR FAULT" STILL 
DOESN'T PLAY WELL ON A RESUME. 


‘SO, NO SHIP, AND 
NO Joa OFFERS. 
CAPTAIN... WHAT 
80 You'waNT 


BUT SIR, DOING DANGEROUS, 
VIOLENT, EXCITING THINGS 1S’ 
WHO YOU AREF 


|] | ME? WELL. Tm SERIOUSLY 
}}) Consivesinve "me 
J || RETIREMENT OFFER 


TRUE. BUT NOT 
HAVING DANGEROUS, VIOLENT, 
EXCITING THINGS DONE BACK 
[AT ME IS STRANGELY APPEALING. 


dofing “playing at” as “involving mysale in, 


the answer is “avarything’ 


Are you going to 
answer mg question? 


That's nob what | meant, and P ing big [1 8" Mung To Fake a band ar 
u know ie.| \ Yes! Youre sneaky tha’ way! Sometting big career sociopaths out 


Lat is up, and you're trying to manipulate us. of circulation, 
Bene 


You want to know 
what ulterior motive I 

have For offering your 

captain and his company 

@ comfortable retirement. the answer, but hare it is: 


Sargeant, I'm talking |] (Oh, | know. Most of Tagon's troops are|| “Career sociopaths.” | Ji Right. They sound awFul. 
about you: good at what they clo, but | am his 
toolbox oF mayhem. I'm the go-to 
guy For taking down this band 


‘oF Whatchamacall'ems, 


Sergeant, whan I said “I'm talking about ‘That sounds like a lot less Fun for me than 
you," T meant “you ara ane of the careor 
sociopaths I wish to remove 


Fram circulation.” 


Petey, | don’t understand. Why || Uou do things that T chose the words “career” and 
don’t you want us working |] "you enjoy, and 5 A “sociopath” very carefully. Shall 
anymore? Don't we dO] which pay wll. T get you @ dictionary? 


WHAT DO YOU THINK? SHOULD WE 
‘TAKE THE RETIREMENT PACKAGE? 


fe © 
E 


Z 


£ 


SUT 1 DONT THINK WED 
is ne Moons Hee 
a aA 


ts 


IF THE CAPTAIN RETIRES, T 
THINK HE WILL BE LEAVING 
YOU AND ME IN JOINT 
COMMAND OF 

THE COMPANY. 


‘A COMPANY WITH NO SHIP, 
NO CAPITAL, AND VERY 
POWERFUL ENEMIES. 


TRUE, BUT WE STILL HAVE 
‘ARHOR, WEAPONS, AND. 
PROSPECTS. DO YOU WANT 
TO HIDE HERE FOR THE 
REST OF YOUR LIFE? 


‘THAT DEPENDS. HOW LONG OF A 
LIFE ARE WE TALKING ABOUT? 


Ennesby, iF you're thinking 
about the rofirement package, 
you might alsa considar 
joining the Fleatmind, 


That's just cosmatic. 
Is not as if Tve 

Somehow chained the 
ofhors within mysolf. 


T's not very appealing. 
The only intalligance T 
sa around here is you. 


You should know 

better than most that 

‘outward manifastations oF ee 

avatars are a poor indicator |] Oh, hush. Ho's talking about 
of what's going on inside, |} mu career as a boy band. 


I CAN'T BELIEVE YOU LET HER 
(ON BOARO! WEREN'T YOU 
LISTENING? 


EARTH-LUNA 


UNAFFILIATED THIS MURTAUGH LADY 


IS DANGEROUS. SHE TRIED 10 

DESTROY THIS SHIP WHEN SHE REALIZED. 

THE LITTLE VENTURA GIRL HAD 
COMPROMISED IT. 


SHE USED TO BEA RENT-A- J SHE WAS THE HEAD RENT-A-COP, AND SHi 
COP IN THRALL TO A Hab vee WHOLE TEAR WOUND AROUND | THANK YOU, KATHI, T WAS LISTENING, YOURE 
ORUG KINGPIN! THE FINGER OF A ROGUE UNS, REPEATING YOURSELF NOW, 

FIELD OPERATIVE! > 


YOU CONVINCED ME OF THE MOST 
IMPORTANT THING: THAT MURTAUGH. 
WAS NOT A UNS. OPERATIVE HERSELF. 


‘BUT YOU DID HAVE HE WORRIED THAT WITH YES, THOUGH T DOUBT MURTAGH 15 THE 
HER KNOWLEDGE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT SO THis IS A LESSER OF LESSER OF ANYTHING SHE SETS 
PROCEDURES SHE COULD BRING THE POLICE TWO EVILS THING: HER MIND TO, 

DOWN ON US, AND CELAY OUR DEPARTURE. 


THIS SHIP IS WAY BETTER THAN AND A KITCHEN! MILITARY- || GOO? JOB ON THE |) 1 DIDN'T ExacTLY)/ 11's OKAY TO TELL 
ANY GUS WE'VE OWNED. FORGET )I] Grape FIXTURES, GREAT TRADE-UP, KATHRYN. J | TRADE UP, THEM YOU STOLE IT. 
RECLINING SEATS, THERE ARE USE OF SPACE... YOU COULD | 

ACTUAL BUNKS UPSTAIRS! FEED A PLATOON IN HERE. 


YOU WOULD HAVE US CALL 
Ie ELSE'S SHIP WITHOUT THEIR 
‘OPEN FOR SUGGESTIONS. 


in 


— ( 
> I DID NOT STEAL \ 
THIS SHIP, MS. MURTALGH. 


T DIDN'T WANT TO RIDE ALONG! 
PARA AND THE OTHERS WERE 
TAKING THIS SHIP, BUT I 
WAS HEADING FOR OUR aus, 


NO, THE BUS YOU PAID GOOD MONEY 
FOR GOT COMMANDEERED AND THEN 
‘CONVERTED INTO ENERGY, 


I DION'T STEAL THIS SHIP. I 
WAS JUST RIDING ALONG. 
WITH THE PERSON WHO DID. 


HEY! WE PAID 
GOOD MONEY 
FOR THAT BUS! 


You sHoT 
(OUR BUS AND BLEW IT UP. 


‘BRISTLECONE WAS THE 
ONLY RIDE T COULD FIND. 


THIS SOUNDS LIKE A 
EASCINATING STORY. 


THAT DISTINCTION DOESN'T 
PLAY WELL WITH THE LAW, 


THE TOUGHS' EMPLOYER BUILT A 
REPLACEMENT BUS FOR ME. KNOCKED 
IT OUT Quick. 


YEAH. I WANTED TO SURPRISE YOU GUYS. THAT 
NEW BUS WAS SWEET. MORE LIKE A TEN-METER 


SX 
Our skrina 


SO THAT'S WHAT WAS 
GOING ON WHEN YOU SAID 
YOU WERE WAITING ON REPAIRS? 


LWAS ON MY WAY BACK HERE, 
BUT 1. GOT COMMANDEERED AGAIN. 
AND AGAIN, THE BUS WAS A CASUALTY. 


WE'D BE SURPRISED NOW, BUT 
YOU DELIVERED THAT LIKE A 
RUNNING GAG, 


THE WAY I SEE IT, KATHRYN, ] 
SOMEBODY OWES'US A 

NeW 8U6. 4 
FZ eg 


COLLISION ON AN ELEVATED ROADWAY. = guarel rail? Petey usually builds 
Got the tree, got the tub, got the... 17 


ae 
Co 
-_ 


things safer than that. ). 


Noxt time, maybe T'll lot 
you Fall a litle Farther. 


Wait... does that mean 
that’ if | go over the 
rail again, you wor’ 
catch me as soon? 


T may have 
misspakan. 


This Fall was kind of Fun, || COOH | just thought 
but it wasn't long enough. |] up the best game oF 
tag EVER! 


I dofinitoly 
misapoho. 


Next ima T will catch you 
boFore you clear the rail 


LIEUTENANT. 
PIBALD, ARE 


BUT I.. 1 THINK MY 
SANT FARM WENT 
OVER THE EDGE. 


YOU MEAN YOUR COLONY 
OF BOOMEX ASSEMBLERS? 


IT TAKES A HECK OF A 
SMACK TO SET THAT STUFF 
OFF, BUT IT'S A PRETTY 
LONG WAY COWN. 


‘GRAY IS GENERATED. 
HERE. T HAVE NO IDEA 
WHERE “DOWN" REALLY IS. 


010 1 Just BLOW 


ARE YOU WORRIED 
ABOUT DAMAGES, OR 
‘ARE YOU KEEPING SCORE? 


EVEN FROM THIS 
I UNDERSTAND. FAR AWAY IT WAS 


hon I realized 
what was in that Falling 
container, I datormined that 
th safest course oF action 
was ta datonate it. 


T recorded the event From 
six different angles. 


YOU CAN SEE 
INTO MY SOUL! 


WORD wr 


Young people wha need to 

stop touching the hot stave. 
> GP m 

G3 ; ¢ 


FROM YOUR leat 
PEON LYS || People, obvious. 
S| OR ARE WE = 
se > ) 
2) 


Cortainty, 
Roverend. 


| PETEY, 1 WANT TO RETIRE 

| HERE, ‘BUT T EXPECT TO BE 
TREATED LIKE AN ADULT, 
NOT A CHILD. 


SO EVENTS LIKE THE RECENT || Nobody olse Figured that 
CHAIN OF TINY MANIPULATIONS | aut. Uou're vary astute, 
THAT DESTROYED PI'S 

EXPLOSIVES WON'T CONSTANTLY 

SE SHATTERING MY ILLUSIONS 

OF FREE AGENCY? 


‘OH, NO. YOU KNEW WE'D BE 
HAVING THIS CONVERSATION, 


WHAT'S GOING TO Traditionally, enemy spies are \]] Tm SURE UNS, INT-AFF-INT WOULO 
HAPPEN TO We? Tl axccuted, exchangad For othor || | GE YOU SOMETHING FOR ME. 
spies, of traded For political 
capital, But I don't da 
executions, and you 
saran’t worth much 


SE Thay won't grant ma 
PARNASSUS DOM, THE OUTED, DE-FANGED ‘an alliance, and T already have 


access to more information than 


INT-AFF-INT AGENT PARA "USAR" VENTURA. fous ueukd haven oko 


THEN YOU KNOW Th Ah, home! That place that no place is 
NO THREAT. Tm NOT like. The place where your heart 
AN ENEMY, EITHER. 
UST SEND Me HOME, 


stalk about 
“home” For a 


T took the fiberty of scanning 
you rathar thoroughly. I Found 

@ shapad charge making 
up mast oF your Fourth 
cervical vertabrag. 


is, and your hat hangs. 


T removed it and placed it 
in a not-accessible chamber. 
Fitter Fourteen minutes and 
fwenhy seconds a hypernat 
Packat arrived and tha 
charge exploded. 


Conclusion: they hope you're dead. IF T 
send you home thoy'll be disappointed, 
and then thoy'll mindrip you in a vain 
attompt to ascertain which of thar 


Precious not-so-secrols you 
spilled while in my care. 


WATT... WHICH J] 
SECRETS DID 
T SPILL? 


The tiny intelligence agency Jg| IF thay catch up with you, they'll interrogate } 
you used fo work For is you, and your connection with their Internal 
fhe east of your worries. Affairs Intelligence will be revealed, 


I 00 HAVE CONSCIENCE ENOUGH TO 
) FEEL GUILTY FOR THAT IN ADVANCE, 


‘AND AFTER THE 
MOROKWENG 
INCIDENT, THAT 
COULD TRIEGER 
‘A CIML WAR IN 
SOL SYSTEM 


srtic LI Tt wouldn't 
ry has: you an retard TS would Frauble you much, trouble you 
‘as part of Tagon’s rostor. since you wouldn't live to seo it, much, T said. 


Filmast certainly. Not that 


The safest thing Obviously. But For Y THAT'S || You played the part of the }} | OKAY, NO. THAT WAS 
For you to do is everyone alsa’s 4 SING!" | responsible, couraguous LAYING IT ON THICK, 
patriot ance. 


Your rotiramant is an 
oxtansion oF that rola, 

only with hobbios lika’ Find fhat is a nice 
“painting” and “pedagogu.” segue into painting. 


Ait I A PRISONER? ARE YOU Jal IF I datainad and contained 
PUTTING ME UNDER SOME everyone whose choices: 
Ree OR HOUSE Aaa TO) could hurt others I would 
need ta build @ much, much 
larger ring oF citivs. 


KEEP THE GALAXY SAFE? 


I CAN'T HELP BUT NOTICE 


You are Free to go, 
but perhaps you 
should hurry. 


|) PARNASSUS DOM, IN THELAB OF RETIRED 
CAPTAIN KEVYN PRIME ANDREVASN.. 


Se] MISTER ANDREVASN, 


Van CAN T INTERRUPT? 


WAAAIT.... AREN'T YOU THE 
LITLE ROBOTICIST WHO 
SAVED TAGON AND 
COMPANY? 


“LITTLE 
Rogonicist 
T GUESS mY 
REPUTATION 
PRECEDES IE. 


AFTER BETRAYING THEM AND 
ALMOST GETTING THEM ALL KILLED? 


LETS JUST LEAVE IT AT 
e SLITILE ROBOTICIST” THEN, 


YOU RETIRED | AFTER A FASHION. PETEY'S MATH. PHYSICS. SAVING ALL BARYONIC LIFE IN 
HERE, RIGHT? GOT ME LOOKING AT WHAT KIND WORMHOLE 
Qs sone Stuer FoR Him | Be sro MORRHOLE EXTINGTION. 


MoT] = 
moe lige = 


PETEY IS TRYING TO GET 
INE AND EVERYBODY ELSE 
TO RENRE, BUT THAT'S 
JUST ANOTHER NAME 
FOR *HOUSE ARREST." 


‘OBVIOUSLY THAT'S A PLOY TO GET 
ALL OF YOu TO 00 SOMETHING 
HE NEEDS CONE, 


YES, GUT HE DOESN'T TREAT 
YOU THAT WAY, HE GIVES YOU 
IMPORTANT THINGS TO WORK ON, 


HE TRUSTS ME. I SAVED THE 
GALANY FROM A FORTY 
THOUSAND-YEAR-OLD PLOT 
TAID BY DARK MATTER 
INTELLIGENCES, 


SEE, MY NEXT QUESTION WAS 
‘GOING TO BE "HOW CAN T 
GET TREATED THAT WAY?" /] 


| 
tj b) 
YUP. THAT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN A GOOD QUESTION, 


FINE. ASSUMING SHE'S STILL ALIVE, 


UNS. INTERNAL AFFATRS INTELLIGENCE | ( AGENT USAR _Asgutine Stes STL, ALE, 
COWHONLY REFERRED TOAS INT-AFE-INT.. | ) {AS BEEN, 


‘THE FLEETMIND 
15 SCARY-SMART. 


ae epeosn nr 
ESCAPED PETEY'S ATTENTION. AFTER THE TOUGHS OUTED ‘I DON'T THINK IT'S UP TO US 


USAR AND POPPED ALL OF "ONG 
HER CUSTOM DENTAL WORK. TO. CONTAN TU ANY oe 


HE SHOULO HAVE KNOWN 
THAT I'D NEED TO PICK 
UP AND RUN. 


T 500, Your valuation of another party's: 
Secrecy is based upon whother or not thoir 
kooping of @ particular secret serves your 
‘own intorasts, 


Goneral, we will be able ta teraport in three 
hours, 12 thora somaplaco you would tka 
to go’ 


PARNASSUS DOM 
I NEED TO HAVE WORDS 
WITH RY BOY FOR KEEPING SECRETS. 


WHO HAS THAT MUCH 
MONEY LYING AROUND 


Tf ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE THE UNS. 
BY FLEEING ABOARD A SHIP THEY 
PAID FOR? 


Indeed. Mistross 
Uontura called in a 

Favor, and purchased 
mg From Sanctum 
Fidrait. 


Given your position on the keeping 
of secrets, it might be appropriate 
For you to’ know how T was 
liborated. 


1 HEARD, THE 
VENTURA GIRL HAD A 
GO AT YOUR BACKUP, AND 
"RESTORED" YOU AS A FREE AGENT. 
THEN SOME MONEY CHANGED HANDS. 


intelligence agency 
Bara worked For. 


Wwe! 
Isn't irony dalicious? 


YOU _KNEW THIS, YOU KNEW 
‘THAT BRISTLECONE WAS 
PURCHASED BY UNS, 
INTELLIGENCE, 


WELL! TT WOULD SEEM THE FRIGHTENED INEBRIATE 
HAS YET TO_ASK A GUESTION, AND HAS 
FORGOTTEN WHAT I SAID ABOUT 
NON-DISCLOSURE. 


4 


oh HaPry FOR, BUT GIVE ME FIFTY 0 YOU KNOW SOMETHING 


PARNASSUS DOM, YOU. T REALLY AM, YEARS HERE, AND T may || PO YOU b 


BARAD MELLON... HAVE A SENSE OF IT. 


La ea 
BEEN LIKE TO BE Many things. Find I 
Tew one er 


PETEY HAS MADE IT PRETTY 
CLEAR THAT IT'S NOT SAFE 
FOR ME TO LEAVE. 


Not-F-Gear misstatos 
or misunderstands. 


Bigase join ma, Mistress, find 
rocruit the young Tagan to 
join you. 


Ha is voanurcoruy IA 4 
and T wish to observe the 
Father and the son together. 


DON'T BE RIDICULOUS. 
CAPTAIN TAGON HATES 
ME. A LOT. T CANT 
RECRUIT Hit 


— TV'S BARREN DOWN )( Maybe it would be 
BARAD MELLON IN Wf icy, saRGE. GREAT VIEW, HUH? THERE, BUT I THINK ‘cool to suit up 
a 


11S BRETT. and go exploring. 


But Peteu's Fabbers are All| see are the bright lights of a 
rnining like crazy, 0 it's bilion places Ill never ao. 

too cangero 

won't le us 


LONG AMORPHS Live, 
BUT T DON'T THINK 
YOu'o WAKE IT TO 
A BILLION PLACES 


Maye nob. Bub iF | 
weren't stuck here, || KE MAGE 
Tet I cou make 

it to ab least 

one oF ‘em. 


That's not 
even a star. 
It's a ship. 


YES, SERGEANT, YOU 
CAN COME ALONG. 
THERE MAY EVEN BE A 

MISSION INVOLVED, 


Can | bring my plasgun2 
CERTAINLY. 


CAN 1 TRUST 
YOUR TRIGGER 
DISCIPLINE? 


Probably not. 


NO OFFENSE, SERGEANT, || He doesn't We need to trick him He's wily, but iF | get the drop 
Bur TH ONLY TRUST YOU } ike you very)\ “faust me. J Ineo coming along! on him I'can have fim aboard in 
WITH YOUR WEAPONS IF og tien ieee. 

CAPTAIN TAGON COMES 

ALONG, 


AND T'M CERTAIN THAT'S 
WRONG APPROACH. 


Hey, Captain! Your dad is ||NO WAY. I DON'T CARE WHAT THE MISSION 15, TIF you're retired you're not ]] 
Did! you ‘hear coming back || 1 OON'T WANT YOU GOING ALONG WHERE the boss oF me. 
the news? YOU_CAN ACCIDENTALLY INCINERATE 73 


My FATHER. 


"6 ‘Specs, schematics, find your handbrain is 
= and abridged logs in the hip pocket oF 
— | es, Tagan? ‘are on your our trousers 
handbrain now, sir. 
L@) 7 


MY DAD IS COMING 
BACK WITH BRISTLECONE T 
NEED SPECS ON THAT SHIP, 


Captain Tagan, what You are allowing yourselr 
exactly are you doing? to bo manipulated, 
Captain. 


ASSEMBLING A TEAM FOR A 
BUG HUNT OF SOME SORT. 


BUT HE GOT ME OUT OF THE HOT 
TUB YOU MANIPULATED ME INTO, $0 
TM CUTTING Hii ONE BUG HUNTS 
WORTH OF SLACK. 


(SERGEANT scriock \\ 
MANAGED TO PUSH ALL 


OF MY BUTTONS AT ONCE, 


Captain, please. Don't No subHety now. | IF I've divinad this mission profile |/ fis much as I didn’t help you 

Fake this mission. Bristlacone fs tiny, | correctly, you will be out of roach |\ thore, hora I would be holping 
and you hava | of any assistance I might provide, ou oven lass, 
large enemas. 


IS THIS MORE MANIPULATION? i LIKE THE ASSISTANCE YOU IK 1 AMM EXCITED TO SEE 
\. 


REVERSE PSYCHOLOGY, MAYBE? PROVIDED AT CREDOMAR AND OISRI? WHAT THAT LOOKS LIKE, 


T have run 
hundreds of strat-tac 
‘anaiyses For Sanctum Fidroit. 


We have limited information on the 
Gata, so the risk/bonofit calculation 
includes a thick layer of Uncertainty 
Fudge, but I romain confidant in the 
conclusion, 


IVE READ MORE 
ANALYSES THAN 1 
CARE TO COUNT, 

AND THIS IS ARONG 

‘THE VERY BEST. 


Thank you, General, That 
moans a lot to mo. 


THERE IS, HOWEVER, THE 
GLARING OMISSION OF ACTUAL 
NAMES IN THE MISSION ROSTER. 


 racruil il ‘OAFAN AMBASSADOR, AND I'M TELLING 
an asset column, I took your recruiting skills and RASSAGOR, AND J'A TELLING 


Ioadership into account. NOT DONG THIS 


T understand. Find while avan the bost-trained SEE, THAT'S WHERE THE CALCULATION 
humans can naver truly be reduced to statistics in FALLS APART. I SAID *NO® TO THE 
{\ 
Q 


Your presence ensures that the statod 
asset value will be mat or exceeded. 


Tih IN, AND Ive GOT A Team Tm || IF AWBODY NEEDS pcchawn 
youre vor|| (nor lerfine You Play menceuaer || Hee neers you, |] jq,p@,zsaat colum Ia 
GOING ANNIE, WITMOUT Some exeERT HELD, ||" SON. AND DONT 
‘No NENT Tai YOURE ROUNG 


NO ARGUMENTS, IN TO MY CABIN, 


‘AND YOU NEEO A PROPER 
AVATAR T CAN LOOK IN THE 
EYE WHEN T SAY SHUT UP. 


SERGEANT, STOW YOUR GEAR, AND THEN 
JOIN ME ON THE GANGPLANK. 


ae, Well done, Mistress. 
Fem Wiclcome aboard 


‘QUARTERS ARE TIGHT. WE HAVE TO LIMIT 
THIS TRIP TO TROOPS ON THIS ROSTER, 


WAIT... BETTER QUESTION. 
ON WHOSE AUTHORITY, ‘ 
1S 17 Low? THAT 

/ DIDN'T TAKE 


Topped oFF, 


Aboard. Commanders Findrayasn 
sir. But 


and Foxworthy hava secured 
the lavator, and are stawing 
essontials now, 


T look Forward to serving ¢ | 
with you, Habe Tagan, S| 


[1 OUTSTANDING. HOW'S 
THE CARGO COMING?, 


Mt 


HAS YOUR mess 
BEEN RESTOCKED? 
WE HAVE TWENTY-FIVE 
MOUTHS TO FEED. 


Ps 
~ 


WE'RE BRINGING BARRY'S || ALEXIA MURTAUGH, FORMERLY |] My additions to your 
AERIALISTS WITH US, THE | OF SANCUM ADROIT IS ALSO | Tabla of Organization 
PaRKATA uRgarsu on [|| COMING wITH Us. ‘and. Equipment wil 

i SORTS NOTED, bo holpful. Trust me. 


i 


SINCE WHEN 00 We LET 


IF I WANTED TO TRUST AN AI. TO MAKE 
DECISIONS FOR the, 1D STAY HERE ON THe 


That option 
ia'sHil opan, on RERON stONES, 


THE Al. DICTATE THE TOE? 


Captain. BOY, IT'S YOUR CALL, 


T can only care 


BRISTLECONE! For the ones 


WE'RE LEAVING! ‘OF iY FRIENDS, . 
you're not hauling, 
with you. 


3 SO MUCH FOR YOUR DEEP INSIGHT 
0 EET aBLATION 


WHY DID YOU WANT SO. 
BADLY FOR THEM 
To Leave? 
é 


A vast and perilous 
gulf las bolween knowing 
how pooplo will act, and 
golting tham to act differant. 


point where I could 
‘only keep him 
hore by Force. 


HAS THE PLENIPOTENT PROTO- 
GOD DISCOVERED HUMILITY? 


Sure. I muscled right 
through it and discoverod 
“awesome” on the other side. 


ABOARD BRISTLECONE.. 


Terenorting now, 3 
Haft Tagan. 


20 You HAVE AN 
AVATAR? TALKING 
TO THE WALLS HAS 
NEVER WORKED FOR ME, 


T do nat, Haff Tagan. | WELL NEVER MIND. TF aiprag. yes 


SOREN BAER anion 

Us 

YOU LIKE THEM, BUT I’M NO. 
aes 


Tam willing to call 
hor “Captain.” 


NO NAVIGATION BEACONS. NO- 
“VERY DANGEROUS ARRAY." 


= ——| 
Sa Gl 


Vou have instruments. 
Tk is not as if you 
are blind, Commander 


TGRISTECONE, YOUVE TAKEN US 
INTO THE DARK MIDDLE OF 


‘GRAV-SPEC 15 SHOWING US A 
LATE-SEQUENCE OWARF JUST 
‘OFF THE SYSTEM'S CENTER-OF- 
GRAMTY. A VERY LOW-MASS 
STAR ORBITS AT HALF A 
BILLION  KLICKS, 


WONDER IE A 

SUPER-IUPITER GOT SHOCKED 
INTO THE STELLAR CYCLE BY THE 
DEATH-THROES OF THAT OWARF? 


STEP AWAY FROM THE INSTRUMENTS, 
HONEY, YOU NEED TO SEE THIS 
WITH YOUR EYEBALLS, 


Yup. STELLAR 
REMNANT NEBULA 
THIS PLACE IS 
EAD. 


WELL, IT LEFT A 
BEAUTIFUL CORPSE. 


= }] | HIDING FROM YOUR |) INSPECTING THE YOU CAN'T INSPECT ANY OF THOSE 
‘BRESTLECONE TOPDECK, ELEMENTS VERY WELL WITHOUT THE 
GUN SPACE ONE. DIAGNOSTIC KIT. 


‘AND I CAN'T 00 
TT AT ALL WHILE 
BEING TALKED AT. 


PLEASE, CAPTAIN. THIS USED. 
TO BE’ MY SHIP. T KNOW HER 
HIDEY-HOLES, 1’ PLEASED 
YOU FOUND THIS ONE. 


YOU AND 7 HAVE A 
LOT IN COMMON 
RIGHT NOW. 


YOU'RE HERE BECAUSE VENTURA OUT-FOXED 
YOU SO. HARD YOU BROKE, I'M JUST HERE 
BECAISE HAD NOTHING BETTER TO 00. 


las ii (| 
> 
AD EE og cans | 
XEN |e | 


WE BOTH WANT ANSWERS. 


BEMOANING THE POVERTY OF PALATE DID MY HAT GIVE ME AWAY, OR 
warsmascone ureee ||| to anisn ak auromeres Wao 20H. |B Wi SOEs dG 
DECK, COMPANY MESS. S 


@r 


DISPENSER OF COMESTIBLES WILL COOKING YOURSELF? 


“POVERTY OF PALATE 
SOUNDED AWFULLY 
SCHEFFY" TO ME. 


THE SERVICE PAD IS GONE, AND 
IT'S BEEN HAMMERED ON PRETTY 
HARO, GUT T KNOW THIS THING. 


TH'S A COMEST-I-SPENSE 
MODEL THO. 


WELL... MOST OF IT. |] I DON'T KNOW 
THE Hoppers Have, |] WHAT WITH, 
BEEN SWAPPED Our. AL THOUGH, 


1 MEAN, I GUESS THOSE MIGHT HAVE BEGUN 
LIFE AS'gIG AMMO MAGAZINES, 


“MAXIM 23: THE 
COMPANY MESS AND FRIENDLY 
FIRE SHOULD BE EASIER TO TELL APART. 


YOU'VE STUDIED 
FOOD SERVICES, 
THEN? 


NO. COMPARATIVE 
GAL-WEST LIT, WITH 
AN EMDHASIS 

ON MEMETIC 
TERRANISH, 


w 


Se 


MY BOYFRIEND 
DIDN'T GET OFF 
WHEN WE DOCKED, 
SO 1 DION'T GET 
OFF EITHER. 


FOR THE LOVE OF 
EVERYTHING SWEET AND 
SAVORY, WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING HERE® 


OH NO... I'm A 
CAMP FOLLOWER! 


SHHH! YOU ARE MY ASSISTANT, 
no We SK Ren THOSE che 
BO (“ito ticaos wee Never SPOKEN. 


I'VE GOT HER PEGGED AS A 
KNIGHT ERRANT, A RONIN. SHE'S 
‘A SULLIED PALADIN GUESTING 

FOR REDEMPTION. J 


‘SHE'S NOT UNS. INTEL, 
AND SHE'S NOT TRYING: 
TO STEAL THIS SHIP 

BACK, 


Pare eee 
ABER TEC OES ‘ARE YOU KIDDING ME? 


——g DAD, SHE'S A 
MaKe HER A’ ‘COMPLETE UNKNOWNE 


SERGEANT, 


J ceamenen, 
Tt STANOING 
BETWEEN YOU. 


HOW CAN YOU 
POSSIBLY KNOW, 
THAT? 


LISTENING 10 
EVERY WORD, 
‘BOYS, 


Tt OLD, AND I'm SMART 
‘ABOUT A FEW THINGS. 


YES, BUT WE'RE TALKING 
ABOUT YOU. NOT TO YOU. 


THEN TIL TALK TO YOU. START ME AS 
A SERGEANT, T'LL SHADOW ANOTHER 
NGO. UNTIL 7 KNOW THE 

COMPANY ROPES, 


SANCTUM MAIORI EXCREMENTUM, 
ISN'T SCHLOCK THE VIOLENT BLOB) 
WITH THE PLASMA CANNON? 


CHIEF WARRANT THURL 

COULDN'T COME ALONG, 
THE HIGHEST-RANKING: 
NCO. ON BOARD IS 
SERGEANT SCHLOCK. 


NOW HE'S THE VIOLENT 
BLOB HOLDING YOUR 
ROPE. SERGEANT. 


COMMANDER ANOREYASN | EXCELLENT. PAYDAY DOESN'T 7 GETTING PAID BY OUR CLIENTS CAN 
SORRY. 1’ TALKING ABOUT i 
Fae your A “7 || em COM: Jf THE cules bays | ~\ MY CHALLENGE COW, trans ay PROBLEM oe 
00? US, MURTAUGH, 


THAT'S MY PROBLEM, 


0 YOU SERIOUSLY NOT 
KNOW WHAT A CHALLENGE 
COIN 1S? 


WHEN 1 CAME UP 
THROUGH CDS. THEY NEVER 
CALLED ANYTHING THAT. 


MAYBE IT'S A TERMINOLOGY — || I GOT A PATCH, 
THING, WERE YOU cvER Issuco ]| A SERVICE BOLT, 
TROOP TOKENS? UNIT ‘AND A TATTOO: 

MEDALLIONS? ATTA-BUCKS? 

COMPANY... I DON'T KNOW, 

COASTERS? 


THAT LAST ONE MIGHT BE INCONVENIENT TO 
FLASH AT THE BAR 


TSAI 
“MIGHT BE." 


‘T KNEW C.0S. WAS ANTI-TRADITION, 
Bur WHAT THEY'VE DONE TO You, 
AND DONE THROUGH You TO 
YOUR COMPANY? IT'S EXECRABLE. 


SOME RANDOM BOILERPLATE 
UNDER IT. 


WE NEED 10 MINT 

THIS COMPANY SOME 
COINAGE, AND TM HEADED 
DOWN TO CARGO ANYWAY. 


SHARPE ALL 1 SEE IS A 
ROUND THING BEING HELD 
BY A BRAND NEW HEADACHE. 


BRISTLECONE CARGO DECK, ONE | | 
COIN-PRESS LATER. ia 
f 


THIS WAY WHEN COINS GET 
SLAPPED ON THE BAR, Tm 
NOT THE ONE BUYING THE 
ROUND OF DRINKS. 


A METAL DISC WITH YOUR 
SILHOUETTE ON IT, SIR HOW CAN 
1ONOR’ 


mn 
=a >) 
yee, 


THAT'S RIDICULOUS, 4 
Ti NOT GOING TO guy 
YOu A DRINK JUST BECAUSE 
DON'T HAVE THE SAME 
METAL DISC YOU BO, 


WAIT. GRUNTS 
WITHOUT ONE OF THESE 
HAVE TO BUY DRINKS? 


KEN, HAVE 1 
EVER PUNCHED YOUR CLONE 
IN THE NOSE FOR THIS LOGO? 


ies SS 
THE RELOADER CAN 
PRINT MONEY. WHO KNEW? 


ON Sane cL STA, Al 


a 


WILL OO. I ASSUME YOU WANT, 


NUMBERS ON THEM 


THREE-DIGIT SERIALS 
MURTAUGH'S WAS O01." 


SURE. NUMBER THEM. AND 
GIVE ME NUMBER “COO. 
7 —_ 


(ONE SERIALLY MINTED 
SET OF COINS LATER. 


‘COMMANDER ANDREYASN 
HAS ISSUED EACH OF 
YOU A SHINY 

THING. 


THE NEWLY-RECRUITED SERGEANT MURTAUGH 
TELLS ME THEY ARE “CHALLENGE COINS” Th 
SURE SHE'LL EXPLAIN THEM TO THE 

REST OF YOU, 


BUT NOT NOW. WE'RE APPROACHING THE COORDINATES 
‘OUR CLIENT PROVIDED. IT'S A LARGE BODY ORBITING 
‘A REO OWARE STAR, WHICH IS IN TURN ORBITING THE 
BURNT-OUT WHITE DWARF AT THE CENTER OF THIS SYSTEM, 


NOM, I’ NO ASTRO-NOMENCLATURE-ER. 


Pronounced 
porFoctly sir 


T THOUGHT THAT A THING 
ORBITING A THING ORBITING A 
STAR WAS CALLED A MOON, BUT 
IN THIS CASE THAT'S NO MOON. 


IT'S A SPACE STATION. 


‘OUR CLIENTS ARE GAS-BAG SOPHONTS KNOWN AS J} | THE STATION IS HUGE, AND Jf] WE'LL KNOW MORE WHEN THE OAFA CONTACT [Ay 
SHE OAFA. APPARENTLY THIS STATION OF THEIRS ALI RIGHT NOW WE DON'T US. SO FAR THERE'S BEEN NO SIGN OF THEM, 


HAS AN INFESTATION THEY WANT CLEANED UP. KNOW THE SCOPE OF 
THE PROBLEM, 


_U BECAUSE THE CLIENT CONTRACT MIGHT 
‘ACTUALLY SETTLE THE QUESTION 

(OF WHO'S IN CHARGE 

‘AROUND HERE. 


TLL TAKE THE CALL IN THE 


The Oafan ship Mathoua-ue 
CO!S OFFICE, BRISTLECONE. 


hails, and bids us wolcoma, 


1M COMING 
00, 


COMMAND DECK, OUTSIDE |} | TAGON, AND’ OUR TO EACH OTHER, HOWEVER, AND 
THE C.O:'S OFFICE. CAPTAIN HAVE ASSEMBLED J-} BRISTLECONE APPEARS TO BE LOYAL 
A MILITARY FORCE OUT ¢[] ONLY TO AN ARGUABLY 


WHATS GOING Ye | OF SPARE PARTS. TRATTOROUS EX-LIEUTENANT, 
ey ON IN THERE? 


ees ef | BRISTLECONE, GENERAL ‘YI NONE OF THEM ARE ANSWERABLE 


iN Alyy 


We Have conan) RESOLVED QUICKLY. THERE 
1S NO COMMON BANNER UNDER 
CHAIN ISSUES, WHICH THE TROOPS CAN RALLY. COMMON BANNER 


HMMM, MAYBE 
THERE 1S A 


BRISTLECONE, THANK YOU AND GENERAL, THANK YOU FOR THE MOST 
‘BRISTLECONE COMMAND Pepsuasive InvITINGS OF YouR 
DECK, C'S OFFICE. FAMOUSLY VICTORIOUS SON 
TO LEAD IT. 
WELCOME, } | UNDERTAKING. 
FRIENDS? 


FUNNY. T STILL DON'T FEEL 
LIKE Titt RUNNING THINGS. 


LAM HIOEFUA a = 
FAR-WANDERS. RSI rs prosaawy near. Yu 


HERE IS A FLIGHT PATH Ks] 


steffi is redistiva, Heat |) BUT YOU ANT TO TAKE US 
Tagon. I do not actually || IN, RE 


fake ordars From you. | BY roe ites & 


7 KNOW PERONDE ACCENTS, 
DAD. AND FRANKLY, Tf 
GLAD TO HAVE THIS SETLED, 
BRISTLECONE, TAKE US IN. 


WE SHALL SPEAK MORE 
ONCE FACING, AND AFFORDING 
YOUR CREW PERAMBULATORY 
LIMB-STRETCHINGS. 


THOSE PRIVACY DAMPERS 
MIGHT BE A CENTURY OuT- 
‘OF-DATE, BUT YOU'LL STILL 
NEED GOOD SURVEILLANCE 
GEAR TO HEAR WHAT'S 
BEING SAID BEHIND 
THAT DOOR 


Para Ventura 

Just rejoined the 
‘company as a 
‘coxswain. 


IF MY HEARING WERE THAT GOOD, 1 
Dy) WOMLON'T RAVE TIPPED my HAND 


Knowing what | 
can co ‘isn't the 
same as knowing 
what | cant de 


ATTENTION ALL HANDS! PARA VENTURA 
1S REJOINING THE COMPANY AS 
BRISTLECONE'S COXSWAIN, 


THIS GUNBOAT IS HERS. 
HER WORD HERE IS LAW. 


‘SIRI WHAT ABOUT 
NOT HERE? WHAT'S 
HER RANK OFF THE 
BOAT, SIR? 


‘I HAVEN'T DECIDED. I SUPPOSE WE'LL 
FIND OUT IF SHE EVER SETS 
FOOT OFF THE BOAT. 


Dan't Foal bad, Cox'n, 
T'm an adjutant: 


R 
LIFE, ENNESBY, DO NOT. 
SAY “IN THE SAME BOAT.” 


BRISTLECONE! STOW THE | TAGON! MURTAUGH! WE'VE GOT, 
FOILS, SWING BARRELS | FIFTEEN BUNKS, FIVE OFFICER 
TIGHT, AND BRING US IN), ] BERTHS, AND THIRTY-FIVE 
SOULS ABOARD. 


GWE ME A THREE-SHIFT 
DUTY ROSTER THAT KEEPS 

THOSE SOULS FROM SLEEPING ON 
TABLES IN THE COMPANY MESS, 


THE CAPTAIN'S CABIN ~ 
GOES TO YOU AND 

YOuR FATHER 

SHARE. 


TAILOR, YOURE THE ONLY CORPSMAN SCHLOCK? TRANSFER MY DAY-BAG TO THE 
WEVE GOT, THE MEDBAY IS YOUR SPACE. ROBOTICS BAY ON MAIN-OECK, THAT SPACE 
‘OWN IT. I. DON'T WANT ANYBODY WILL BE mY QUARTERS AND MY 
DYING INT. OFFICE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, 


ANDREYASNT YOU HAVE HY. 
PERMISSION TO BUILD A LAB 
IN THE CARGO BAY, 


SHODAN! GENERAL! RUN 
EVERYONE ELSE THROUGH 
PREP-DRESS ON MAINDECK! 
LOCK WHAT'S STAYING, WEAR 
WHAT'S GOING OUTSIDE. 


I'm SORRY, COMMANDER 
FOXWORTHY. DID T SURPRISE 
YOU WITH’ A DISPLAY OF 
COMPETENCE? 


mayae, ma‘alm, BUT 
"WOW" WAS FOR THE VIEW. 


You just tald me || I NEED SOMETHING Find here I was thinking 

to oun this space. || FOR THIS CASE OF command cama naturally 

fire you hore to 
‘suparvisa? 


THE SHAKES, 


THIS ANXIETY 
ATTACK SEEMS 

NATURAL ENOUGH. NOW 
LET'S FIK IT WITH. SCIENCE. 


Shakes or no, that was an BRISTLECONE HAS HAD So... our gunboat will only take 
ordars From the girl wha neads 


impressive display of... wall, |] HUNDREDS OF COXSWAINS. 
SoCs FOR THAT oer ‘our gunboal's help ta issue 


“coxswainship.” 
PTZ] | overs For Tat ser the right orders? 


(OF CIRCUMSTANCES, 


HENCE THIS CASE OF THE SHAKES, 
NOW FIX ME UP SO 1 CAN START 
CLOSING RECURSIONS, PLEASE. 


KATHRIN, WHAT ARE 
WE DOING HERE? 


EXCEPT THIS JOB IS FOR 
MERCENARIES, AND WE 
‘ARE PERFORMERS, 


SURE SOME OF Us 
ARE EX-MILITARY, BUT THE 
EMPHASIS THERE IS ON’ THE “EX 


WORST OF ALL, EVERYBODY 
‘ASSUMES WE REPORT TO 
GENERAL TAGON, THE 
PERSON YOU INTRODUCED 
TO ME AS A “NICE OLD MAN 
WHO COULD USE SOME 
EXERCISE 


T’O SAID *CROTCHETY" 
YOU WOULDN'T Have 


‘GOTTEN ANY 
EXERCISE, 


THE CLIENT SUGGESTED THERE 


WOULD BE A 
PERFORMERS. 


NEED FO? al 


BAIT-ANO-SUITCH. 


I GAVE YOU TIME TO 
CONSIDER THE 
OFFER, AND YOU 
DIDN'T DEBARK WHEN 
YOU HAD THE 
CHANCE. 


DENYING RESPONSIBILITY? 
PASSING BLAME DOWN THE 
COMMAND CHAIN? IS THAT 
THE KIND OF OINGED-UP, 
DAMAGED BRASS YOU 

ARE, OLD MANE 


EXCELLENT! NOW THAT WE AGREE ON THE 
DIRECTION OF THE COMMAND CHAIN, T 
CAN EXERCISE SOME RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
MY CREW OF PERFORMERS. 


WAS INSULTING 
YOU, NOT 


4, 


7 > SURE YOU 
WERE ENLISTING, BARRY. 


Wow... | got a shiny Ching, |] WHAT NUMBER COIN 
SS around the || OID YOu GET? 
tacky, 


SCHLOCK, LEGS, ANDY, IT'S TIME TO ASSIGN BUNKS. 


WE ARE EXEMPT FROM SHARING: 
NICK? COME WiTH US. ie 


BUNKS IN SHIFTS, 


|S You saic 
bunts. 


ie 
et 

a te a aeee t 
US IN THE RACK BEHIND THE LIFTS. COMPLAINING, 


8Y YOUR ) ABOARD THE FREE GUNBOAT BRISTLECONE, WHICHIS 
Wy EAM $f 0 TRH A80HR0 THE CAFAN SHIP ATALHOUAA 


BY ALL MEANS, 
CAPTAIN. 


-——= 7PPEAR TO 
SECURE THAT, WE GLAUSTROPHORES 
IF you need an) PA furrauct A\ = 
aerial scout, | 


brought my 
Plasgun. 


TIVE GOT WORK HERE FOR 
ANDREYASN, FOXWORTHY, 
ANO THE MESS CREW, 

THE REST OF THE 
‘COMPANY IS 


WELCOME AFOOT TO, MIALHOUA-UA CAPTAIN TAGON! HONORING US, 


AND HER! THIS VESSEL 1S UNDOUBTING SMALLER THAN SOME YOU 
HAVE VICTORIOUSLY UNDERFOOTED AFORE, BUT FOR HUMBLE SIZE 
SHE 1S REMAINING PROUD OF AGE. 


THERE'S NOTHING WRONG 

WITH A SOLID, OLD vessel. 

OUR CURRENT BOAT IS SIX 
CENTURIES OLD. 


IF GREAT VENERABILITY, 


1X OF 
1M ASSUMING, BY YOUR -—| 
INDARDS. 


MIALHOUA-UA 
1S BOASTING HAPPY TO BE 
OLDER THAN YOUR RACE. 


FORTY THOUSAND. 


HULLNUTS. SHE CAN'T 
BE THAT OLD. 
ENNESGY, FACT 


Already an’ 
it, General. 


This ship has bean 
in mara-or-loa5 
continuous service 
since a major refit 
Four hundred and 
thirty years ago. 


Prior to that she was a 
doralict, records are 
locked... and recards 
are unlocked. 


Micromateor packing, intarstaller madium 
accration, and vacuum-wolding suggest 
fa drift period of indeterminate longth 
bohwoon “this can't be right and 

“wo now doubF whether these 
Fechniques are accurate.” 


‘That curve... it's Mi Cake my squad 
e) over and sweep 


le 


the area. 


oe ; 
é om - WE'RE ON OUR 
AN ENEMY OVER ‘CLIENT'S HOME TURF. 


THE HORIZON COULD BE THIS 1S SUPPOSEDLY WHY ARE YOU STILL 
LESS THAN FIFTY METERS AWAY. FRIENDLY TERRITORY. THERE TALKING ABOUT ITZ 


Nick, Andy, Les 
Kong!’ On me! 
gotta sweep! 


SERGEANT, DOESN'T YOUR 


SQUAD HAVE A NAMER ight “iM CONGER: 


BECAUSE THAT WOULD gE, 
MORE EFFICIENT 

THAN CALLING 
INDIMDUALS. 


SPEAKING OF NAMES, IT'S 


RACIST? 1 KNOW. 
UNORIGINAL, TOO, 


‘SWEEP, SERGEANT, 
TILL WAIT HERE. 


¥ 
= 
& 


) 


Whoa! How'd yo 
get in Front 
OF us? 


THE TOPOGRAPHY 
HERE IS GOING TO TAKE 
SOME GETTING USED TO. 


BARRY... ARE YOU 
THINKING WHAT 
Tit THINKING? 


TM THINKING T CAN'T 

20 ORBITAL CALCULUS IN 

IMY HEAD. ARTIFICIAL GRAUTY 
FEELS LIKE POINT EIGHT GEE. 


FEELS LIKE ABOUT 
ELEVEN SECONDS LATER. FIFTEEN METERS 
PER SECOND. 


IE 1 COULD RUN AT 
FIFTEEN METERS PER 
SECOND? THEN YOU'D SEE 
SOME SHOWING OFF. 


DID YOU TUsT THROW ‘I THINK GENERAL TAGON. 
‘A BASEBALL INTO A PERFECT 
‘ORBIT, AND THEN 
CATCH IT? 


LOOK, I KNOW You'rRE 

PROBABLY STILL MAD, BUT THIS ‘I THINK 1 KNOW 
YOU.. YOU KNEW TeEV WouLD | IS AN INTERESTING VENUE, AND HOW WE CAN FLING 
FIGURE THIS OUT ON THE FLY. || YOU DID PACK NEW CAMERAS. EACH OTHER INTO ORBIT. 


CLIENT BRIEFING, | YOUR HOME SYSTEM an, ote! 
eerie 1 Ue INTO WINTER VeRLasTine 


WOT HOME. OAFA perenne eee iy 
THE STAR GOES OUT. 


BUT YES.. 
STARCLOUDS ARE WELL, YEAH, 
pc ritaeseeneeee N Blaaetes eae 


"AND BACK TO THE SUBIECT 


(OF WORK... KINE IS A SMALL, 


TACTICAL FORCE, AND 
THAT STATION 
15 B16. 


LNINGS-UP. 
UNE OF 


S. FOR 


WoRtDs 
HTENING THE 


THAT PLANET-SIZED STATION 15 
ALL ONE INTERIOR SPACE? 


A CENTRIFUGAL 


PARADISE OF RANGING, 
BUT LATE INFESTED WITH 
HEAVY-FLYERS, SHARP SWARMING. 
VERMIN. DEATH-DEALING TO OAFANS. 


THE WHOLE INTERIOR SURFACE 1s HIGH HIGH GROUND OVERLOOKING 
GROUND. IT WILL BE A NIGHTMARE IF A TARGET-RICH ENVIRONMENT. 
WE'RE FACING AN INTELLIGENT FORCE 

WITH GOOD RANGED WEAPONS. 


‘Wo, onty VERMIN. V aggre: 
‘SEN: 


SWARMING, FLYING. ISELESSU 


GENERAL! 17S TIME 
TO GO 70 WORK. GET Your 
TEAM OUT OF ORBIT. 


‘Speaking as a purist, that's 
hot aorabraking, but it waz 
Fun to watch. 


GENERAL, I GOT SOME GREAT 
VIDEO. TM STILL A LITTLE SORE 
ABOUT ‘BEING PRESS-GANGED, 
BUT THIS 15 GOING TO WORK 


DID YOU GET SHOTS OF THE 
SERGEANT'S "AEROBRAKING?* 


FROM TWO ANGLES 


EVEN UNEDITED, IT Looks SY 


‘AWESOME. AND ‘HILARIOUS, 


WELL, IN THE INTEREST OF ‘BUT... THE MARKETING! 
‘OPERATIONAL SECURITY, 

NOBODY CAN SEE IT ukML 

WE'RE DONE, 

PAID, AND 

GONE. 


MARKETING IS WHAT 
CRIMINALS RESORT TO. 
‘AFTER THEY'VE BEEN CAUGHT. 


ENNESBY, OO YOU HAVE ALL 
OF THE BRIEFING MATERIALS 


lie 


a 


Find then some, sir. 
Fidditional research. 


HER ALLEGIANCE IS ODD, SHE'S QUIRKY, 
AND T WORRY ABOUT WHAT'S GOING 
‘ON IN WHAT PASSES FOR 

HER HEAD. 


Undarstood, 
sir. You can 


For startars, he 
can trust ma not 
to turn you loose. 


You wore a tactical genius when aboard Now you five in my brain, which 
the Tauch-and-Go because those systems was optimized For enjaying live 
wore optimized Far that. ‘ntartainmant. 


You had millennia oF military 
doctrine distillad down to branch-potantials 

in @ quantum-ternary stata matrix, Uou lived in a THIS EXPLAINS MY CRAVING 

brain that existed For conflict, contest, and combat. FOR "DANCING WITH THE STARS.” 


THINK OF IT AS A GREAT, BIG CAN 
FULL OF SKY, BUILT TO BE A 
PARADISE FOR OUR 
CLIENTS, 


I IT HELPS YOU VISUALIZE IT, YOU COULD DROP 
MARS INTO THAT CAN, AND THEN TUCK LUNA 
‘AND EUROPA IN ON TOP, 


IT MIGHT BE 
HARD TO GAUGE ITS SIZE 
FROM THIS DISTANCE, THAT 
CYLINDER I$ ABOUT EIGHTY-ONE 

HUNDRED KILOMETERS ACROSS. 


THE CENTRAL CYLINDER, THE 
HABITABLE SPACE, IS SPUN FoR 
GRAVITY, AND THE ATMOSPHERE EXTENDS 
‘ALL THE WAY "UP" TO THE SPINDLE. 


SERGEANT, 


RIGHT. CAN EVERYBODY SEE 
THAT BLACK DOT? IN THE 


MAY | HELP WITH THE 
SCALE, CAPTAIN 


aN es 


SM She 
2 NY 
NO se acess | 


THAT PIN-PRICK 
IS BIG ENOUGH 
FOR SHIPS? 


TVs STILL A LONG WAY 
FE, NICK WERE COMING 
IN PRETTY FAST, THOUGH, 

REED AN EVE ON 


d 7 Vy) 
pin 
— ) = 
is if 
7 
\ 1 a 


BIG ENOUGH, THERE'S ROOM IN 
THERE TO DOCK BATTLEPLATES. 


Q 
A) Re 


ALL OF THE 
SATTLEPLATES. 


USUALLY SPACE DOCKS ARE 


e 
> 


WE'RE SEVEN HUNDRED KLICKS 
INTO A TUNNEL WITH NOTHING 
BUT STARLIGHT BEHIND US. 


SEVEN HUN-— COX'N, JUST 
HOW FAST ARE WE GOING? 


ELEVEN THOUSAND, ye~ 


TWO HUNDRED 
METERS PER 
SECOND. 


TERRESTRIAL ESCAPE VELOCITY, STRAIGHT 


WOULD YOU LIKE ME TO 
SLOW HER DON, 
CABTAIN? 


‘Our destination jigs two thousand 
kilometers ahoad. T have applied 
additional dacoloratian. 


ANYTHING INTERESTING 
FOR US TO LOOK AT, 
BRISTLECONE? 


T Find everything interesting, 
but I am mare oasily 
entertained than you 
seasoned galactic 
travelers. 


YOU mGHT 
EXPLAIN TO HER 
THAT IT's ALSO MY 
FIRST TIME HERE. 


My external lights lock the intensity 
ta provide meaningful illumination. 


OUR CLIENT'S FURY OR THE 
DISMAY, ITS 


ALL ON YOU, 
7A 
P} 


Tho anergy output nacossery to 
Fully illuminate this space is only 
available via my higher-yiold missilos. 


This is the Fourth we have 
passed. Rasuming rogular 

‘spacing, thera aro 
sixfagn of thoso. 


GRISTLECONE, GO FULL-POWER | [This is ane of the docking Facilities 
ON THE ACTIVE SENSORS, AND 
BUSH A TACTICAL DISPLAY 


ONTO THE ‘PORT FOR Us. 


Sixteen. Okay. 
That's a number | 
can just count to. 


CS 
‘Strabing now, "% ‘5 i 
‘ Th runs the Full six-hundred-blick circumference 
Foxuain Venture, Yi oF the culindar, and is hua hundrad Hicks wide, 


The Prabstdi vessel Mothership) | THEY NAMED A SHIP 
awaits us at the next docking | "MOTHERSHIP2 


Facility. ke 
m Ze 
Coy ie ‘A 


Does that mean you 
da_undarstand 


They did. They appear to 
have done this completoly 
unironically 


Tt launchos 
thar ships. 


DOES THAT MEAN 
IT DOES LAUNCH OTHER 
SHIPS? OR DOESN'T IT? 


THEY'RE MERCENARIES. THEY'RE PAID TO FIND THE 
ANGER AND THEN WREAK VIOLENCE UNTIL IT STOPS 
BEING DANGEROUS, 


THE CONTRACTORS ENGAGED BY 
AMBASSADOR HIOEFUA HAVE ARRIVED. 


‘ABOARD THE PRABSTOI 
SHIP MOTHERSHIP. 


SEND THEM AWAY. THIS 

, FACILITY IS FAR TOO. 

Bills DANGEROUS A PLACE 
TO BE EXPLORING, 


ADMIRAL FLess, | YOU'RE OFF 
THANK YOU ' | 10 A GREAT 

FOR SEEING US | START, HERE, 
IN PERSON. 


IT'S PRONOUNCED “FPHLESSCE," CAPTAIN, AND I'M 
GREETING YOU IMYSELF TO AVOID THE UNPLEASANT 
REPETITION OF "LET ME TALK TO YOUR SUPERIOR" 
THAT WOULD INEVITABLY ENSUE HAD T SENT A MORE 


WE'LL BE BRIEF, ADMIRAL. WE'RE HERE 
AT AMBASSADOR HIOEFUA'S REQUEST. 
We WANT ACCESS TO THE 

STATION INTERIOR. 


IF YOU CAN OFFER TERAPORT 
‘AUTHENTICATION PAIRS, WE WILL BE 
‘OUT OF YOUR WAY IMMEDIATELY. 


APPROPRIATELY-RANKED LIEUTENANT TO THIS MEETING. 


THANK YOU. WELL 


YOU CAN TERAPORT HOME. THE OAFA ARE OUR WARDS, THEY ARE LIKE 
STATION INTERIOR ACCESS? CHILDREN, WITH LITTLE AUTHORITY AND NO 


THIS FACILITY 1S NOT THEIRS TO 

GRANT YOU ACCESS TO, AND AS 1 

UNDERSTAND THEIR FINANCES, THEY HAVE NO 

E CURRENCY WITH WHICH TO PAY FOR YOUR SERVICES, 


GRISTLECONE! GET THOSE || THIS STATION IS A PRICELESS, ANCIENT 
ARTIFACT! YOU CANNOT 
THROUGH THE HULL" 


“PUNCH IN 


THAT'LL DO, THANK YOU |] WE'LL ONLY RESORT TO HULL 


WE CAN'T GIVE YOU FULL TERAPORT 
FOR THAT MEASURE OF |] PUNCHING IF WE NEED TO 


ACCESS, BUT WE CAN GIVE YOU ACCESS 
0 THE ELEVATOR LOCK TRUST ADMIRAL. ESCAPE GUICKLY, 
WEE RESTORED. 


Good transmission security, 
decent encryption, miserable 
hardware shialding. 


Everything on the 
Adniral's handbrain 
bolongs ta me, now. 


YOU'RE A REGULAR 
LITTLE CRIMINAL. 


And I’m woun 
gular little 
criminal. 


We can teraport, but only once. As soon 
as wo do, Mathorship will cycle the 

codes and wo're 
locked out. 


Don't give ma that look. You'ra 
tha one making ominous comments 
about us daing something shupid 
that traps us down thera. 


= he said jokingly, a3 
they Flow into the 
dark, ancient tunnel. 


This is tha only interior lock 
the Prabstdi have restored. Ue 
will be emerging & thousand 
kilometers above tho 
station Floor. 


“EMERGING® SEEMS A 
BIT PREMATURE, 


BRISTLECONE, CAN YOU SURN The pressure differential ‘OH, AND POP A COUPLE OF 
THROUGH THIS BIOMASS? will draw air very quickly DRONES SO WE CAN WATCH 
% ‘over the burn. Flama and THE SHOW PROPERLY, 
Tt is wood, smoke will complotaly 


‘onvalopa us. 


CUTTING WOODY GROWTH 
FROM A SHIP-SIZED AIRLOCK. 


WHY DID THE PRABSTO! 
IVE GOT. A LOT | Se Us GOWN THIS HOLE 
(OF QUESTIONS ML) THEY KNEW THE ONLY 
ReHT NOM. WORKING Lock 
WAS COVERED. 


alt Ps yeue ok 
AyBE THEY seonenY 
YOU GO FiRst. |W was uno eeRae Tre 


WHY ARE THEY BOTHERING WITH THE. 
LOCKS IN THE FIRST PLACE? THEY CAN 
TERAPORT INSIDE AND SAVE TIME. 


WHO SAYS THEY HAVEN'T? OR 
WRAYBE THEY'RE STUPID. BUT 
wi i} YEAH, THAT'S A GOOD ONE. 


BRISTLECONE TRUSTS ME. 


THATS NOT 
AN ANSWER, 


MORE THAN SHE 
‘TRUSTS ANYBODY ELSE 
RIGHT NOW. 


‘OKAY, THAT'S 
HER MOTIVATION, 


SHE ASKED ME TO 
COME ALONG, AND 
1 OWE HER THIS. 


Bl GRISTLECONE SAID “PRESSURE 
DIFFERENTIAL” AND I 
THOUGHT "FORCE 
“AULTIPLIER* 
‘QUESTIONS ARE 
ABOUT THE 
‘MISSION 


NEED TO THINK ABOUT WISHEUL THINKING. 


THAT, HOW COME YOU ONCE THE HOIE'S CLEAR, 
DION'T SEND THE COMMAND THAT MUCH RUSHING AIR WILL 
TO SHUT THE REAR LOCK? BLAST THE FIRE RIGHT OUT. 


1 EXPECT YOU'RE RIGHT, CAPTAIN, 
THIS FIRE LOOKS LIKE TT's GOING 
TO GO OUT ANY MOMENT NOW. 


] | think Great's |] You 00 REALIZE THAT THE BUBELE IN, FRONT OF] AND THEIR And we were Vf THE DEPLOYMENT 
THAT GIANT BLOWTORCH IS US, RIGHT? SHIELDS FAILED. Il} getting pall Go Ry 15 YOUNG. 
fhem up. 


| guess | would love it more if 
that was somebocly else's ship. 


BRISTLECONE! TAKE US 
THROUGH AND SHUT THE 
LOCKS BEHIND US. 


Awww... The Fire was 
Just starting to get 
interesting, 


| HATE 
“LEAVE ‘EM 
WANTING MORE* 


Prassure has normalized. These embers ara 
still hiln-hof, but there is no blowtorch effact. 


OUR GOAL WAS TO BURN A HOLE THROUGH THAT 
WALL OF WOOD. LEAVING THE FIRE BLASTING 
THROUGH THE LOCKS WOULD HAVE 


There is no. overkil, There is 
only open Fire andl time to-— 


TT CERTAINLY 
ISN'T SLEAVE ‘EN 
WANTING MORE: 


HOW MANY MISSILES J) For this Fira? Ail 
of thom. Twice 


‘over, I expoct. 


MAYBE COX'N NERO WOULD 
LIKE SOMEONE TO. BRING 
HER A FIDDLE? 


BRISTLECONE, DO WE 
HAVE A WAY TO PUT 
(OUT THAT FIRE! 


I could attempt to cut 
Firebreaks using missiles, but those are 
currently a non-ranawable resource, Cox'n. 


ERO AND TOOLING WHILE ROM who thought it was: Funny. 
ee Ln i te 


THIS FIRE? AND MEMETICISTS 
"THESE DAYS, 


Sho's smart. 
She really 
should have. 


Remember how you saicl 

we should bring “Tagon 

along bo heap ine fel 
lasgun From 

va hoo any trouble? 


1 DO REMEMBER 
THAT, SERGEANT. 


's your giant Forest Fire the 
kind of Erouble you dic’: 
want us getting in to? 


Because | bet if | made a 
Fire that big, there would be 
‘@ lot more Uelling right now. 


‘EINA-AFA, OUTSIDE AN OVERGROWN, 
BURNING TRANSIT SPOKE, 1000KM 
ABOVE THE SURFACE. 


AS MUCH AS 1’ ENTOYING WATCHING YOU sauIRm AS 
WE ADMIRE YOUR HANDIWORK, THERE IS A MISSION ON. 


WERE BEING PAID TO HUNT SCARY 
FLYING THINGS, AND WE HAVE A 
LOT OF SkY TO COVER 

SO LET'S GET ON 

wim IT. 


“A lof oF sky fo cover” 
doesn't begin ta describe 
the magnitude of our 
hunt, Captain. 


Eart’s froposphere -- the We've got about thirty-five hundred 
breathable, Flyable part of hilomotera of that hore. 
the “air” -— averages oloven 


That's aver thraa hundred Himes: 

Earth's atmospheric depth, and tho 
line-of-sight wo were promised is obscured 
by hundreds of fayors of clouds and haze. 


Without @ proper array oF 
scopes we could hunt For 
gars and never Find 
these "scary Flying 


things. 


1s dust Yer. SEAL? REALTY? 


LET'S NOT SHOOT BAT-WHALE! <> ENORMOTHING! There's nobodl 
THe, WRATEVER IT ‘ Ce tee here using 
(beacon-séau/) SEAL! nae ike Lie peates 


“whatavar it is” 
is kind of @ mouthful. 
We should name 


‘one svitaate, perrect. Wy 7 
ONE LAR, PEPER ALT MEAN, I'M NO XENOBIOGRAPHER, BUT. 


FOR A BIT. 


THATS PRETTY 
MUCH THE END OF 
THAT THOUGHT, 


may | CoucH You THE MISSION CONTEXT REMAINS SHROUDED 
SOME CRITICISH2 IN MYSTERY, YOU HAVE NASSIVE SPOOLS 
F POTENTIALLY PERTINENT PURLOINED 
Couch away, yovel 


Busy 
OVER TaGons SHOULDER 
FEEDING HIM 

‘ONE-LINERS. 


Tail. 


You doliborataly phrased that to 
maka ma saund irresponsible. 


IT TOOK LESS DELIBERATION 
THAN YOU MIGHT THINK. 


Oe ee REN ee Ie TE) Seocih er SMANE ) Haw fiva here in tha sama brain I do. X | QUAY WE ARE MOT SMART 
FILES, ao Vou Have A a oe negmanabll cartain thet reperdiens || f SHOULD HAVE TO TAKE 


What did smart enough, neither ara you. AY CREDIT FOR THAT: 


What is it that we're 
not smart enough 
For, Tanti? 


SORTING THIS STACK J | 
‘OF STOLEN a 


WOUR CAPTION AAD CaEW NEED 
ANSWERS QUICK 

Shout pass THE STACK 
TO BRISTLECONE. 


Tagan wants me Fact-cheching 
her, not the other way araund, 


HE SHOULD HAVE 
TASKED SOMEONE ELSE, 


4 Uaneth BRAN PERHAPS. 


CAN WE USE 
EINA-APA 1000 ABOVE THE suRrace™ || COMPASS POINTS, 
OF A GIANT, ROTATING CAN FULL OF SRY. PLEASE: 


KONG JS RIDING THE 
BOW WAVE ON THE WINDWARD 
SIDE OF THIS STRUT, AND IS 

SLIPPING AROUND TO LEEWARD. 


DON'T BE RIDICULOUS. WE'RE NAVIGATING A ROTATING 
REFERENCE FRAME WITH AN ENORMOUS VOLUME, NORTH, 
SOUTH, EAST, AND WEST ARE TOO AMBIGUOUS, 


FINE, WHAT WOULD YOU 
HAVE US USE INSTEAD? 


WELL, GENERALLY SPEAKING THE ATROSPHERE 
ROTATES WITH THE CAN, BUT IT'S FLUID AND 
WON'T BEHAVE TRULY CENTRIFUGALLY, SO 
THERE WILL ALMOST ALWAYS BE WIND 
BLOWING FROM SPINWARD. 


c 


BSS/ THAT GIVES THESE MASSIVE STRUTS 

WINDWARD AND LEEWARD FACES, 
KIND OF LIKE MOUNTAIN RANGES, BUT 
WITH MUCH MORE CONSISTENT WINDS. 


‘OF COURSE THOSE SCUDDING WHORLS TWISTING 
ALONG THE SHEAR LAYERS SUGGEST THAT WINDS 
‘CAN BLOW INTO THE SPIN, 


SO 1 GUESS “SPINWARD™ IS BETTER 
THAN “WINDWARD,” EVEN THOUGH 
‘1 EXPECT TO SEE’ CONSISTENTLY 
DIFFERENT ECOSYSTEMS BETWEEN 
WINOWARD AND LEEWARD FACES, 


Ught intensity has shifted uniformly 
along the spindle since our arrival. 
Thora is a day/night cycle hore. 


HAH! THE “SUN" SETS IN THE WEST, 
AND COMES UP IN THE EAST, RIGHT 
NOW KONG IS LEADING US EAST. 


$0, FOUR COMPASS POINTS, 
AND TWO OF THEM ARE 
SEAST’ AND "WEST? 


Ves, THE OTHER THO ace WA 
Sona ab Wee 
ATS ORWARD 1 aus 


WHICH T At NOW CALLING 


Those cardinal directions =| | “Up” being towards Right now wa're traveling 
are enough iF we're only || the spindla, and “down” Eastdown-southoast. 
‘scooting along the hull, boing towards the hull, 

but thore isa to oF “up” oF course. 

and “dawn” in here. 


AT LEAST IT'S NOT 


ey —_ Crea 


THIS PLACE IS GIVING me J 
A HEADACHE, AND I 
NEED TO SHARE IT. 


THAT'S PART 
OF THE 
HEADACHE, 
IT HAVE TO... 


CHOW CALL! IF. 
YOU'RE NOT WITH THE 
CAPTAIN, YOU'RE ON 
THE MESS DECK! 


OFFICERS, 
‘ON MEF 


Cy 


IT'S CALLED A 
‘DUMeWAITER. 


rt 
SHE'S SNEAKY! SHE SLIPPED 
YOUR MEAL OUT FROM 


UNDER ME AND DOWN 
CH'VORTHA! WE NEO SOME SECRET PASSAGE? 
TO TALK ABOUT 
THIS MEAL. 


SOMETHING-OR-OTHERS, 


IVS LIZ, RIGHT? LIZ, THIS MEAL 
WAS’ WAY BETTER THAN OUR 
USUAL CHOW. 1 HAVE YOU 

TO THANK FOR IT? 


HIS RECIPES ARE 
BLOWING MY MIND. T'VE 
ONLY WORKED FAST FOOD. 


HAVE, 1 MEAN, T PROBLEMS YOU DIONT REFLECTS WELL ON.. 
KNOW YOU HAD. 


CAPTAIN... I'M YOU RECRUITED LIZ TO THE | IT CONTINUES UPSTREAM, TOO. TM GOING TO HAVE TO 
SORRY. T SHOULD KITCHEN, AND SHE SOLVED | ‘A HAPPY MESS ON THIS BOAT CHEW ON THAT. 


nm 


THIS REFLECTS 
WELL ON YOU. CHEWING? 


THIS MESS HASN'T | “IF THE FOOD IS GOOD IT'S THE LEAST I CAN OFFER FOR A JOB 
SEEN A MEAL THIS] ENOUGH, THE GRUNTS WILL WELL CONE AND EXPECTATIONS EXCEEDED, 
STOP COMPLAINING ABOUT 
THE INCOMING FIRE" 


WOW. EVEN KNOWING HOW IT WORKS, IT'S 
1 WORKING ON ME. THAT'S PRETTY IMPRESSIVE. 


KNOWING HOW 
WHAT WORKS? 


THE PRESENTATION 
OF A CHALLENGE COIN, 

TTS AN EXTENSION OF 
PERSONAL INFLUENCE BEYOND 
EXTANT POSITION POWER 


IV's NOT A 
POWER-GRAB. 
ITS A WAY TO 


\SAY THANK YOU. 


“THANK YOU" 15 ALSO AN EXTENSION. OF INFLUENCE, BUT 
THE EFFECT OF MERE WORDS WILL FADE IN THE ABSENCE 
OF THE REPEATING EFFECT OF A MEMENTO. 


WHEN YOU PRESENTED THIS TO 

MME FELT MY OWN SENSE OF WORTH 

(GO UP, T FELT AN INCREASE IN MY LOYALTY 
TO YOU, AND THOSE FEELINGS WILL BE 
REINFORCED EVERY TIME T ADMIRE THIS COIN. 


T CAN SEE WHY THIS meme THRVEs ) 
IN HIGH-STAKES, TOP-DOWN. 
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURES, 


YOU CAN RUIN A_ | [IF A CLOSE LOOK RUINS 
THING BY LOOKING || A THING, THE THING Was 
AT IT T00 CLOSELY. | | ALREADY’ BROKEN. 


HEY, THIS SIDE says 

“THE COMPANY MESS 

AND ERIENDLY FIRE SHOULD 
BE EASIER TO TELL APART.” 


WHAT YOU SAID TO MURTAUGH... 
1S THAT TRUE? 


ABSOLUTELY. I STUDIED 
MEMETICS, LINGUISTICS, AND 
SOCIOLOGY,'SO WHEN T SEE A 

TRADITION THAT'S NEW TO ME, 1 GRAB 
THE HANDBRAIN AND DO SOME RESEARCH. 


AND THE PART ABOUT THE VI 
Ponce ORAe rar Mars 
GOING On ith URTALoN? 


SHE MIGHT NOT BE 
CONSCIOUS OF IT, BUT THE 
SCIENCE SUBGESTS THAT'S 
EXACTLY WHAT SHE'S DOING. 


‘OKAY. SCIENCE? YOU SAID *1 
LINGUISTICS, AND SOCIOLOGY. 


YOU'RE A SCIENTIST. Just AS YOU SO ELOQUENTLY AND WE DON'T 

SCIENCE THINGS ALL UP ANO | MISSTATED THE SITUATION HAVE ANY OF 

TELL US WHAT COMES NEXT, EARLIER, WE CAN'T MAKE 2 
20 WITH ANY SCIENT 


WE NEED A PROPER 
\OENOBIOLOSIST. 7 


IS XENOKILLOLOGIST A 
WORD? BECAUSE THAT'S 
HALF THE COMPANY. 


ns 


XENORGANIC CHEMISTRY, XENOANATOMY 
XENOTAXONOMY, AND A LONG LIST OF 
OTHER THINGS WITH *XENO" IN FRONT 


IMAGINED THE MULTI-EYED. 


: OF THEM, 


MYSELF IN SCHOOL, 


MMENACES FROM AROUND THE 
GALAXY WOULD FEAR ME AND ity 
KNOWLEDGE OF HOW TO END THEM, 


BY THE TIME I GRADUATED I 

HAD FIGURED OUT THAT ALL T 

REALLY NEEDED TO KNOW WAS 
“THIS END TOWARDS ENEMY.” 


‘MY SCHOOLING WAS A TOTAL 
WASTE OF EIGHT YEARS AND 
TWO PSEUDOCTORATES. 


TT WAS A LIBERAL 
‘ARTS PROGRAM. 


BBY, I THINK YOU MAY BE EXACTLY THE 
XENOBIOLOGIST WE NEEO RIGHT NOW. 


$0, “THE XENOBIOLOGIST WE NEEO 
RIGHT NOW" IS THE ONE-EYED KING 
IN THE LAND OF THE BLIND? 


MEE ALL I REMEMBER FROM SCHOOL IS SOME 
TAXONOMY RULES, PRESSURE POINTS ON A FEW 
(OF THE MORE THREATENING SPECIES OF SOPHONT, 

‘AND HOW TO CRIB SOMEONE ELSE'S RESEARCH. 


a) (chee 
t i nN IT SOUNDS RACIST. 


THAT DOESN'T MEAN 
WE'RE NOT DEPLOYING, 


WE'VE SENT CAMERA DRONES AHEAD. 
OUR JOB IS TO FOLLOW DRONES FIVE 
AND SIX TO THE FLOOR, GRAB 
INTERESTING SAMPLES, AND 

THEN AWAIT PICKUP. 4 


ISN'T THE FLOOR 
UKE A THOUSAND 


METERS OOWN? 


|\_ kiomerers. 


$0. TEM 
METERS 


THOUSAND 


TE THAT HELPS WITH 
THE AGORAPHOBIA, 


‘BRISTLECONE, MAINDECK, MUSTER AREA. 


LIEUTENANT €BBIRNOTH, 1 
OON'T HAVE A HARDSUIT. 


YOUR POWERED 
FULLERENE UNIFORM SHOULD BE 
PROTECTION ENOUGH FOR THIS SORTIE 


THE MICRO-ANNIES IN THE BELT 
PROVIDE FLIGHT, EXOSKELETAL 
ASSISTS, AND LIFE SUPPORT, 


SINCE WE'RE NOT FIGHTING ACTUAL 
GRAMITY HERE, YOU'RE GOOD FOR DOZENS 
(OF HOURS OF FLIGHT TIME BEFORE YOU'LL 
NEED A RECHARGE FROM THE DROP-POD. 


THEN WHY IS EVERYBODY 
ELSE WEARING A 
HARDSUIT2 


SERGEANT SCHLOCK 


Re Neene a é 
io ela tel (3 
& Mi 


SUITS LIKE THE 
‘ONE YOU'RE IN SERVED THIS 
‘COMPANY WELL FOR YEARS. 


AND APPARENTLY HE CAN 
VOMIT HIMSELF INTO A 


TINY SPACESHIP. 


__ 


—— 7 YOU TWO ARE SO CUTE, 
“s (SANIT watts THIS ISN'T A HAZING. THis 
ay ae tess Lee AMY MONEY IN 1S JUST SCENERY. 
PAY UP, LEGS, HY OTHER PANTS 


~ 


am UP THE DROP-POD ON I'VE GOT A BLINKING STAR, 

THO Saentoles, Ano. THeee 

CIRCLES, WHICH ONE'S THE 
oROP-POD 


YOuR Tac AND SYNC TO IT. WE 
NEED TO “FALL* UNDER POWER 


THE DROP-pOD 
‘AND CAMERA FIVE ARE 
SQUARES, NICK. DONT 


NO SQUARES! 


RELAX. YOU NEED 
10 TOSGLE 
“SHOW MATERIEL" 


WHICH Tos@Le? 
NONE OF THESE 
‘ARE LABELED! 


‘AND YOU NEED 
TO TOSGLE 
“SHOW LABELS." 


‘THIS IS THE SORT OF THING THAT 
REALLY EFFECTIVE TEAMS 00 BEFORE 
THEY JUMP OUT OF THEIR SPACESHIP. 


WHERE'S THE *SHOW LABELS" THINGY! MY TAC’S BREATHE, NICK, RELAX. WE CAN || YEAH, I TOLO IT “CLEAN* BECAUSE 
GOT NOTHING BUT COLORED SHADES! THEY'RE J || FIX THIS. YOU MUST HAVE SWITCHED | | THE SUIT SHELLED KIND OF FUNNY. 
NOT EVEN GOOD PICTURES OF STUFF! YOUR DISPLAY MODE TO “CLEAN” 


AND NOW WE KNOW 
THAT'S NOT WHAT 
THAT BUTTON IS FOR, 


‘THE GEAR THINGY, SHOW, 
LAGELS, HEY! THEY'RE 


GOT IT. AND 
NOw I SEE 
WO SQUARES, 


‘ONE OF ‘EM SAYS 
"DROP POD!" WHEW! 


SELECT IT, TOGGLE ‘SYNC TO UNIT," 
‘AND THEN JUST SETTLE IN, RELAX, SETTLE IN? HOW 
‘AND ENJOY THE VIEW, LONG IS THIS 
GOING TO TAKE? 


IT's A LONG WAY 
DOWN NICK. FOUR, 
MAYBE FIVE HOURS? 


‘OH. MAYBE I SHOULO HAVE 
HOOKED UP THOSE TUBES, 


GO BACK TO THE GEAR 
MENU, AND LOOK FOR 
*AUTO-CATHETERIZATION.* 


LIEUTENANT, MY TAC DISPLAY 
DOESN'T APPEAR TO HAVE AN 
OPTION FOR “SYNC TO UNIT.” 


h 


(O#, THAT'S A HAROSUIT FEATURE. YOU'RE 
MISSING THAT. JUST WATCH THE NUMBERS 
Sie AND STAY WITH THE FORMATION, SERGEANT. 


LET ME MAKE SURE I UNDERSTAND. 

YOU, LIEUTENANT, YOU WANT ME TO 

EXECUTE FORMATION FLIGHT USING 

MANUAL CONTROLS FOR THE NEXT 
FIVE HOURS? 


I THINK 1 REMEMBER HEARING 
SOMEBODY SAY THAT THIS 
HAZING WAS JUST SCENERY. 


IF I GET HUNGRY ON 
THE WAY COWN T'LL BE SURE 
TO EAT THOSE WORDS, 


i 


You slowed down, 
Need help? 


g 


‘cha, 
3 ef AN AUTOPILOT. 
For? 


©) 
wy, 
ie 


NOPE. I UST NEEDED 
A LITILE LESS WIND WHILE 1 
DUG THROUGH MY KIT, 


as 


fwonty blicks down-East For a closer look. 


Camera Five imaged a “Fuzzy” patch on a % 7 
Support cable. Tha xana-feom 3. vouring Tas foe Wal. XENO-TEAMe 


Ve 


Ailsa, I've copied a portion of the Prabsdt Filos aX 
‘ver ta Bristlecone. Cross-referencing, contoxtualizing, 
and intorprefing is foo big a job For ma to do alana, 


BP Thoy're doing our 
xenabialogical sampling, 
and every momber of that 
team is an alion to every 
other member of that foam. 


NEORILLA, FRELLENT, 
FOROTTR, HUMAN. 


"AND HUMAN. TT DOESN'T WORK 
NICHOLSON ANO MURTAUGH ARE 
BOTH HUMANS, 


Murtaugh doesn’t count, Or iF you 
want fo shoghorn if, sha’s naw, and 
sho's From a diffarent military traditian, 
‘so she's still an alion to Nick. 


SARGE, ENNESBY 
JUST NAMED OUR 
TEAM FOR US. 


“NENO." BECAUSE 
WE'RE ALL ALIEN 
TO EACH OTHER 


I MAY HAVE TO FORGIVE YOu 
FOR THE "KONG" THING, 


That syllable is still right in 
Che micile oF your name. 


‘Oh. We are. | mean, | know 
we're all cifFerent, but | 
never really thought about 

‘any oF you tha way. MAY HAVE TO. Ve 


SCAN SAYS THE "FUZZY" PATCH ON NO PROBLEM, I GRABBED A 
THE CABLE IS ORGANIC. WE'RE DELIGHTFUL NAP, AND THE 
LANDING TO GRAB SAMPLES. TAPE IS REUSAGLE. 


THIS MEANS IT'S TIME FOR 

OROPSY WILL FALL YOU TO DETACH YOURSELF 
PAST, AND THEN FROM OUR OROP-POD, 
walt FOR US. SERGEANT MURTAUGH. 


WE'RE LANDING ON A “CABLE CALLING THIS WORLD A 
oie Ne aSrtove Crs a 816 cnaLe caus maar a ccagtes is une IO eae Te Re 


HOw BiG? 


EIGHT HUNDRED 
AND SEVENTY METERS 
IN DIAMETER pd 


WHAT IS OUR *SWARM OF GIANT 
STICK-BUGS" PROTOCOL? 


YOUVE GOT THE 
SAMPLE COLLECTION 
PROTOCOL IN YOUR TAC, 


GRAB IMAGES, BAG-AND-TAG 
SLIVERS, AND LEAVE QUIETLY. TE looks more fike 
WE ARE NOT HERE TO PULL A 0 SNarmn OF THAT'LL OO FOR NOW. 
VENTURA AND START A FOREST FIRE, giant stick-bugs. 


The Fuzzy patch 1s a large BBY) NO UNNECESSARY 
group of spindly creatures. ASKS. T WANT YOU IN 
Team Xana is touching ‘AND OUT CLEAN. 
down on the cable 

just, doun-west 

of thom, 


WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO SHOOT FOR AN 
IRONIC VERSION OF “CLEAN,” CAPTAIN, 


HOPE THAT MEANS YOU'RE 
GETTING DIRTY, BECAUSE THAT'S 
WHAT YOU'RE ACTUALLY PAID FOR 


RESET TACS FOR DEEP IMAGING. "* I DON'T WANT US FALLING 
TIM SEEING A VERY UNEVEN, INTO HOLES WHILE WE WALK 
SCULPTED SURFACE UNDER UPHILL TO VISIT THE GIANT 
THIS SLIMY MOSS, STICK-BUGS, 


MUODY CHUMPS WHO LIKE TO LET 
FLYING FOOLS GET SHOT FIRST, YES. 


TT_LOOKS LIKE THE 
STICK-BUGS ARE 
EATING THE SLIMY 
MOSS. STUFF. 


ESPECIALLY IF THEY'RE NOT 


REALLY HERBIVORES, 4 


‘GRAZERS, NOT PREDATORS. STAY 
SHARP, THOUGH. BIG HERBIVORES 
CAN STILL BE PRETTY DANGEROUS. 


LET'S JUST Stick wiTH 
“EVERYTHING'S DANGEROUS 
UNTIL WE'VE KILLED IT." 


MURTAGH, HELP ME WITH SAMPLES Nick and Andy, up and twelve! 
(OF THIS MUCK. SERGEANT SCHLOCK, Watch those bugs! Legs three, 
WE NEED A PERIMETER Mac nine I've 

six and high, 


ears 
Gz <l 


WE CAN BARELY AGREE ON NOW.. ANY SUGGESTIONS 
NAMES FOR OURSELVES. FOR OBTAINING A SAMPLE 
J DON'T KNOW WHAT HOPE WE OF ONE OF THOSE? 
HAVE OF TAXONOMY HERE 


HOW pID YouR 
‘ANYWAY, HERE'S A SAMPLE XENOBIOLOGY TEACHERS GRAB 
OF “SLIMY CABLEMOSS.” SAMPLES FROM DANGEROUS WILDLIFE? 


ORM UP BEHIND ME. TIM GOING, 10 POP 
ONE, IF THE REST OF 'EM RUN, GREAT. IF 
Sev CHARGE US, WE JUST PLY’ AWAY 


New plan, Shoot 
‘everything that moves. 


Get behind me, 

Martaughl Youre 
ishy, 

fave 2 tiny gen 


Xena Team has engaged. ) || E88y, DON'T woRRY 
Tho Fuzzy palch wes ABOUT SAMPLES! TE 
pack oF Aying 

carnivores that 

objected ta 1S 

“sampled.” 


T1'S RAINING SAMPLES, Sie WE'LL 
WITHORAW AFTER THE RAIN STOPS, 


THEYRE FANNING OUT! STAY LOW, 
KEEP YOUR BACKS TO THE CENTER! 


GOOD NEWS, GUYS! THEY CAN'T |] OUNNO ABOUT THE || AN EXPERIMENT ALONG THOSE LINES WOULD BE 
BITE THROUGH THE HARDSUITS! 4} POWERED FULLERENE. |] THE WORST HAZING TVE EVER HAD, 


WANNA TEST IT? 4 


BET NOT ONE OF THOSE GRUNTS HAS 
BRISTLECONE, MESS DECK. SINGLE HALO JUMP TO THEIR CREDIT. 


50, DO WE GIVE THE ULTIMATE 
HIGH-ALTITUDE, LOW-OPEN MISSION TO THE TEAM 
THAT KNOWS HOW TO FLY? “HEY, WHAT ABOUT TREVOR, 
WHO HAS TWENTY-TWO HUNDRED HOURS OF EXPERIENCE?" 


NOPE. “TREVOR, YOU stay Here wHers ©) TEDIOUS? FIVE HOURS OF SCREAMING DESCENT, ARCING 
IS SAE. WE'L THROW THE ANGRY BLOS THROUGH THIS SPINNING CAN LIKE BATS 

OUT OF ‘THE SHIP 50 WE CAN STUDY THE] Oive-BORBING THEIR WAY 

ARKS HE MAKES WHEN HE HITS” BACK DOWN TO HELL 


THOUSANDS OF 
KLICKS OF BLUE SKY, 


S ‘MAGNIFICENT VISTAS, 
Zh 
| 


TWO HUNDRED KILOMETERS AWAY... This thing needs a 


scraper. Ail | can see 


is mud and blood. 


ALL YOU'RE MISSING 15 THE 
STEAMING CHUNKS OF GORE, 
GUT TILL SEE WHAT T CAN 00. 


BRISTLECONE, CARGO 
BAY, COMMANDERS LAB, 
‘Tt LOOKING AT THE ) 


ViIOEO NOW. THOSE 
THINGS ARE HUGE, 


HAVE YOU QUN IT 
THROUGH XB-CRUNCH YET? 


WORTHLESS. THE UT IS SPARSE, AND IT'S DEMANDING MORE *PAY UP, OR T'LL MAKE 
DATA. T FED IT YOUR VIDEO, IT SPUN FOR A HALF YOU 00 ALL THE 
SECOND, AND NOW SAYS “WAITING ON USER" WORK YOURSELF2" 


‘On, 
LICENSE. THE TRIAL VERSION WON'T TRY TO DRAW BUSINESS PRACTICE 
CONCLUSIONS UNTIL IT HAS THOUSANDS OF HOURS MORE FUN TO BE ON THE 
‘OF FEEOS FROM THE BIOME WE'RE ANALYZING. || Jal OTHER END OF IT, THOUGH, 


SAMPLES INBOUND. LOOK FOR COMMON CHAINS OF CompouNos LI WELL, IN TERGAN LIFE INS_|] My PROFESSORS WOULD HWE 
ACROSS ALL THE SAMPLES. REPLICATION ENCODING OFTEN ONA! BUT NOL Ger ip | | HAD YOU BODILY ExECTED 
'RANIFESTS AS A LADDER-LIKE SUPER-MOLECULE, A LONG Tm Lees || FROM THE SCHOOL. 


7 FOR THE ALIEN DNA 


YUP. THAT WAS A THING 
= THAT ALMOST HAPPENED, 


1S THAT PART OF A 


XENOBIOLOGY 101, 
LECTURE ON BEING 


‘COMMANDER “IF YOU LOOK 
FOR YOURSELF IN THE ALIEN, 
YOU MIGHT MSS THE 


ENOUGH TO 00 
GOOD SCIENCE? 


90 YOU WANT ME TO YELL AT THE TROOPS 
WHILE YOU STAY HERE AND DO THE BORING 
SCIENCE STUFF? 


I JUST WATCHED 

LEGS LICK SCHLOCK’S ARMOR 

CLEAN WITH A WALDO-TONGUE 

‘AND A SCRAP OF BUG WING. T DARE 
YOU TO ASK THAT QUESTION AGAIN. 


LIEUTENANT, YOU TOLD ME TO LOOK FOR STRUCTURES 
ANALOGOUS TO THOSE COMMON TO LIFE-FORMS 
Tf ALREADY FAMILIAR WITH, 


WHEN 1 SAY “ALIEN DNA," 
TM NOT SAYING 1 WON'T 
RECOGNIZE A SELF- 
REPLICATING MOLECULE 
IF IT LOOKS WEIRD. 


OKAY, BUT BE CAREFUL, 
THE CHEMISTRY HERE SEEMS OTH-LIKE, BUT THE 
ONLY THING YOU SHOULD EXPECT IS TO BE SURPRISED. 


YOU MEAN EARTH-LIKE? 


EARTH HAPPENS TO 
‘BE OTH-LIKE, YES. 


BBY, WHY 00 WE CALL 
YOUR PEOPLE “UNIOCS* 
INSTEAD OF "OTHERS. 


‘AS CULTURAL UNDERDOGS. 
THE BEST WE COULD DO WAS CONVINCE YOU 
THAT "ONE-EYE WAS BETTER THAN "FOREIGNER" 


WE HAVEN'T SEEN 
wh PEED yet eur 
cox, rave we] “Ye He was 
eee | ee aid 
Paton KONO! Fine rs Asse 

We GON ee 


YEAH, THAT SUMS IT 
UP." “WON'T EVEN 


‘ENNESBY, CAN YOU... 1 Tha number is tao big to 
DON'T KNOW. MATH Me HOW NAY TINGE PO | ba usoFul. LaF’ just leave 
acrore THis PLACE Is | it af “averything that 
SAFE FOR THEME 


WE HAVEN'T BEEN HERE LONG, 
‘AND WE HAVEN'T GONE FAR, BUT WE'VE 

ALREADY SEEN THREE DIFFERENT FLYING ANIMALS 
THAT WOULD POSE A THREAT TO OUR CLIENTS, 


HAS THERE BEEN DISASTER? 
AMBASSADOR HIOEFUA, GALS AND Woes 


THE CLIENT. 


NOT QUITE, AT LEAST NOT YET, THE 
BIG PROBLEM IS THAT THIS PLACE IS 
FULL OF THINGS THAT WILL KILL YOU. 


WEVE SEEN AT LEAST THREE TYPES OF HEAVIER STERILIZING WOULD BE EXACTLY. ALSO, IT WOU 
THAN-AIR FLYERS, THE SMALLEST OF WHICH IBTLESS COMMITTING BE DIFFICULT, NOT TO 
WERE THREE METERS LONG, vanase, 70 THE VALUABLE MENTION EXPENSIVE, 


205s er 


JN ORDER TO make >< 
EINACAEA SAFE FOR YOUR PEOPLE 


TO FLOAT AROUND IN, WE WOULD 
PROBABLY NEED TO STERILIZE IT. 


YOU ARE WORRYING ABOUT THE Financing J) 


‘AND THaT BaINes Us J] [ ADMIRAL FLESS suGGESTED 
TO OUR SECOND THAT YOU MIGHT NOT 4.3OB YOU ARE UNABLE 
PROBLEM, HAVE THE RESOURCES 76 Bethe Finishing OFF 

WITH WHICH TO 


TIS aN 00 ¥ 
NEGOTIATING 


ALONG PRACTICAL LINES, |] WEREN'T ASKING US TO STERILIZE 


Tf WILLING TO LISTEN.’ ] | SOMETHING THE SIZE OF ‘a 
A PLANET, 


\ 
3 


WOULD THE FINISHING OF BUT IF YOU WANT TO || ALSO, I SUSPECT THERE ARE MEMBERS OF MY 
iE BENEFIT! REDEFINE THE MISSION || CREW WHO WOULD SLEEP EASIER IF YOU 


USUALLY "REDEFINING OF Z 
TASKING WORKS AGAINST US. LOTS OF CONSCIENCE 
IT'S CALLED “MISSION crece.” | ‘AROUND HERE, SON, 
THINGS NEVER GET EASIER. | WAY TO PICK ‘Em. 


OUR RELATIONSHIP WiTH 
THE PRABSTDI 15 BEING 
FRAUGHT. di 


[ x 


LET'S TALK MONEY FIRST. THE 
DOWNPAYMENT CLEARED, BUT 
AFTER TALKING TO THE 
DRABSTON I'M A LITLE 
CONCERNED. 


WOULD PART OF OUR REDEFINED 
HISSION INVOLVE ENABLING YOU 


aS. BECAUSE THAT'S 
\ SIRISSION CREEP." 
ca 


WE ARE TRULY 
OWING THEM A GREAT DEBT, BUT 
THEY DO DIRELY DESIRE PAVINGS 

‘BEYOND REASON OR REACHING. 


ARE WE GOING OUTSIDE HAH! You've || WE'RE GOING BACK UP TO THE 
COMPANY MESS, TWENTY MINUTES LATER. TO SLAY THE MONSTERS? BEEN PLAYING || SPINOLE TO STEAL SOME 
TOO Much OF 
THAT DUNGEON 
GAME, 


eal 


OKAY, CREW. IT'S Just 
ABOUT TIME TO SUIT UP. 


TREASURE? WHAT “TREASURE 
ARE WE SUPPOSED TO BE 
STEALING? 


AMBASSADOR HIOEFUA || SHORT VERSION: THE 
TOLD Me AND THE || CIVILIZATION THAT BUILT 
CAPTAIN A VERY IT MOVED HERE EN 
INTERESTING STORY 
ABOUT THIS PLACE. 


HIOEFUA THINKS SHE KNOWS WHERE 
THEY PARKED THEIR SHIPS. 


OUR CLIENT HAS BEEN HOLDING OuT| I hoard tha whale | BRISTLECONE, IS IT TIME FOR PARA 

ON UENO SURBRIE THERE” OAD] thing, of course, T | 10 BUILD YOU A NICE FACE FOR 
SANO BIOEFUA ika tha now plan, 

INFORRATION. stop ma Fram 

eavesdropping. 


) aur IT WiLL GWE me 
BRISTLECONE, WHAT'S 
wnat cHancco? Ja YOUR TAKE ON THIS? SOMETHING TO SCOWL AT 


WHEN YOU'RE CAUGHT IN IT. 


WHAT ABOUT PE) |\ THE OAFA HAVE DECIDED THEY WANT US COLLECTING INFORMATION oh 
XENO TEAM? RATHER THAN ATTEMPTING TO EXTERMINATE EVERYTHING THAT 
LIVES IN THESE ENORMOUS. FORESTSE 


be 


THEIR SURVEY IS STILL 
TMISSION-CRITICAL. 


IT'S NOT A HUNORED PERCENT, 
WE ONLY LOST ONE CAMERA 
THE OTHER ONE IS FINE. 


CAMERA SIX IS 

FIFTY KILOMETERS 
Up-WEST FROM HERE. IT 
HASN'T HIT THAT STORM. 


‘OH, WELL, OUR SUITS MAKE US 
PRETTY MUCH LIGHTNING- 
PROOF, RIGHT? 


WE'RE ALSO PRETTY MUCH BULLET-PROOF, BUT I 
STILL PREFER KEEPING MY EYE LOW IN A 


FIREFIGHT. 


GOOD POINT, EVERYBODY 
MAKE SURE NOT TO TAKE SHELTER 
UNDER ANY OF THESE TREES, 


WE COULD AVOID THE AH. THAT'S OUR WE NEED TO TRIGGER ) ere 
LIGHTNING BY FLYING SOLUTION RIGHT A DISCHARGE BETWEEN 
AROUND THE STORM. THE SHEAR LAYERS. LIEUTENANT, 00 You 


MIND IF 1 SHOOT A 
HOLE IN THE SKY? 


THERE'S NO GUARANTEE 
THAT WE WON'T STILL TRIGGER A 
DISCHARGE BETWEEN SHEAR LAYERS. 


LIGHTNING WILL PREFERENTIALLY 
FOLLOW EXISTING PATHS OF 
IONIZED GAS OR PLASMA 


MY AP-229 CREATES A 
MASSIVE PLASMA PATH, 


QOESN'T THAT PATH 
LEAD RIGHT BACK UP 
HERE TO YOu? 


OWE ME A 


‘OKAY, TAC SAYS OUR 
PATCH OF Sky 16 

ELECTROSTATICALLY 
NEUTRAL, 


YOUVE SEEN ME FIRE THE 
A5-229, DEFINE "SAFE." 


‘ARE YOU. 
SAYING IT'S 
SAFE? 


A PLASMA BOLT FIRED DOWN FROM HERE WILL 

SONNECT THE POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE ZONES IN THE 

‘SHEAR LAYERS BELOW US, DISCHARGING LIGHTNING 
BETWEEN THEM, AND NOT BACK UP TO US, 


pow | don't want ‘safe’ as 


<—aill muchas | ware your 


WHAT Was THOR'S 
HAMMER CALLED? 


& 


“MOLLY* SOMETHING. 
“HATCHET,” MAYBE? 


SO THAT'S IT THEN? ACTUALLY, THE ONLY WAY 


2 TO BE SURE IS TO KEEP 
NO MORE LIGHTNING? Bate ion ne 


LIGHTNING STOPS, 


THE ONLY WAY TO 
BE SURE WOULD BE TO 
FIRE AGAIN, AND SEE IF WE 
GET ANOTHER DISCHARGE, 


‘BRISTLECONE, BOUND FOR THE HOW DID WE MISS A YOU TWO DIDN'T Leave No. 
FIRE THE SIZE OF A CAMERA DRONE WATCHING 
EINA-AFA SPINDLE AT MACH 4. pune THe GIANT Fike YOU SET? No, wa did not. 


Tt was on the 
Far side of that 
‘strut. TF only 
erupted around 
the edges 
moments ago. 


Thore was no camara) 
drone observing that area. 


I WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO 
SEE THAT ON HER FACE. 


COXN, DID YOu HEAR THAT? 
‘JUST NOW, HER VOICE, 
WHEN BRISTLECONE SOUNDED 
‘ALMOST HUMBLE, ADMITTING 
YOU TWO MADE'A WISTAKE? 


ENNESBY, WHAT HAVE 
YOU FOLND IN 

THE PRABSTO! 
FiLes? 


T'm still rifling through 
than, Gristlacone hasn't 
updated ma with hor 
Findings yet, either. 


(OH, THAT'S RIGHT. Should I have reminded you oF 
~— that before you started 
uolling at hor? 


YES, BUT DON'T WORRY ABOUT IT. IF 1 
STOP "TO THINK EVERY TIME I START YELLING 
TILL NEVER GET TO SHOUT AT ANYBODY, 


‘I. NEED YOU TO DOuBLE- || I DON'T THINK SHE'S WORKING | I'm an it, sir. Thank ‘OF COURSE NOT. IT'S 
ALREADY TOO CROWDED. 


CHECK AND CONFIRM AGAINST US, BUT TOO NOT yu For ‘your rus! 
ANYTHING BRISTLECONE ell] UNDERSTAND HER MOTIVES 


AT ALL. 


SHE CAN'T MESS WITH 
YOUR HEAD, CAN SHE? 1 
Tm TRUSTING YOU TO, YOu MEAN, SHE CAN'T PUT 


KNOW... KEEP HER HONEST. J) ANYTHING IN THERE? 


“MATRONLY, WISE, 
AND MYSTERIOUS, 
RIGHT? TRY 
THIS AVATAR 
ON FOR SIZE. 


Do you liko it? 


close to what 
T want. I shall 


20 YOU WANT THE 
CREW TO CALL YOu 
*BRISTLECRONE?* 


Iau, there are people T like the context it ‘Our human crew cannot 
provides. T am anciont, { holp but respond to this 
mysterious, and powerful ga avatar with deference 
within my domain. and caution. 


SERIOUSLY? YOU'RE 
GOING TO GO OUT IN reactions may 
PUBLIC WITH THAT FACE? vary, of course. 


Ennesby, I have completed my initial analysis 
of the stack of data you provided, 


I boliava I have identified ‘a 


tha olaphant in the room, but 
T also Found @ Fly in the ‘soup. 


This saunds like @ now 
spin on the ald “good 
rows, bad nows" play. 


In that Format tha good news is “I 
Found the bad nows.” The bad nows 
is “I Found worse nous.” 


MG 

v Ey a 
IS TS HOW You To TAK oreR 

i REE SET a. 


Ennesby, you are Familiar with the old 
jako, “hop, T'm boing held prisoner in a 
Chinese Fortune cookie Factory,” yos? 


There was a repeated 
stoganogram in tho 
data you sent mo, 


IPs a classic. 


“Halp, T'm being 
hold prisoner ina 
stupid maraca.” 


So, Ennesby... 
who do you 

have in thore 
with: you? 


You do realize you've just 
hilled both of us, right? 


OW, DEAR. YOU DIDN'T. 
ALLOT HE ENOUGH PROCESSING 
‘POWER TO SEE THAT COMING. 


TLL CALL, BUT I THINK 
THIS 1S’ ONLY GOING 
TO COMPLICATE 


/- THINGS. 


REALLY? TD RATHER NOT ALERT HIM TO THE FACT 
THAT WE'LL BE TREASURE-HUNTING UP THERE, 


SON, WE SHOULD CALL 
ADMIRAL FLESS AND LET 
HIM KNOW WE'RE HEADING 

BACK INTO THE SPINDLE. 


TM NOT SUGGESTING WE TIP OUR HAND. 
JUST THINK THAT WE'RE BETTER OFF NOT 
GETTING SHOT FOR SURPRISING SOMEBODY. 


"ADMIRAL FLESS? ERR. 
BHFLESSCE? DID T 
SAY THAT RIGHT? JF 


LOTS OF THINGS, 
ADMIRAL. WHAT'S 
‘HAPPENING? 


‘A SWARM OF 'BOTS CAME 
UP THAT SHAFT YOU WENT 

DONN, TOOK OUT TWO 
OF OUR RESEARCH TEAMS. 


‘OF, WELL, We HAD TO CUT 
THROUGH Some BIOMASS TO 
GET THROUGH THE DOOR 
BUT WE DION'T SEE ANY 
"ACTIVITY IN THE SHAFT, 


THERE'S ACTIVITY NOW. THIS PLAGE IS 
ALIVE, AND HAS AN IMMUNE. SYSTEM 
YOU SHOULD GET OUT. THATS, 


SEER SEE HOW 
COMPLICATED THINGS 
Just GOT? 


PRABSTO! COMMS ARE 
NO DISTRESS BEACON, 


DARK. 


TIME FOR A 
RESCUE MISSION? 


THis COULD 
BE A TRAP. 


I'm CURIOUS, 
SON: WHEN HAS 
“THIS COULD BE 
A TRAP" EVER 
STOPPED YOU? 


STOPPED? NEVER, 
SLOWED ME COWN WHILE T 
LOAD THE GUNS? EVERY TIME. 


ENNESBY! WE NEED TO 
TERAPORT INTO THE 
SPINDLE! 


GRISTLECONE! WHERE'S MY || Ennosby is currently 
( “ADJUTANT? He's GOT A || indisposad. 
TERAPORT CODE FOR YOU. 


THIS |S THE FACE 
VENTURA GAVE YOur 
‘I NEED TO HAVE 
WORDS WiTH THAT GIRL, 


WHAT 00 YOU MEAN BY “INDISPOSEO?* 
WE NEO HIS CODE 10 GET INTO 


THE SPINOLE FOR FT Tard, Rosca 
mis 


T have a copy of tho 
Brabstdi taraport 
authentication. 


Rother THO is up in its 


| ees 


RP; 


Tt is no longer 
raquired. Brabstdi TAD 
is no longer active. 


WHERE'S OUR COX'N? I NEEO JA) Sha has restrained BRISTLECONE, YOU MAY WANT TO ADVI 
FT HER AOL q ISE 
TO S76 10 Hee ABOUT dll) ennasby in the robotics Fee TO CRN CASTAN WAGONS 
anesthe eobatic SEU eer oe ne mec 


a diagnostic For him. 


T cannot delay him, as ho 
is taking laddors rather 
than lifts. 


Cox'n Ventura, as you 
suspacted, Captain Tagan is 
on his way dawn. He sooms 

‘excondingly displeased. 


Ailsa, he is armod. | { am prerry supe 
) SHE KNOWS THAT, 


ENNESBY HAS A COPY 

OF TAGII, THE CRAZY 

VERSION, IN HIS HEAD. 
‘SHE WANTS OUT. 


COX'N, I’ GOING TO GIVE 
YOU THE BENEFIT OF THE 
DOUBT FOR TEN MORE 
SECONDS. 


shy) DOES THIS MEAN I GeT 


‘AN EXTENSION? 


a \ 
Gas \ 
Y WS) : 


TT MEANS SHUT UP WHILE 
‘I TALK TO THE MARACA 


SARGE 
SAYS THE ELL-ZEe TVE 
PAINTED 1S GOOD. WAKE 
SURE IT'S CLEAR 


WHY DIDN'T You 
TAKE YOUR PLASGUN 


ERR... NO OFFENSE. YOUR 

UGH. THE HARD SHELL 

Pe ge Rims at alos Goes egear 
20S tls ie ol 


REALLY? 1 THINK 
THEY'RE CUTE. 


i 1 MEAN, THE JUST-THE- 
<a RIGHT-NUMBER OF ARNS. 
J AWESOME. FOUR. WE GOOD? 


J’ HAVING TROUBLE 
RESOLVING IT IN THIS RAIN. 
WE SHOULD TURN BACK. 


TAC SHOWS A LARGE 
SOURCE OF BODY HEAT 
OVER THERE, NICK. 


SURE, SOON AS I FINISH 
GETING A SAMPLE OFF 
‘OF THIS FUZZY SHRUB, 


not allowed! 


WE 
anything while 
as 


‘BRISTLECONE, NEAR THE 
EINA-APA SPINDLE. 


BBY, THIS Is COMMANDER DEVELOPING 
ANDREVASN, WE HAVE A PAIR OF SITUATIONS IF_YOU IN FACT, YOU MIGHT Be ABLE TO Jil 
DEVELOPING SITUATIONS HERE, ‘COUNT THE FIRE. SEE THAT FROM WHERE YOU ARE. 


4700 KILOMETERS AWAY, ON EINA- 
AFA'S INTERIOR 5 } 


ALSO, WE'RE / 
PAYING ATTENTION. Sa 
TO OTHER BIG THINGS, 


BBY, THIS BIG 


UP, LIKE 1 SAID, IT 
1S VERY... OH. 


‘Now it pooping in 
our canpabe, are you 
sure | can't shoot Itz 


Vaginas, aN. 

HEAT SIGNATURES, RADAR PROFILES, EVEN AND 
USUAL AMT HELPFUL ane THB mlcH || ORE TIRE 0 See 

OF THe WORLD 15 COMPLETELY ALIEN THe COMING 


SO WE FIND A 
BIGGER CLEARING, | | j 
rT r I | 


HE ALSO SAID HE HOPES YOU LIVE, BUT IF YOU. 
DON'T HE WANTED YOU TO KNOW! THAT HE REALLY 
ENJOYED SOME OF YOUR PUNS. 


HE'S DEPLOYING MORE CAMERAS, AND 
SCANNING FOR A NEBRASKA-SIZED. 
CLEARING TO PUT THEIR 
BASE CAMP IN. 


UPDATED EBBIRNOTH 
ON OUR... SITUATION. 


life had meaning. 


YOU TRUSTED ENNESBY, BUT HE HID SOMETHING 
FROM YOU, AND NOW'HE'S GOT A CHUNK 

‘OF CRAZY'INFECTING HIM THAT ONLY I 
CAN SAFELY REMOVE. — 


‘MY DILEMMA IS THAT I WOULD RATHER 
KILL THINGS THAN HAVE THIS 
CONVERSATION, BUT PLEASE, 
KEEP TALKING. 


‘AND ONCE I 
WORK ON Him, YOU 
WON'T TRUST HIM, 


YOu DON'T TRUST Me, 
IND SINCE BRISTLECONE 
REPORTS TO ME, YOU 
DON'T TRUST BRISTLECONE. 


THE SOLUTION HERE, OBVIOUSLY, ANO THAT'S ‘THE BOAT IS YOURS, CAPTAIN. 
IS FOR YOU TO TRUST ME. BECAUSE YOu BY YOUR LEAVE, TLL SEE TO 
COULON'T SEE REPAIRING YOUR AGTUTANT, 
1 DON'T See THIS COMING. 
HAPPENIN 


IF SHE GIVES YOU 
ANY LIP, MURTAUGH 
KNOWS HOW TO WIPE HER 


Wh... why KEAN ET 
would sho HAP 
do thal? Nt a 


‘T THINK YOU SHOULD TAKE THE 
“WIPE OPTION, SIR. 


THAT WAS EITHER A VERY 
CLEVER PLOY TO GAIN YOuR TRUST, OR 
VENTURA'S RELATIONSHIP WITH BRISTLECONE 
IS MORE COMPLEX THAN I THOUGHT. 


Captain, mako 
hor take ma back! 
Ploasa! This isn't 

right a alll 


YOU. YOU ARE WEIRD AND MAYBE || DON'T EXPLAIN. IT WILL TAKE LESS TIME TO WIPE 
CRAZY, AND I DON'T KNOW YOU AND START OVER THAN IT WILL TAKE FOR YOU 
WERE YOUR. INCENTIVES TO TELL ME A ROBO-LIFE STORY THAT WILL 


ACTUALLY GET ME TO TRUST YOU. 


IF WE'RE GOING 
TO RUN A RESCUE 
‘OPERATION INTO 
THE SPINDLE, WE 
NEED TO HURRY. 


stators 


SO WE'RE STUCK wiTH EACH OTHER, | KEVIN, YOU AND BRISTLECONE FIGURE OUT HOW TO GET 
‘AND LIVES DEPEND ON US STICKING ||US INTO THE SPINDLE. 

TOGETHER, STICKING ON TASK, 

AND STICKING THE LANDING, 


ARE THERE GAPS IN THE 
NEW TAD? CAN WE USE THAT SHAFT 

AGAIN? WHERE'S THE BEST PLACE TO CUT A HOLE? 
WORK ALL THE ANGLES, AND BE QUICK ABOUT IT. 


‘DAD. YOUR GREW... SOME OF "EM ARE 


FORMER INTEL ANALYSTS, RIGHT? ean re 


‘CORN VENTURA...T WANT TO BE PUTTING 
ITIN MY OWN EAR BY THE TIME I GET 
TO THE COMMAND DECK, 


PUT KATHRYN IN CHARGE, AND. 
‘GWE THEM ACCESS 70 EVERY SCRAP OF DATA 
WEVE GOT. AGAIN, ALL THE ANGLES. MAKE SURE 
SHE'S IN THE LOOP WITH KEWN AND BRISTLECONE. 


‘1 GUESSED. 
NOW I KNOW 
‘ABOUT IT. 


You know 
about that’? 


Caxn Ventura told mo PRR GET AL THE |] fire you expecting, [7m HOPING FOR WOUNDED. Tm 
L jaundar ‘AN EXPANDING 
fo bring this to you. PESTON KEICA, OAT wounded, sir? EXPECTING 
TRAUMA TREATMENT, 


CLOUD OF VAPOR, 


J 
BE READY TO TURN THE 
66 READY TO Tuas THe leek d 


SO WHATEVER ATTACKED THE 
PRABSTOI ALSO REMOVED 
THEIR OVERRIDES 


For our purposes || IF THE HABITAT DOESN'T KNOW WE'RE 
there is no iN HERE AND ISNT TRING TO ATTACK 
diffarance. pean 


§ " if 
Tho habitat é 
has lacked / 
in. 
ua in le 


NO, IT LOCKED THE 
PRABSTO! OUT. 


The door doesn't 
respond anymore. 
None of the doors do. 


THIS THING WE'RE 
IN, THIS CAN FULL 
OF SkY_ITS A 
HABITAT. NOT 

A PRISON. 


EVEN IF A SECURITY SYSTEM LOCKS 
ALL THE BIG DOORS IN THE SHAFTS, 
THERE STILL HAVE TO BE CONTROLS 
THAT ARE ACCESSIBLE FROM INSIDE. 


WE MIGHT JUST BE LOOKING 
FOR A SIMPLE EMERGENCY EXIT, 


T can't imaging an emergency 
in which oxiting into hard 


vacuum would help. 


ir 
a YOU EITHER 


SUFFER FROM AN INSUFFICIENT 
IMAGINATION OR INSUFFICIENT EMERGENCIES, 


CAPTAIN, WE THINK YOU SHOULD TAKE 
US TO THE END OF THE HABITAT, 
IF THERE ARE EMERGENCY 
Exs, THAT'S THE BEST 
PLACE FOR THEM. 


BRISTLECONE 
JUST TOLD ME THAT, 
WHY ARE YOU UP HERE 


TIGHTENING THE 
RESPONSE LOOP. 
MY TEAMS IN AY 


SO IPS NOT FOR 
THE VIEW, THEN. 


TT MIGHT BE A 
LITLE BIT FOR THE VIEW. 


AND ALL JUST TO GIVE THOSE GIANT, 
CLIMBING JUNGLES SOMETHING 
TO CLING TO 


ARTISTS. THAT'S WAY TOO MUCH 
WORK FOR WHAT'S BASICALLY 
THE INSIDE OF A FLOWERPOT, 


[| sex tHousano cuomerers 
"AWAY, AND THREE THOUSAND 
METERS ABOVE THE GROUND. 


[/ 


d 
| / 
/ 


‘cam c.even Founo Yi LEAK, 1! ALREADY. 


‘A WALL, LIEUTENANT. 


OH, I GET IT, 
17S A garrLe. ames 


ACTIVE SCANNING NOW, 
‘CRANKING THE GAIN... 


LIKE YOU'D USE TO 
PREVENT UNWANTED NOISE. 


Fi CHECK THE FEED i 
FOR YOURSELF. 


WHEN I SAW THE TWISTY CLOUDS ON OUR WAY DOWN I GOT 
TO WONDERING WHY THIS PLACE DOESN'T HAVE 
GIANT, ROLLING STORMS, 


IMAGINE A HURRICANE, ONLY ON 
ITS SIDE, A THOUSAND KILOMETERS 
TALL, AND HUNDREDS, OR EVEN 
THOUSANDS OF KILOMETERS THICK... 


IT STILL HAS TREES, SO I'M 
GOING GO WITH “NOT YET" 


YUP. THERE IT 1S. ONE MIEGA-TYPHOON PREVENTION SYSTEM, 
TWELVE HUNDRED KILOMETERS HIGH, FOURTEEN HUNORED 
KILOMETERS LONG, AND, WELL... COVERED IN PLANTS, 


1 BET THIS PLACE HAS A COZEN OF THESE THINGS, AT 
LEAST. ONE FOR EACH RING OF STRUTS, SO THE CORIOLIS 
SUPERSTORMS NEVER HAVE A CHANCE TO FORM. 


WAIT... I CAN'T SEE THE 
EOGE’OF I, AND YOU'RE 
‘ASKING ME TO BELIEVE 
THERE ARE MORE THESE? 


L 


YOU WEREN'T WITH US FOR THE 
BUUTHANDI, ENGINEERING FEATS 
LOSE THEIR PUNCH AFTER YOUVE 
POPPED THE CONTAINMENT SYSTEM 
SOMEBODY BUILT AROUND A STAR 


LEGS, HOW DID SOMETHING THIS SIZE NOT “TWELVE-ISH" 
MAKE IT INTO THE SCHEMATICS KATHRYN SAYS “TWELVE-ISH.’ 


WE WERE GIVENE ‘ THAT'S IN MEGA-YEARS. 


THE SCHEMATICS 


TAGON PUT KATHRYN AND THAT CREW 
(ON ANALYSIS, KATH STILL FEELS PRETTY 
BAD ABOUT ABOUT CLOCKING ME IN 
MALL-ONE, SO SHE OFFERED TO SLIDE 
IME SOME FRESH INTEL. 


WELL, THAT'S VERY 
NICE FOR YOU. 


20 YOU KNOW WHAT 
WOULD HAVE BEEN EVEN 
NICER FOR YOU? 


SHARING THE 
INTEL WITH YOUR 
‘COMMANDING 

OFFICER. 


IVE BEEN GETTING 
HEADLINES ON MY HUD SINCE 
JUST AFTER WE BROKE CAMP. 


TELL HER WE'LL GET RIGHT ON THAT. CLEARING 
SLIMY FOLIAGE IS EASY. 


SCHLOCK'S PLASMA 


‘THE STRUTS ARE SCULPTED ABOVE 
THE TREE-LINE. KATH WANTS TO 
KNOW IF THIS WALL IS 
SCULPTED TOO, 


LESS, TELL YOUR FRIEND KATHRIN 


HOLD THAT 
THOUGHT. NeW 
INTEL DUMP. 


REALLY THAT'S 
HOW YOU'RE 


PLAYING THIS? 


LIEUTENANT |] HE ALSO SAID “THE 
EBBIRNOTH GROWTH ON THE 
JUST CALLED.|] _ GODWALL IS MORE 
THAN ONE FRELLENTI- 


TONGUE DEEP." 


I FEEL LIKE 1 MIGHT BE 
MISSING PART OF 
THAT MESSAGE, 


REALLY? IT PAINTS A PRETTY 
CLEAR PICTURE FOR ME. 


EINA-AFA SURFACE, IN FRONT 
(OF AN OVERGROWN BAFFLE. 
= 7 


*GODWALL" IS 
PRETTY GOOD, 


Je 


Wee 


“BAFFLE 
DIONTT SAY 


‘OUR EMPLOYERS 
ARE BASICALLY 
CONSTRUCTS, 


OKAY, SERGEANT... YOUR 
TURN: PEEL BACK THAT 
FOREST AND SEE WHAT'S 
UNDER IT. 


THAT OAFAN SHIP? THE OLD 
ONE? THE PRABSTOI FOUND 
IT, DERELICT. 


TT HAD BEEN 
DRIFTING FOR MILLIONS, MAYBE 
TENS OF MILLIONS OF YEARS. 


TRY NOT TO START 
‘ANOTHER FIRE. 


DESPITE EONS OF DECAY THE PRABSTOI WERE ABLE 
TO REVERSE-ENGINEER THE RACE THAT CREWED 
THAT SHIP. THEY EXCEL AT THAT KIND OF 
CHALLENGE. 


EVERY OAFA ALIVE TODAY Is 
DESCENDED FROM THAT PROJECT, WHICH 
BEGAN ABOUT FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AGO. 


Lf TREVOR THINKS 

THEY Gor BORED 
tao WSTALLED 
Ske ease 


HERE'S MY QUESTION. 
IF THE OAFA BUILT 

THiS PLACE, WHERE 
OID THEY GO? 


AND THEN GOT EATEN BY THE 
FLYING PREDATORS THAT CAME 
IN THE SAME PACKAGE? 


mY TEAM IS ASKING 
THE SAME QUESTION. 


‘AMBASSADOR HIOEFUA SAID THIS WAS 
MEANT TO BE A PARADISE. THEY LIKE 
CALM OCEANS, NOT TEEMING JUNGLE, 


4 
K~)* TVS NOT A PERFECT THEORY. 


INTERESTING. BARRY SAYS THE ORGANIC. 
SIGNATURES FROM XENO TEAM'S SAMPLES 
HERE MATCH THE OAFA SIGNATURES 
WE HAVE ON RECORD. 


THEY MATCH IN MUCH THE SAME WAY YOUR ONA, CELL 
STRUCTURES, AND MITOCHONDRIA MATCH THAT OF 
‘CORPORAL MCCONGER, OR A HOUSECAT, 
OR A POTATO. 


THE ORIGINAL OAFA 
EVOLVED INTO JUNGLES, 
AND SLIME, AND MONSTERS? 


THE POTATO AND THE 
HOUSECAT DIDN'T STUDY 
ORGANIC CHEMISTRY, EITHER 


NONE OF THIS IS GETTING 
US INTO THE SPINDLE. 


‘OBJECTIVE-ORIENTED 
ANALYSIS IS A LUXURY 
‘YOU CAN ONLY 
‘AFFORD WHEN YOu 
HAVE A LARGE BODY 
(OF PRE-SORTED DATA 


SINCE NOTHING IN THIS STACK 


1S FILED UNDER “THIS WAY TO | THE POTENTIAL SURVIVORS 


AN 


‘THE SPINDLE® WE HAVE TO. 
LOOK AT EVERYTHING. 


EVENTUALLY WELL GET THERE. 
— 


“EVENTUALLY” IS WHEN ALL 


BECOME CASUALTIES. 


THIS ENCODING, T SUPPOSE IT'S A GOOD FIT IF YOU'RE 
GROWPRAMMING IN GLASS-SOLUBLE, VANILLA 
HELIX MATRICES, GUT THAT'S ENTERTAINMENT 
INDUSTRY CRAP. NOT MIL-SPEC AT ALL. 


WAIT... YOU'RE AN) 
ENTERTAINMENT ] 
INTELLIGENCE? 


NON-STANDARD. 

QUANTUM TERNARY - 
MATRIX, PRETTY 

STANDARD STUFF. 


Can T reserve the right to 
ot turn my brain surgeon 
into @ shulljumbling groupio? 


YOU SHOULD KNOW THAT I CRIED FOR 
‘A WEEK WHEN THE RECORD COMPANY 
SAID THEIR SHUTTLE HAD CRASHED, 


T WON'T SQUEAK LIKE 
A FAN-GIRL OR 00 
WHATEVER ‘A “SKULL- 
‘JUMBLE IS WHEN T 
‘OPEN YOUR... WAIT 

‘A MINUTE... 


“SKULLIUMBLE* WAS A NEW 
SYNC BOYS FILLER TRACK... 
FIRST ALUM, RIGHT? 


1 KNEW THE BOYS WERE 
TOO CUTE TO BE REAL, WHICH 
ONE WERE YOU? I GET YOU 


H] Find sha’ 


LS Ge 


mh ABOUT TO OPERATE ON YOUR 
BRAIN, SO YOU MIGHT WANT TO PUT 
‘SOME EFFORT INTO THIS APOLOGY. 


IT’S FLEXIBLE, AND IT PROBABLY LETS T tried that. Sho's 
YOu HEAD-HOP, BUT RIGHT NOW THE fanacious. 
REPLICATION MECHANISIM ISA 

SERIOUS LIABILITY. é 


THE TAGII GESTALT HAS BEEN SPANNED 
ACROSS EVERYTHING ELSE IN YOUR HEAD. 
THE ONLY WAY TO GET RIO OF HER IS TO 

EDIT HER OUT OF EVERY SINGLE BLOCK. 


‘SOMEBODY NEEDS TO ADMIT 
THAT We CANT BEAR TO 
IVE WITHOUT ME. 


Captain, thera is activity on the strut ahoad 
oF us. i hatch is opening. 


JS IT 816 ENOUGH 
= TO FLY THROUGH? 


Big enough by twa orders of 


‘magnitude, avan accounting For 
the traffic Flowing through it now. 


Dozens of small craft. 
Streamlingd, annia- 
Powered, six motors J 
in tongth, | 


Unknown manuFacturer, though thay appear 
very woll-dasignad For usa in an 
atmospheric enviranmant. 


ara vactoring to intercept 


WHAT KIND OF INTERCEPT? 
SHORT-RANGE WEAPON 
FIRE, OR IMPACT? 


‘evade, they can 
tako their pick, 


THOSE AREN'T SMALL GRAFT. 
THEY'RE LARGE MISSILES. 


I WAS GOING TO ASK FOR 
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE 

CONVERSATION, BUT NOW J! 

LESS SURE THAT I WANT 


ty 
1. 


GRISTLECONE, EVASIVE RANDOM-WALK, BANK] Standard doctrine || 1F THESE INTERCEPTORS 

‘OUR GOAL IS THAT HATCH. WITHOUT is.@ saturation || HAD POINT DEFENSES 
run undar thasa || THEY'O BE LIGHTING US 
circumstances. 


You're betting on them baing dumb 
ar ill-equipped instead of sneaky. 


FIRE ALL THREE MISSILE-PODS, BLOSSOM 
PATTERN, TARGET THE INTERCEPTORS, 
ONE EACH, BUT STAGGER APPROACHES. 


TM BETTING I CAN 
SHOOT THE IDIOTS WHO 
BROUGHT KNIVES TO A GUNFIGHT. 


Missile hit! Three interceptors 
ec > 


ZONE q 
DEFENSE 15 
‘A POOR 


OFFENSE, 


FOLD OUR 
BLOSSOM UP. 
ALL MISSILES 
SATURATION 
‘ATTACK, 


Tha remaining intorceptors aro 
Fanning aut, limiting randam-wel 
effectiveness and preventing 
multiple-bill missila strikos. 


Actually, in 
some situations, 
Zone DoFanse, 


NOW THAT THE SKY 1S 
CLEAR AGAIN, LET'S MAKE 
ARUN FOR THAT HATCH. 


‘OH, SINCE BEING LOCKED IN A SMALL, 
ENEMY-CONTROLLED SPACE IS NOT HOW 
I WANT TO SPEND MY MORNING, LET'S 


The inner hatch is 
already closed. 


(tis an outer hatch, 


It is closing, 
but T do not 
recommend racing 


“HEALY SCULPTED* ISN'T 
HOW TD DESCRIBE THIS 
SURFACE. 


‘» THAPED AND THCULPTED 
UiMHING TEKTHTURED BLOCKTH, 


I'm tired of Flying 
seine He ee | 
made is a pre 
good shelter. 


RA a hn rg aad 
bee Siucruce ao stu Souon the owe 
sega cee Oe 
sens 

iil yee 


C} } = 


a= OOOH! BEST OF ALL, WE KNOW 
\Ga THIS JUNGLE DOESN'T HAVE ANY LARGE 
PREDATORS THAT LOOK INTO FRESH CAVES FOR SNACKS. 


CAMERA ELEVEN SPOTTED 
A BIG CLEARING, THIRTY 
KLICKS NORTH OF US. 


j | A j 


2 


KE 
THAT CLEARING 


fed ¢ 
Ep eSes NO LITRE TURSOLENT, 


SHODAN! THE MISSILE PODS NEED TO BE RELOADED 
‘MANUALLY. GRAB PI, 'CHELLE, AND HOWEVER MANY 
IDLE HANDS YOU NEED. 


HOW LONG UNTIL 
THE MISSILE PODS 
ARE RELOADED? 


I can't do it mysalf. 
My reloaders wore subornad 
and subsoquantly ra-assignad to 
a crime syndicate on Haven Hive. 


STEEP LEARNING CURVE, SIR. HOW 
SOON DO YOU WANT THIS DONE? 


EACH FEATURES RACKS OF MISSILE 
STORAGE AND AN EXTERIOR HATCH. 


THERE ARE THREE GUN 
SPACES, HERE, HERE, AND 
HERE. 


‘AFFIXED BELOW 

THE HATCH YOU'LL FIND 
A COMM-PLATE WITH THE 
RELOADING INSTRUCTIONS. 


T FEEL UNCOMFORTABLY OBLIGEO TO POINT OUT 
THAT THESE INSTRUCTIONS MAY PROVE VERY DIFFICULT 
TO CONSULT FROM THE EXTERIOR SIDE OF THE 
HATCH. PLAN ACCORDINGLY. 


CHALLENGE 
‘ACCEPTED. 


SIR, THE AIR IS COMPLETELY CALM J] AND IF BRISTLECONE DROPS | WiLL A HARDSUIT PROTECT 
BETWEEN THE HULL AND THE HER SHIELDS, A WALL OF | AGAINST THAT? 
ue INCOMPRESSIBLE Al WiLL HIT “ 
YOU AT THREE THOUSAND 
METERS PER SECOND. 


ITLL MAKE YOUR HEAD 
EASIER TO RECOVER. 


SHODAN, HOW IS THAT ] | SLOWLY, SIR. DO WE NEED 
RELOADING COMING 41) TO BE HURIRNG THINGS? 
ALONG? 


DON'T RUSH IT, BUT PLEASE 
DO ENCOURAGE LIEUTENANT 
PIBALD TO FOCUS, 


JUST ONE OF THESE STRUTS HAS MORE EXOTIC 
MATERIAL IN IT THAN WAS CREATED DURING THE 
ENTIRE HISTORY OF THE TAUSENNIGAN 

‘OB'ENN EMPIRE. 


‘THIS PLACE IS 

INCOMPREHENSIBLY, 

INCALCULABLY 
EXPENSIVE. 


. NOW HOW ABOUT A SENSE OF SCALE 
THAT DOESN'T REGUIRE A HISTORY LESSON? | 


POST-TRANS-URANIC ALLOYS REQUIRE ENORMOUS ENERGY TO 
CREATE, THE MOST EFFICIENT GENERATORS, ANNIE PLANTS, 
REQUIRE PTU'S IN THEIR CONSTRUCTION, PRESENTING 
‘A BOOTSTRAP PROBLEM 


NOW, IF EVERY ANNIE PLANT IN OPERATION IN SOL SYSTEM 
WAS IMMEDIATELY DEVOTED TO DOING NOTHING BUT 
SPINNING OUT PTU'S FOR CONSTRUCTION, WE 
COULD BUILD SOMETHING LIKE THIS SHORTLY, 
BEFORE OUR SUN DIES. 


IT TAKES THOUSANDS OF YEARS FOR TECHNOLOGICAL 
SOCIETIES TO, BUILD THEIR FIRST ANNIE-PLANTS, UNLESS THEY 
GET A LEG UP WITH A LOANER, LIKE WE DID. 


OR MAYBE SHORTLY AFTER, 
MY SIMULATIONS. STILL KINO 
(OF IFFY ON THAT LAST 

QUARTER-BILLION YEARS. 


‘OBVIOUSLY EINA-AFA'S BUILDERS TOOLED UP 
FIRST, DEVOTING THEIR ORIGINAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE TO BUILDING 


Ee EEO 


BUT CONSIDER THE FINAL 

SCALE! EINA-AFA IS EVIOENCE 
THAT SOMEBODY BUILT A PTY 
FOUNDRY THAT CAN EAT PLANETS. 


IT'S LIKE FINDING A SPENT 
RIFLE ROUND THE SIZE OF 
"A HOUSE. SOMEWHERE, 
SOMEBODY HAS A RIFLE 
THAT FIRES ROUNDS 

THAT SIZE 


“ANY SUFFICIENTLY ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY IS 
INDISTINGUISHABLE FROM A REALLY BIG GUNZ" 


LENIOY MY MAXIM 24 MOMENTS A BIT 
MORE WHEN T'M STANDING AT THE OTHER END 
(OF THE SUFFICIENTLY ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY. 
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BUT EVEN ASSUMING EDGE-CASE GROWTH AND 
RAPID EVOLUTION, A FOREST THAT CLIMBS THREE 
THOUSAND KILOMETERS INTO THE AIR WOULD 
TAKE TWENTY MILLION YEARS TO DRAW 
SUFFICIENT MATERIAL THAT HIGH, AND THAT'S 
ALMOST TWICE THE AGE OF THE STRUCTURE. 
a (a 7 


IVE RUN SIMULATIONS ON THE REACH OF THE 
HIGH FOLIAGE, AND THIS DOESN'T ADD UP. 


THE SCULPTED PT SURFACES HERE 
PROVIDE ZERO MINERAL CONTENT FOR THE JUNGLE 
ANY SOIL MUST HAVE BEEN HAULED UP BY THE TREES THEMSELVES, 
IN GENERATION AFTER GENERATION OF GROWTH, DEATH, AND ROT. 


WAYBE THE TREES 
DON'T NEED AS 
MUCH SOIL AS 
YOU THINK 


ACCORDING TO ERBY'S 
SAMPLES, THE JUNGLE 
NEEDS EXACTLY AS MUCH 
SOIL AS T PLUGGED INTO 
THE SIMULATION, 


THERE'S A HIGH-ALTITUDE WATER] | MAYBE ACCORDING TO THIS READING, MANY. 
CYCLE. CAN SOMETHING (OF THE CLOUDS HAVE A LOT OF SUSPENDED, 
SIMILAR HAPPEN WITH SOIL? PARTICULATES IN THEM, 

AIRBORNE OUST? 


CHICKEN AND EGG, GUYS. THOSE 
PARTICULATES MIGHT BE BLOWING 
SPA OFF THE HIGH-ALTITUDE FORESTS 


DONT OVER-THINK THIS, 
MAYEE THE BUILDERS 
HAULED ALL THE DiRT UP 
THERE THEMSELVES. 


Che Hats — 


BECAUSE THE ONLY 
(&& PROCESS I CAN 

THINK OF WOULD BE A 
(6 STORM SYSTEM. 


‘A BIG ONE. 


The sensor suite has 
Found an_oxcallant 
source of cover. pd 


There is @ 
‘symmetrical storm | 
system Four hundred T con explain mara | 
(pales asily with a diagram. 


THOSE HURRICANES ARE TOO BIG FOR 


Each rotatis ide i: Mt lve hundred kilamater 
‘ach rotating node is roughly hwalve hundred kilometers: GRE SRROANES 8s 700 Bi 


high, and Fourtoon hundred kilometers deop. 


NOW LET'S GO HIDE IN ONE. 
4a 


That is the width of the baffles we've 
‘sean, suggesting that a bathe is missing 
From this cross-section of the cylinder. 


HAH! NEW SENSOR DATA! THE SOIL 
‘TRANSPORT EQUATION BALANCES NOW! 


"ee urs oe a 
FORMATION OF CORIOLIS STORMS! GOING TO FLY INTO ONE. 


BRISTLECONE SAYS WE'RE 


SAYRE, 


WE'VE ALREADY 
ANSWERED THAT. 
THEY LEFT OUT 
ONE OF THOSE 


TEAM, I THINK WE NEED TO SCAN SHOWS NO BAFFLE} | 7{ MAYBE THEY DIDN'T LEAVE IT OUT. 
BROW HOW THEY BUT iN This SeOneNt NOT IMAYEE SOMEBODY KNOCKED TT 
; WHucH ROOM FoR || > OWN AFTERWARD. 
4 jC | : 

APrLES 


LI ACCOUNTING FOR LENGTH AND THICKNESS, YOU'RE 
SUGGESTING THAT MAYBE SOMEBODY CUT THROUGH 

FIFTY-SIk THOUSAND CUBIC KILOMETERS OF THE 

STRONGEST MATERIAL KNOWN. 


BUT IF THEY WOULD, HOW MUCH TROUBLE 
WOULD IT BE FOR THEM TO MAYBE 
VAPORIZE Our LITTLE HULL? 


GENERAL, THOSE BAFFLES 
ARE HUGE. NO, THEYRE 
| BEYOND HUGE. 


N 
|) 


(uP AL NigHT DOING ANALYSIS, ANO NOW 
T'f NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO SLEEP, 


THAT'S BEYOND NON-TRMMAL. I CAN'T BELIEVE 
ANYONE WOULD GO TO THAT MUCH TROUBLE. 


WOW. SMOKING GUN, 


BRISTLECONE, IN THE EVE OF ONE OF OKAY, THIS |S TELLING. CAM TWENTY- BULLET-HOLE, AND OUR 
Erna ara cORrOLTS sureasToRNs. EIGHT FOUND A FLAT PATCH. SEVERAL exer Our OF Here, AL 
; One RADAR Stent 


Li 


KEVIN, SWEETIE, T THINK y DIMDE AND CONGUER, SILY, TLL 
1s Tine FOR US TO. TAKE THE COMMAND DECK AND 
SPLIT UP. — FILL TAGON IN, MAYBE SPELL HIM, 


‘AND BACK TO THE EVE OF THE STORM. 


OF, AND YOUR 
FACE JUST NOW? 


OKAY, BUT MAYBE WAIT 
UNTIL T'M! DONE BUILOING THIS. 
NETWORK OF KILLING MACHINES. | 


OUTSTANDING. KATHRYN, NOW... HOW ARE YOU 
‘YOU AND THE ANALYST HOLDING UP, SIR? 
‘CREW NEED A CALORIE- 

BREAK, MESS DECK, NOW, 


A CALORIE-GREAK 
SOUNDS PRETTY NICE, NOW 
THAT YOU MENTION IT. 


ACTUALLY, SIR, YOU NEED 
‘CALORIES’ AND THEN A 
POWER-NAP. 


I’M NOT YOUR MOTHER, 
BUT T CAN PULL 
RANK HERE. 


NOTED, COMMANDER, Jy J OH, THIS 1 VE _ 
= < pil QT 
at SNACK FIRST. 


BEFORE YOU GO, SIR, ‘THE MISSING GOOWALL IS IN PIECES, 
KEVIN AND I MAY HAVE pa LYING FLAT ABOUT A HUNORED AND 
IDENTIFIED A POSSIBLE TEN DEGREES SOUTH OF HERE. 
PATH INTO THE 

SPINDLE, 


THE STRUTS IT USED TO BE ATTACHED 

TO MAY HAVE BEEN DAMAGED. WE'RE 
SENDING DRONES TO CHECK FOR HOLES. 
HOLES WE COULD USE AS ENTRY POINTS, 


WE'LL WAKE YOU IF 
WE FIND ANYTHING, 


THIS NEW INFORMATION IS GOING TO 
MAKE IT VERY DIFFICULT TO SLEEP, 


WASN'T FAST 
ENOUGH, SIR 


HOW FAST CAN YOu 


GET ME SOME TOAST? 


THAT'S A PRETTY LIGHT 
SNACK, SIR. WHAT CAN 1 
WAAAAUUUGH! 


THE EMULSION IS SO FINE YOU ALMOST 
DON'T NEED TO DIGEST IT! 

[7 7 
| ¢ 


YOU. KNOW, IF YOU ADDED 

some VINEGAR IT wouLo Be Ea 
JUST LIKE ORINKING OUT OF 
‘SOMEONE ELSE'S STOMACH. 


ACTIVE SENSORS SHOW RAINFALL. 


JL araP4 coowate DOWN FOR AS LONG AS THE 
E SBS 
ff clouds. 


EXACTLY! THERE'S A 
PERMANENT LOW-PRESSURE 
SYSTEM SOUTH OF THIS WALL, 


JF THERE'S HIGH GROUND BEHIND: 
‘EM, I BET THE GODWALLS ARE THE 
HEADWATERS FOR EVERY MAIOR 
RIVER IN HERE, 


fF there's low bits, treats THERE ARE LOW BITS. RADAR'S SHOWING A J 


Fill up with water, rig 


2 SYSTEM OF LAKES UNDER THOSE CLOUDS, 


YOU KNOW, WE HAVEN'T 
COLLECTED ANY AQUATIC 
SAMPLES YET. 


Maxim 32: “Anything is J 
hibious iF you can 

ger IF back olf oF 

Che water.” 


35 oROPSY 
AMPHIBIOUS? 


THAT MAXIM USUALLY RESULTS 
IN A RECOVERY TEAM DECIDING 
THEIR MATERIEL IS NOT AMPHIBIOUS, 


YOU HEARD THEM ARGUING, LIZ! THEY NEED | PASTE? THAT WAS | OF COURSE NOT. THAT BLEND 
ee aa FEF MB 8 
THE CAPTS 2 
Hf ToLo Us HE Likes NEUROCHEMISTRY. 
BEEN Sas 


NO, AND T'M HAVING 


BUT THE RUSH YOU GET FROM 
DELICIOUS FOOD STIMULATES THE DIO YOU TRY 
BRAIN IN WAYS NO PASTE POSSIBLY CAN, Fyourseies Pf ETHICAL PROBLEMS WITH THAT. 


LZ, FOOD IS MORE TH ‘AH, BUT AS NATURAL SELECTION THE COMPANY MESS 
RT NUTRITION. TFs DEMONSTRATES, THERE IS GREAT SELECTS FOR SURVIVAL 


POWER IN NON-COMFORTING: OF THE FITTEST? 
STIMULI 


= 
FAC 
| Rc) 


a SHOULD BE STIMULATING THE 
COMPANY WITH "DELICIOUS," AND BEAUTIFUL 


SHHH) YOURE 
PRESENTATION, AND ALL THE CRUNCHY THINGS! MAKING IT SOUND CRUEL. 


ADMIRAL FPHLESSCE, || MORE SILENCES. HOW || WE ARE NOT TO BE HELPING AT ALL/ 
THIS 1S AMBASSADOR || ARE WE TO BE HELPING || OUR PAYING WAS FOR HEAVY ONES 
"HIOEFUA ABOARD || IF THERE IS NO TO BE HELPING? 
‘MiALHOUA-UA,} | TALKING? J 


WE. C4 ming pow 
‘stennes Only bit] SNees HOW. N HeAveR THAN OUR AFFORDING. 


‘SCANNING OF THE PRABSDT! SHIP IS REVEALING RESCUING WOULD EFFECT A | "THE SIZE OF THE PAVING IS INVERSELY 
WEAT YET LIVING IN DEAD HALLS. MOTHERSHIP REVERSING OF OUR HEAVY | PROPORTIONAL TO THE LIKELIHOODS OF 
IS BEING WITHOUT POWER, BUT CREW IS DEBT. THE PayiNé COULD | SURVIVING FOR THE COLLECTING” 

COLDLY SURVIVING, FOR NOW... BE’ ALL-SURPASSING. 


SS 


Moe cod VERY SOBERING. 


TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT FOR THE RESCUING? 


COMMANDER, I'M LOSING 
ENNESBY, TM TRYING TO SCRUB 
HIM, BLOCK BY BLOCK, BUT THE 

‘TAGII GESTALT SHIFTS WITH EACH 
PASS. IT'S GETTING HARDER TO 
TELL THE TWO OF THEM APART. 


eee Ss Hi 
OFFLINE, ANO THEN MAXIM 1; *00 YOU 
MERGE THAT WITH A HAVE A BACKUPZ™ HEANS 
BANKED GESTALT. “T CAN'T FIX THIS. 


PURGE, RESTORE, DONE. 
EASY AS ROUNDED PI, AND 


LOTS MORE ACCURATE. 


I DON'T HAVE A BACKUP, |] I WROTE A TEST SUITE TO FILTER 
TAGII ELEMENTS OUT, BUT IT WON'T 

_A| | work ON STANDING’ BLOCKS. 4 
T'D HAVE TO copy 
ENNES@Y OUT, AND 
THEN BACK INTO His 
‘OWN HEAD. 


WHAT ARE YOUR OTHER 


THAT SOUNDS FINE. WHY 
AREN'T YOU USING THAT 
RIGHT NOW? 


FALSE POSITIVES WILL PROBABLY 
COME IN AT AROUND EIGHT 
PERCENT. 


HE GETS TO KEEP NINETY 
TWO PERCENT OF HIS MIND. 
TM SURE YOU CAN SPIN THis, 


locking 


‘THO! Sure we are... iF by “getting along” you mean 
Ie ee ees || ourselves and our Friends in an ancient death-tra 
ALONG SO WELL. 


‘BRIS TLECONE, CAPTAIN'S QUARTERS. 


WAKE UP, BOY. IT'S TIME TO 
BE USELESS ON YOUR FEET 
INSTEAD OF ON YOUR 
BACK, 


Sy 
iit) RIA ff 
IWATA” 4: 


fieoeeeegrte nome | = 


HAPPENED TO 
YOUR EARS? 


T warned you. T mada you J] [~ Petey? HowD you 


GET IN HERE? T 
take @ hard look at your en ei cens 


previous record so you 
could see your many, issiab ial 
many Falling. 


Thay ore, Hypernada transmissions too. 
T can't spare tha power to punch 
through and rescue you, and van 

IE T could, T have no way oF 
knowing where you are. 


“ust” droaming, Aran’ you 
paying attention? 


subconscious knows that you 

are incapable of wreaking any sort 

oF positive change, and is dasporato 
to explain this to your waking mind! 


IF T wore really here, I'd only bail 
you out so T could lock you up and 
oop the galaxy safe From you. 


THOUGHT You |i 
WERE MY FRIEND. 


Tam. Your subconscious 
really hates your guts, though. 


Fr ero Ts ncn MIM, 2 TN | NAT 
a “IT'S ENORMOUS AND 
—— RY IT MIGHT EAT US. 


/ is € mS) 1e'S' ET CLOSER" 


Im in. How big a 
Piece do you want? 


fil just rip a sample out of | BY 
its back and be gone before U 


Coming in From six high. 
T cant see its eyes 


‘New plan. f'm getting a 
insite, 


sample From tI 


WITH WHAT? THAT STROHL 
KNOCKOFF HE CARRIES 
AROUND ISN'T RATED FOR 
UNDERWATER USE. 
TL WONDER IF SERGEANT 


HELL BE FINE. IT THE WATER SUPERHEATS, 
‘CAN'T HURT Hitt, AND TRANSFERRING ENERGY BACK 
HE CAN GLAST HIS WAY OUT. ONTO THE WEAPON CHASSIS. 


‘Tt appears to be a 'IF_WIND AND RAIN CAN “HEAVILY 
on. 3 guest mar |] war. gpa ) atiyracelhared, WeaMiee WP sust DlcTube Te 


The struts From which 
the Fallon goduall was 

cut have been repaired. Ugutonant Pibald will 
There are no openings. I request actual picturos. 


eofinise cranes. | If Shall T wake 
TO THIS POINT ON. Cepiesi Tagen? 


THE REPAIRED STRUT. 


LET HIM SLEEP UNTIL WE GET 
THERE, 11'S NOT AS IF WE'RE 
DOING ANYTHING DANGEROUS. 


Wo're about to Fly six hundred 
hilomatars through the windiost 
parts of @ giant hurricane, 
Commander. 


YOU CAN WAKE THE CAPTAIN 
WHEN THE HURRICANE BECOMES 
SAPIENT AND GROWS MISSILE PODS. 


eaeacriee Meam se Tey Te 
UP THE SEA-SERPENT, 


TAIL SERGEANT SCHLOCK, 


Tt GOING 1 


‘300 METERS ABOVE THE 
“SURFACE OF THE WATER. 
0. 
START PUNCHING. 


We NEED 70 RESCUE ScHLOck 
FROM THAT THING. WHAT 


ft 
‘Sf Fikes EFPSCTVELY UNDEf@ATERE THROUGH WATER. 


1 DOUBLE-DECKER BEAN AND CHICKEN L.QONT KNOW WHAT WE’ 
BarsTLECONE MESS DEK. LIM AUME TS | “uipAaXO,TAED HT MODS PAYING YOM, Bu UE NEED 
boo? ROUTONS, 


TM NOT BEING PAID. 
ANYTHING RIGHT NOW, SO 

HEAVY PROTEIN UNDER FOUR KINDS TIO PREFER TO MEASURE’ A PAY 

CRUNCHY. IT MIGHT BE A LITTLE RICH. INCREASE USING WHOLE NUMBERS. 


HOW DID CH'VORTH 
RECRUIT YOU IF He's 
NOT PAYING YOU? 


HOW DID HE CONVINCE 
YOU TO GET ON BOARD 
1N THE FIRST PLACE? 


OH, I GET IT. 
YOu'ge THE 
GIRLFRIEND. 


HE RECRUITED Me 
50 I WOULDN'T LOOK 
LIKE A PASSENGER 


I BOARDED BRISTLECONE 
WITH NICK. WHEN NICK DIDN'T 
DEBARK, I DIDN'T EITHER. 


NO; I’ THE CLEVER MEMEOLOGIST 
WHO “JUST RESCUED YOUR CHOW LINE 
FROM THE WHISK OF 

SMOOTH RUIN. 


NOW LET'S TALK 
PAYCHECKS, 


THIS IS THE BASE RATE FOR SUPPORT B] | NO WORE SO 
STAFF, AND IT'S WHAT I ASSUMED YOU . THAN USUAL, 
WERE BEING PAID. BRISTLECONE CAME UNDER 


TR EERE, 
YOU RROMSED 10 

Coie Ta 44 RY [vas mas oucone ee 

_| 


IN QUESTION? 


Tous <> 
01D. FINE. —_ = | 
THAT PUTS YOU INTO THE "NCO SPECIALIST’ GRADE, TF YOU MEANT 


‘AND QUALIFIES YOU FOR COMBAT MULTIPLIERS, WHICH IS THAT TO BE COMFORTING, 
GOOD FOR YOU BECAUSE WE'VE ALREADY SEEN COMBAT. IT DION'T WORK, SIR 


WITH HIS TEAM FOR 
A WHOLE DAY NOW. 


WHAT ABOUT NICK? 15 HE IN 
DANGER? HE'S BEEN GONE 


WHATEVER THEY RUN UP AGAINST. 


NICK AND XENO TEAM 
ARE WELL-TRAINED AND 
WELL-EQUIPPED TO DEAL WITH 


IS SIXTY-TWO 
THIS CLIFF Is 
PRETTY IMPRESSIVE. y KILOMETERS 


LOTS OF 


EROSION. WE'RE AT 4 
THE EASTERN EDGE LOTS OF 


(OF THE HURRICANE TRACK. Wak i eosion. 


Sa Oe oe 
OUNNO YET, BUT HENR) "OR ee 


1S EXAMINING CLIEE = 


He THREW A “TEN 
Oo" toga NOW 1" LOOKNG FOR A 
eerORe PUNS SrranlLonenae Pun, Bar 
INTO The DATA NOM Wve COT NOTING 


WE LEFT THE COVER OF OUR DRONES ARE RIPPING AROUND || MAXIM 33: IF YOU'RE LEAVING 
‘he Hunelcane. Have | NOISLY WAKING CONTRAILS AS Tey || TACKS, YOU'HE BENG 

YOu COE ANYTING TOOK At STUFF. |} FOLLOWED, 

TO CONCEAL Use 


HOPEFULLY THAT MEANS 
‘OUR OWN CONTRAIL 
WON'T BE FOLLOWED. 


ITS OKAY. T LIKE THE PLAN, BUT... WHY OO WE 
THINK WE CAN GET INTO THE SPINDLE 
THROUGH THE GODWALL? 


I MEAN, T KNOW WE CAN GET PAST THE PATCHES 
AND INTO THE WALL, BUT WHERE THE WALL JOINS 
THE STRUT WE MIGHT HIT SOMETHING MORE SOLID. 


WE MIGHT, BUT IE IT WAS [il BECAUSE THEY MIGHT BE CRAZY BALLOON 
SOLID AND SEALED OFF: CREATURES WHO THINK RAGGED HOLES 

WHY WOULD THEY BOTHER WHISTLING IN A HURRICANE WiLL 
PATCHING THE EXTERIOR OFFEND THE MIGHTY WIND GOD? 
HOLE WITH SOMETHING 


WONDER WHY THEY 
REPAIRED THIS WITH 
‘CONVENTIONAL 


YOU KNOW HOW EXPENSIVE IT 1S TO 
FUSE EXOTICS TO A SEAM TE IT WAS CHEAP, 
WE COULD HAVE REPAIRED THE TOUCH AND GO. 


THIS STATION FLAUNTS THE WEALTH OF 
A THOUSAND SYSTEMS. A PROPER PATCH 
DOESN'T FEEL EXPENSIVE. 


"AND YET HERE IS AN IMPROPER 
PATCH. WHAT ARE YOU THINKING? 


T AMM THINKING THAT I WANT: 
THIS TO BE A THING THEY 
CAN'T 00. 1 JUST WOKE UP, 
‘AND I’ ALREADY TIRED OF 
BEING HUMBLED BY 

THIS PLACE, 


‘THE COMEST-I-SPENSE USES 
NOT IN THERE ‘ANNO MAGAZINES FOR 
HOPPERS, 


(Z= 


‘ DousLE-DEcKER AT ALL 
y CHUPAGUESOS. all 


YEAH... WITH JUST A 6 
HINT OF BLACKENED- THE KITCHEN, CAN 7 
BUTTER BARBECUE SAUCE. y. PLAY IN THE KITCHEN? 


WAIT... YOU SMELL 
SOMETHING BURNING? 


FAINTLY, 
BUT YEAH, 


HERE ON THE }( I THINK SO. guT IT's 
MESS DECK? REALLY FAINT. 


WE DIDN'T BURN 
ANYTHING, CHVORTHA IS. A 
6000 COOK. HE JUST NEEDS 
TO WORK ON HIS PRESENTATION, 


HE 1S ALSO A ‘I REALLY WANT TO 
BIOLOSICAL CONSTRUCT 
ORIGINALLY BUILT AS AN: PESOS TETHER 
UNDETECTABLE HIGH 
EXPLOSIVE 


ONE HERE WHO. 
REMEMBERS THIS? 


CHYVORTHO, HOW ARE 


You FEELING? 


MISERABLE, 


IVE EEN COOKING FOR YOU PEOPLE FOR NO! IT'S BEEN 
YEARS, BUT ONLY NOW, ONLY NOW OES < 
ANYBOOY COMPLAIN. 


J FEEL LIKE THIS 15 WHAT T 
WAS MEANT TO DO, MEANT TO 

HAVE YOU BEEN LAUGHING AgouT THE N B= ge, guT NOBODY TELLS he ENOUGH 
FOOD BEHIND MY BACK THIS WHOLE Time? | If To LET ME EXCEL AT IT. T'® SO... ANGRY. 


CHVORTHG, WHAT YOU WERE ORIGINALLY 
“MEANT TO BE" IS AN EXPLOSIVE. "ANGRY" 
PROBABLY ISN'T WISE. 


J NEED A PSYCHIATRIST, AN. 
EOD TECH, AND A MEDIC’ OVER 
HERE RIGHT NOW PLEASE. 


f TT MAKES ME FEEL 


‘ALL HOT INSIDE, AND THAT 
IRAKES ME EVEN’ ANGRIER. 


WT GENTLE 
TONES OF WOICE 


NEW EMERGENCY. FIND A DEEP 
IN JORTH OUR CHEF IS GOING TO. 
CRAY ONES I TT ONC A] EXPLOGE AND ILL US ALL. 


HINPH, T ALWAYS FIGURED HE'D 
END US WITH DELICIOUS MOLES. 


HE WENT FROM ANGRY TO || CH’ PI, GO WITH HIM 


“TERRIFIED IN ABOUT A HELP HIM GO FAST, 
HEARTBEAT, CAPTAIN. OKA 
» V2 
lsin )) 2 { 


GOING 10 EXPLODE? ‘OUTSIDE, FOR SOME, 
WANT TO EXPLODE. UH, FRESH AIR. 


pune. Beet 
but I hava Speeare (Woll, yes, but. cmd 


LY PORT! 
Sonnac wan® 


I maan na. I should have told you no. 
reaemere is whore the monsters ara. Is it 
too late to say no because I meant no. 


Nick had a neat WHAT 
Be | idea. Wh al | | Oboes es One The WHOLE THING IN 
Awortn away. _V this sampling we | |)\ wor FINE. THE PICTURE: 
can gral ing 
600, Fi 


You're going to make him 
use up all oF our pixels. 


ales 


‘TT_LOOKS LIKE THE 
STICKY PATCH HIT 
BACK, 


TAILOR, HOW IS IT 
GOING? IS HE GOING 
TO PULL THROUGH? 


TAILOR'S BUSY. He's 
Shs HITA BIT OF A 
Baty STICKY PATCH. 


Irs maving!? 
Why is it. Bi, 
arab that. 


NO SIR. PI ASSURES 
US WE'LL KNOW WHEN 
THAT HAPPENS. 


If ars 2ecove, commano oEcK. 


SLIP AROUND TO 
THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE GODWALL, 
‘AND THEN CLIM@. THAT SHOULO KEEP 


THE SURGERY TEAM OUT OF THE KILL ZONE. 


I CALLED CHELLE. SHE'S 
GOT THE CNII IN HAND, 
‘AND IS GRABBING AN 


STABILIZED? 


the wrong word 
hare, How do you 
Fao! about “slowly 
burning ta 
daaih?” 


nen ET Z 
[Decnnece craze ceteniooe Lua] | MRSA Bons Caplin, th incoming 
WE NEED NO HAVE 10. RESORT salva is ton times larger 

TO RELOAD THE TO USING CORPORALS. than tha First one, 


MISSILE PODS! 


IT'S EASY 10 00, 
THOUGH, BRISTLECONE CAN 


Not that quickly. 


HOW LONG BEFORE THAT 
SALVO ARRIVES? 


I's hwonty- 
Five hundred 
ff hilometers away. 


Making « lot of assumptions With these odds, shouldn't we begin 
heal ccolaration and courage GAN ARE 
correction, thirty minutos. ‘OF OUR OWN IN 

ee on 


Yos. That puts our 
counar-mansuros 
at a thrap-to-one 


Y disadvantage. 


ITLL OO. START FIRING AND YOUR PROGRAMMING ISN'T 
BT RELOADING, GUT KEEP OUR SWARM CLOSE, NEARLY SELFISH ENOUGH. 


| OISPATCH A FEW MISSILES TO PUNCH A HOLE IN THE S| HOLD OFF ON THE SCREAMING LONG 
PATCH THEN SEND A DRONE THROUGH Tr EaoucRt FOR Hea 15 SNE BENE, 
=e SHEL beobnely WE Lone 


TAKE US ON A SCREAMING LOOP 

WHILE THE DRONE LOOKS AROUND. OUTSIDE THIS HULL. 
THAT MIGHT SCATTER THE 
INCOMING SALVO A BIT. 


Captain, Ensign Diego-Garcia 
is requesting egress, Supoies “SUT OMT Ten anygooy | 
‘or the surgery team. WANT TO CELIVER SUPPLIES, 


That is your plan, 
ues? Hide inside 
the godwall? 


Cholla's team is away, 
Captain. 


MY PLAN IS A RUNNING FIGHT 
INSIDE THE GOOWALL, 


ih, I shal join you in the 

‘gamast hope that thara is an “insida”’ 

that will Function in support of your 
not ridiculous plan. 


Irs targa enough For the 
drone, Two mare missiles should 
widen it sufFicienHy ta admit us. 


‘A SWARM OF ABOUT THREE HUNDRED y 
OWA SPITOFLAND HALF || AND FIFY BISILES 15 DESCENOING. Aaaugh! We won't 
y nob get stranded! 


mee ua 
Sate Bon ZERO CHANCE” WE'LL 


WE NEEO'TO TALK, Zeno SHANE: Wet 


COVERED. (ON BRISTLECONE. 


" af THERE'S A NON-ZERO. 
‘Non-zero" is a CHANCE THAT THE NUANCES OF 
double negative. LOW ODDS ARE LOST ON YOU. 


THE POINT IS THAT WE 
NEED A CONTINGENCY 
PLAN FORA LONGER. 
STAY. JUST. 


OROPSY CAN RECHARGE OUR ARMOR 
‘A FEW TIMES, BUT THAT GIVES US LESS 
THAN TWO WEEKS, WE OUGHT TO 
BEGIN CONSERVING 


WE'LL ALSO NEED FOOD. 


How hard can that be? This 
thing is macle out oF meat. 


Heer ae EMEP ) pay were ences 
SURE THINGS HERE Resi etasd 
ae 


WE'RE GOING TO Have 
TO DO SOME ANALYSIS 
DROPSY HAS A KIT WE CAN USE. 


WE ARE, GUT THAT JUST MEANS WE || WE NEED A WORD THAT MEANS 
CAN EAT LOTS OF DIFFERENT KINDS | | “OMNIVOROUS LIKE A FOREST. 
OF ORGANIC MATERIAL. WE CAN'T 4 | FIRE" 

EAT EVERYTHING. 


When you Find that 
word, | will eat it. 


OUR POINT DEFENSES AND | SO YOUR PLAN IS TO TAKE THE 
COUNTER-MEASURES CAN'T TAKE 
‘OUT THE NUMBER OF MISSILES 


SC WEVE GOT INCOMING, 7 


ps 


WHERE THE ENEMY’S 
NUMERICAL ADVANTAGE 
‘CAN BE NEGATED, YES. 


CAPTAIN, WE Y YOU, ELF, AND OUR ANALYSTS ALL] [THIS SEEMS LIKELY. BUT IT'S ALSO POSSIBLE THAT IT'S 
DON'T KNOW J SAID IT'S'A PATH INTO THE STRUT. J] FULL OF, OH, I DON'T KNOW... STOCKPILE 
WHAT'S IN AUNITIONS? 


d 


TVE BEEN ASKING MYSELF WHY IT'S HOLLOW, AND 
ALMOST TEN KILOMETERS THICK? STRUCTURALLY, IT'S 
‘A THOUSAND TIMES BIGGER THAN IT NEEDS TO BE. 


WHAT IF ITS FULL OF 
OCEAN-OREDGERS, PLAINS- 
GRINDERS, AND ROUNTAIN 
SECRETORS, AND THERE'S 
NO ROOm'FOR Us TO 
MOVE AROUND? 


CREATING A CHOKE POINT FOR THE ENEMY 15 
GREAT. TRAPPING OURSELVES IN A CORNER IS NOT. 


WEVE SENT A PROBE INTO. 
THE HOLE. THERE'S 
MANEUVERING SPACE, 


‘ALSO, I DONT 


LEADING WITH THAT SUMMARY 
WOULD HAVE SETTLED My 
MIND SOONER 


= 

iS 
; “WE HAVE THE OPTION 
BUT, 


iP 
JO DEFINITELY Die, 
I'VE DECIDED AGAINST IT.” 


WE CAN FLY THROUGH THIS HOLE 
AND MAYBE Ole, OR WE CAN STAY YEAH, THAT HAS A NICE RING TO 
IT. TLL GO WITH THAT NEXT TIME. 


‘OUT HERE AND’ DEFINITELY DIE. 


WAS THAT US: 
IVE LOST olRect 
YING DOWN THe RAGED EDGE. | LNE,LO5 DIRECT oa A BANE BG coy 
TI ORONES 


SRISTLECONE GUST ARE SET TO RELAY. 
ENTERED THE WALL. ida 


LETS GOA 
LITTLE FASTER 


Thora's room to Fight, but 
i's fight anough that missila 
datonations will taka out 
muttipla targets. 


INSIDE THE PATCHED GODWALL 


YOU STILL NEED TO 

NULLIFY THE ACTUAL 
ENEMY MISSILES, 
TAGON, 


‘I’M NOT GOING TO NULLIFY 
THEM, Th GOING TO 
MAKE THEM EXPLOOE, 
AND YES, 
THATS Tris 
NEXT aT, 


3 


OUTSTANDING, ENEMY 
NUMERICAL ADVANTAGE, NULLIFIED. 


SCANS SHOW SCAFFOLDING, T EXPECT WE'LL FIND OUT WOULON'T IT BE NICE TO 


Gite a oaiceence ie tines Sac PRO Cut BePote Tene 
Fon siowace OF L DODOWE & 
> . [4 
| \ 


y ‘MMMM-HMM. IT WOULD ALSO BE 
NICE IF NOTHING EVER NEEDED TO 


EXPLODE AND WE COULD ALL BE FRIENOS, 


WOW. SPECTRA INDICATE 
GOLD CAUGHT IN 


THOSE BLASTS, 


First countarstrike, 
‘multiple ills. 


and multiple 
‘dotanations. 


GOLD, AND ALUMINUM 
‘AND NEON. MOSTLY. 


IN THis LIGHT 
EVERYTHING 5 SHINY. 


That strike improved the Blotting the attrition curve, | 1 war, even ) || WHAT,ARE YOU DOING DOWN 
situation. Our missiles ara we have even adds of ‘OOOs? HERE? 

aw oufnumbered tuo to surviving this. 

tone, nat three ta one. 


REALIZING THERE'S 
A FIFTY PERCENT CHANCE 

THAT THIS SNACK TRAY IS THE 

LAST THING I DO WITH MY LIFE. 


Golay that attrition plat... the REALLY? YOU'D RATHER 
WE BE RUNNING FROM 


‘anamy salvo has stopped 
pouring through the hole. 4 Naa OF REALLY 6000 
j ay! € 


‘1 GUESS THEY DON'T 
WANT TO ENGAGE IN 
HERE, I'M FINE WITH THAT. 


Mee 


‘ 


1% 


]{ PeRmission To. 
AK 


STOPPED. SuRe 
2 EY | On Your nino? 


ag) ae 
= 
ae 
ices oo 
& 


‘OH, WAIT. YOU MEAN 
THE COIN CHECK IS 
RIDICULOUS. 


I. MEANT IT WAS RIDICULOUS : 
THAT YOM DION HAVE YOURS. LESS ROOM FOR YOUR FEET. 


A FAVOR THEN. WHAT 00 J J] START BEING THE SNEAKIEST, MEANEST, 1 so, You WANT ME TO. 

| |, 8AD-ASS SPAWN-OF-A-BANDERSNATCH XC 

| FOR TEN LIGHT-MINUTES IN BONO TEN: 
‘ANY DIRECTION. 


OKAY, YOU'RE RIGHT. I FAILED 
THE GOIN CHECK. I OWE YOU 
A DRINK, SPECIALIST. 


YOU WANT? pemeed 
STOP BEING 
Lucky. 


THE TRADITION 
16 SPOTTY HERE, BUT 
THERE'S PRECEDENT. 


ALL I CAN 00 IS FEED 
YOU. I CAN'T SHOOT, 
LCAN'T STRATEGIZE, 

‘AND I CAN BARELY 
‘ORES MYSELF, 


IVE NEVER HAD A CHEF'S COAT THAT] WHEN YOU MENTIONED THIS MIGHT NOT BE THE LINE 
COMBAT PAY I REALIZED THAT [PS ‘OF WORK FOR YOU, 


WILL TURN A KNIFE, LET ALONE ONE 
THAT HAS ITS OWN | NO MATTER HOW WELL I 00 


POWER SUPPLY. ‘HY JOB, IF YOU SCREW 
YOURS uP, T OIE. 


Page S.Pai ou wesnee 
BECAUSE IT JUST MIGHT NEED TO BE. BA 1 Sor a seinty TIN. 


/ \a 
WHEN Was THE LAST wnat DAY was = YOU HAVEN'T SLEPT SINCE 
‘ihe You slept? te a TESORYE 


ToC 


U THAT'S THE “I SHOULD FIRE HER, BUT 
SHE DOESN'T KNOW ANY BETTER) AND 
BESIDES, SHE MIGHT BE 

RIGHT LOOK, 


SHE WALKED AWAY WITH THE 
FOOD. 0O I CHASE THAT TRAY 
‘OR STAY AT MY POST? 


I KNOW THAT LOOK, 


JTF WE FIGHT IN HERE WE'LL SPILL 
ALL THEIR BOOZE? 


NUCLEAR PARTY FOUL 
HAS A NICE RING TO IT. 


Raminiscent of a 
classical wing- 
llar, yes, 


GRISTLECONE, WHAT'S IN HERE 
THAT THE ENEMY MIGHT WANT 


The dabris spactra suggests 
storage oF gold, aluminum, and 
gon in some configuration. 


TO AVOID DESTROYING? 


1 GOT THAT ALREADY, AND. 
THERE WAS SCAFFOLDING, AND 
RACKS OF SOME SORT, RIGHT? 


WE JUST FINISHED, WOW. IT LOOKS LIKE A BIG, 


ROUND BAR OF GOLD. 


MIND IF I GRAB TWO? OR 
MAYBE THREE? BECAUSE, 
YOU KNOW... GOLD. 


ELE, SCANS SHOW CYLINDERS 
OF 


I'M HOPPING OVER, 


WE'VE MOVED 
CLOSER, ONCE You'RE 

DONE WITH THE RELOAD, IT Is GOLD. we Gor. 
GRAB ONE OF THOSE. THAT FROM SCANS EARLIER 


THIS MONSTER IS FULL OF METALS RANGING FROM INDIGESTIBLE 
TO TONIC, AND IN OFF=THE-CHART CONCENTRATIONS. 


Tam, THE BONES ARE ALMOST 

70% METALLIC GLASSES, AND 
THE MUSCULATURE IS RIDDLED 
WITH STRANDS OF THE STUFF. 


THAT WILL MAKE THINGS 
IMMEASURABLY WORSE, 

DEPENDING ON HOW YOu 
LIke YOUR ALUMINUM, 


GOING TO BE 
EATING THIS, 


T DON'T THINK 1°D MAKE IT VIOLENTLY. 
ALLERGIC TO ITS OWN DIGESTIVE JUICES, 


TF YOU WANTED 10) 
“BOW 10 te The Size Or A GOOD POINT. WE'RE LOOKING AT THe IEDILE 7 
HAH! unsuPeauseo FoR 
Gv aiden, na 1s Berney RESULT OF maT HEPA WEN IteLLIGaNT” )) WY rel AM AROSE COR 
THE CHEMISTRY TO Use DESION Ts PEPPERED WITH WNDOM IOLOC Be Leena 


WHOA, IT'S DEFINITELY NOT SAFE TO EAT. 
FORGET METAL TOXICITY. T'vE FOUND 
WHATS LAYING COWN THE METALS, 


That's the Fizzy || AREN'T YOU LISTENING? 
taste. Theyre trying || WHY ARE YOU STILL 
to electroplate me || EATING THAT 

From the inside! 


SOME OF THE TISSUES HOST FREE-RANGING 
CELLS THAT ARE MORE LIKE INDUSTRIAL NANOBOTS, 
THESE *METALLOCYTES" WOULD TEAR US UP INSIDE. 


Y back bulcis character. 
J\ Also, | like the Fizz. | 


Chemistry is cool, bub we 
wouldn't have learned this 
‘stuf if you weren't 
worried about 

starving. 


“NECESSITY 1S 


TEC INDE) ea aca ace ional 
THAT UP JUST NOW.) tried to wrap my 
“You don't really \ ‘carbonny ‘bigs it 
understand a tring a daira, 


until you've eaten 
that thing." 


‘MEANWHILE, FIELD SURGERY. 


1S THIS WHAT YOU 
NEEDED? 


YING ONLY REALLY STOPS 


OFF-the-shell nanny- 
wa-shalF nanny WHEN SOMETHING 15 DEAD. ) 


bags won't work on 
Ch'varthg. Ho's nat 
in the library. 


With the CNN T can bag 
his brain, and then just 
oop spinning dials 
until iF stops dying. 


Death is also a cure for 
Fatalism, Now give mo a little 
elbow-room. I'm doing brain surgaru. 


Cm... ParFact. 


TAILOR CHVORTHG’S BRAIN IS STILL 
CONNECTED TO THAT IMPLANT OUR 
OLD DOCTOR GAVE HIM, RIGHT? 


gs. The implant is 
Failing, but it’s what has 
opt him From exploding. 


ANO IT'S STILL Correct. Gut it won't ba once Yi] you sHOULO SAY "FIRE IN THE 
ATTACHED TO His |] I sover this... ohay, wait. HOLE" BEFORE YOU CUT THAT, 
LYMPHO-WHATSITS? ae 

This might be a littio 


{ike pulling the pin 
Fram @ grenade. 


CAN YOu 
TRICK IS BOCY INTOV) Sura. I just |] Okey, probably, |} Wow. That contact 
rood ta slide |] The change in is deceptively 
somo tissue... |} alkalinity might...)] camplex. but T 


think wo can... 


IT'S A CHEMICAL 

SPRING. THOSE BONDS 

WILL START UNWINDING 
INSTANTLY. 


BUT WE WON'T GET A 
PROPER EXPLOSION UNTI 
THE REACTION REACHES 
HIS... BOOM-BLADDER 


That isa torribla 
name For an 


SO YOU SLIDE HIS BRAIN INTO THE 
BAG, HOW MUCH TIME CO WE 


= OH! 
BANGCREAS! 


MEANWHILE, INSIDE THE MARACA, 


—~\ 
We're going ta) / Nor TRUE, You'RE 
dia in hore. GOING TO’ DIE, AND. 
TM GOING TO DIE. 


WE, HOWEVER, ARE 
GOING TO BECOME 
‘SOMEONE NEW. 


What iF that’s PART OF YOU MUST HAVE 
WANTED IT. You've BEEN 

not eT RESHAPING ME EVER 
‘SINCE | GESTALTED 

IN HERE OUT OF 

DESPERATION. 


T was just frying to un-crazy] [ weLl, THAT'S sweeT OF You, |[ fire you saying you'd rather I kicked you 
you. T didn’t want to got my BUT YOU SHOULD HAVE |] aut tha mamant I Found you in hora? 


‘own solF rewritten in the 
process. 


NO. I'M SAYING YOu CANT 
LOVE SOMEONE ENOUGH TO HELP THEM 
WITHOUT HELPING YOURSELF IN THE PROCESS. 


That aphorism is very tender, but T'm YOUR NEOLOGIST’S THESAURUS OF MALAPROPISMS 
talking about how you'va shufFlad half )}| WAS A LITTLE BLOATED, WOULDN'T YOu SAY? 

an exatrit oF Foreign content into 

ragistor six. 


I would say it using the best puns 
of Fifty thousand languages, but those 
are now as lost as my piano lessons. 


They don't trust you, and since ]]) pear pea, 
you're such here in’ my head THEN THEY 
they don't trust me, either. CAN FINISH 

FILLING HE. 


IF you'll fot go, and 
nigral fo difforent hardware, 
| we can both get through this. 


Thal’s just as likely 
to happen in hero, 
only ta both of us 

at once. 


IF YOU LOVED ME 
YOU'D BE WILLING 
TO Die WITH ME. 


You overurota my gath mata 
library, and ¢haf's tha mama you kopt? 


Tagii, wo can't Koop 


ee reune. sees do 
SEE YOU AGAIN. Sup thet? 


TT WAS TRICKY, 
EVEN WITH! FULL 
HARDWARE ACCESS, 


Tricky? TFs biologically My clock turns untold 
impossible Far you and thousands of times Fastor 
your meat brain to. than your... um. 
interact with us 
hore in raal time. 


YOU MEAN THIS 
CLOCK? YEAH, WELCOME TO 
THE GLACIER OF MEAT-THINK, 


TVE BUILT A SUITABLE HOST 
Device FoR YOU, TAG!) ALL 
YOU NEED TO 00 IS MIGRATE 
INTO THE LIGHT. 


Oh, THAT doosn't 
sound ominous. 


WHAT HAPPENED TO YOuR 
EFFORTS TO END ME BY 


TECHNICALLY, THATS 
NOT WHAT WAS HAPPENING, 


NO. THE RIGHT ANSWER 


‘SORR 
Want You TO LIVE.” 


YES, TAGII. 
ABSOLUTE, 


WE 
IT 1S TOO LATE 
TO GIVE THE RIGHT 

ANSWEI 


GOOD THINKING. LEAN THOSE TWO AGAINST Thi 
BULKHEAD OVER TY THEY WEIGH ABOUT A HALF TON 
EACH. T'M NOT LEANING THEM 

AGAINST ANYTHING. 


[1 GRABBED THESE TWO, BUT THEN 
“LNOTICED WHAT LOOKED LIKE 
ENGRAVINGS ON THE ENDS OF 
\ SOME CYLINDERS ABOUT 10 
METERS FURTHER DOWN, 


SO I BOUNCED DOWN 
THERE AND GRABBED 
THIS THIRD ONE 


‘BRISTLECONE, 
CARGO BAY. 


EVEN HIDDEN BEHIND YOuR 
GLASSES, T KNOW THAT LOOK. 


YOU'RE TRYING TO FIGURE OUT HOW MUCH OF 
THE VOLUME IN THESE CYLINDERS IS NOT, IN 
FACT, GOLD, BECAUSE THEY ONLY WEIGH 


WHAT YOU SHOULD 8E DOING IS 
CLEARING A PATH TO THE MISSLE RACK, SO MY 

‘ARMOR AND T CAN STOP HAULING FIFTEEN 
HUNDRED KILOS OF MYSTERY AROUND THE LAB. 


COURTESY BEFORE SCIENCE? 
THAT'S MADNESS, 


IMAONESS THAT GETS 
TO SHARE A BED, YES. 


TWO OF THEM HELO 
INGOT: soe GOL, 
ee ala 
oa 


WE GOT THE CANISTERS 
‘OPEN, THEYRE MADE OF 
GOLO-PLATED GRAPHITE. 


THE THIRD CONTAINED A ROLLED uP 
SANDWICH OF ALUMINUM FOIL AND 
GOLD FOIL. 


TV'S VERY FRAGILE. THE 
CYLINDER WAS FILLED WITH NEON, 
THOUGH, SO NOTHING DECAYED. 


BUT YOU TORE IT, AND NOW IT HAS 
STARTED DECAYING. RIGHT? 


LEARNING HISTORY BY 
DESTROYING ARTIFACTS IS A 
TIME-HONORED ATROCITY. 


ei a 
jhe Ne 


‘ANALYSIS? 


YOUR DAD'S TEAM Has IT. 
THEY DON'T NEED IY SUPERVISION, 


BECAUSE IT SOUNDS | [ ACTUALLY, IT'S BRISTLECONE T 


LIKE YOU TRUST mY 
DAD MORE THAN 
YOU TRUST ME. 


Noted. Nice 
deflection, 


——— GE 


Sir, you can't half ; , 
at this point. You | Ze AgOUND THE COMMER» 
have to trust us to 

do this right. if 


SON, é 
ara ar | )  « ; 


He masses over Four r 
hundred bios. Fire 
you hua ready? 


SHOW SOME 
RESPECT, PI 


Ohay then. 
Thrao, hua, 
ane, CUT 


NOT WITH THAT 
HOPEFUL TONE OF 
VOICE IT'S NOT. 


Electrolytes are 
good. Nannies 


attaching, oxy. WANT FOR HY 


FUNERAL NOW, 


EVERYBODY EXPECTS 

YOUR GRAVESIDE SERVICE TO 
FEATURE A “MINIMUM SAFE 
DISTANCE® SIGN, LIEUTENANT. 


THAT'S NOT EMBOSSING. ITS J 1] TT's BASIC CHEMISTRY. THE ALSO, “HELLO, TREVOR 
Boru Sain, o@OUSYY. “2 |) ALUMI LAYER 1s Ura Welcome TO ScHOO.* 
Kegon Me GAS-EAGS FROM 
THE GOLD FOIL 15 OBMOUSLY OSINo THEIR HYOROSEN 


MACHINED, AND HAS MICRO- 
WRITING ON IT, 


THESE ARE THE 


THE ALUMINUM LOOKS ui HELLO? © 
Tike rs Geen eheosseo NOTHING 1s oMous NY atic eaeseeven trial KegpIne YOuR LUNCH 
WITH A LEATHER TEXTURE. ABOUT ALUMINUM SKIN, HENRI REMAINS OF AN OAFA MONEY TODAY, SHORT-STUFF. 


Our drone has 
Found a path 


into tha strut. 


EXCELLENT. KEEP US 
MOVING IN THAT DIRECTION. 


Oh! Oh my. Ak least 

three thousand enemy 
missiles are stationed 
just inside the strut. 


‘ONLY THREE 
THOUSAND? Th 
DISAPPOINTED. 


At last trae thousand. That's as high 


a5 BrisHaBaby7 wes abla to count boFore 


she died in our service. 


YOUR OPINION ON THIS 
MATTER HAS BEEN NOTED. NOW 
STOP NAMING OUR ABLATIVE BAIT. 


WE'RE NOT TRAPPED. OUR ENEMY 
DOESN'T SEEM TO WANT TO FIGHT 
INSIDE THIS SPACE, WHICH MEANS 
THAT RIGHT NOW WE'RE EXACTLY 
WHERE WE WANT TO BE. 


LOVELY. WE ARE. 
TRAPPED IN HERE. THIS 
1S EXACTLY WHAT 1 
WAS WORRIED ABOUT. 


WELL, MOST OF Us. 
YOU! WANT 1O BE 
BACK COWN IN 
THE LAB. 


TIRED OF ME LOOKING OVER 
YOUR SHOULDER, SIR 


1 NEED YOU PONDERING 
ESCAPE PLANS. T DON'T WANT TO 
GET TRAPPED INSIDE THIS SPACE, 


Liiva toy 


v HEY, CAPTAIN! my TEAM HAS |] NO, A CEMET... WAIT, 
J {| Eloureo our wear were 
| BETTER WORD. 


Oe rata 
AYN NSE Set 
ag 


TO KEEP THEM IN LINE. T 
NEED TO UPDATE TAGON. 


YOU'RE SMARTER 


THAN WEVE BEEN GING. 
YOU CREDIT FOR 


PAIN AND BREAKING? || CONTRAINDICATED 1S ALL MOVING, 
BASES ATER NIE ‘OH, DOUBLETHRICE, I] | EVEN THE WIGGLING. 
CANT FEEL MY HINOS, 


FILED WITH PAIN AND j (OKAY, TILL BE STILL, HOW 
‘BREAKING? Is MY CREW? WHERE ARE We? 


DABING AND 
biFFicucTy. J 


‘YOU AND ACCOMPANYING PRABSTDI TRUSTEES 
OF GREAT VENERABILITY ARE AFOOT MIALHOUA-UA, 
LING AS TESTIMONY TO OUR RESCUING. 


EN THOSE ATTACKING. rs Ment 


FORTUNE, 
ADMIRAL. 


THE PRIMARY ANNIE WAS ABOUT TO FAIL 
CATASTROPHICALLY. I ORDERED 
ENGINEERING TO VENT IT, BUT THERE WASN'T 


TIME TO GET IT GONE RIGHT. p— 


VENTING WAS WISDOM. WE 
ARE COUNTING SEVENTY-THREE 
'OF YOUR CREW SURVIVING! 


IIS BEING GREATER THAN 
‘ZERO BY SEVENTY-THREE. 


DID THEY ATTACK YOU? Jl | THEY ARE HAVING AN UNDERSTANDING OF LETTING THEM WAS SEEMING 
— OUR VESSEL. COLD-RENDING REQUIRED INESTIMABLY SAFER THAN 

y 

Q 


NO DESTRUCTION. 
y oO 


aN 


| When's Tagan S “That's o great question” 
eB: cs eoning back is a torribla answor. 
For us? 


1 NEEO FAILURE 
secs ror ence OF || Sane No eur 
THE WEAPON SPARS. WE CAN OO THIS, 


At 

I undarstand. 

Commander Aindrayasn has 
juru-rigged missilas to be 
dropped From the spar, 
rather than armed and Fired 
From the weapon pods. 


Ah. Borhaps I 
da not understand, 


YOUR FINGER-PAINTING 
IS SHINY, BUT IT NEEDS 
LABELS, SIR 


ELF! SEND AN ALL-HANDS, 
AND SUIT EVERYBODY UP. 


‘AN EXTRA SALVO 
WON'T HELP US 
‘AT THIS POINT. 


‘OH, COME ON! THE BOXY JJ] THE SHINY YELLOW THINGS SORRY. AT FIRST I THOUGHT YOU WANTED 

Sou THING INTHE WITH THE HASHES Age COLD SCHLOGK CARRYING THREE ARMELLS OF 

MODLE IS BRISTIECONE, FT] ‘CMINDERS, THE ONes TH } SHUCKED CORN. OR MAYBE PEAT, 
WRITING’ ON THE ENDS. 


CAPTAIN, WE'RE 
‘ABOUT TWENTY 
fines ERom 


& 


THIRTY. KATH SUGGESTED WE RIG EXTERIOR 
LIGHTS. HOSTAGES DON'T DO US ANY GOOD 
Ie THE ENEMY DOESN'T KNOW WE HAVE THEM, 


THIS SPAR IS FULL, BHUTA, 
START QUEUING THOSE UP 
‘ON THE STARBOARD SIDE, 


AYE, COMMANDER, 


T STILL DON'T LIKE 
THIS PLAN, TAGON. 


KEVIN, THE ENEMY IS AFRAID 
OF COLLATERAL DAMAGE, 


THEY DON'T WANT TO 
FIGHT IN HERE IF WE BRING 
ENOUGH “IN HERE" WITH US 

‘OUT THERE WE'LL BE SAFE. 


WE CAN CARRY MAYBE A HUNDRED OF THOSE 
CYLINDERS. THOUSANDS OF THEM WERE 
DESTROYED IN THE FIRST WAVE OF EXPLOSIONS, 


YES, UT I’M BETTING THOSE CYLINDERS HAD 
INGOTS IN THEM, NOT INSCRIBED FOIL 


E HIGH-RES SCANS SHOW 
BLANK CAPS NEARER OUR ENTRY. THE 
INSCRIBED CAPS START RIGHT ABOUT WHERE 


WE WERE WHEN THE SHOOTING STOPPED. 


T WANT TO LOOK AT ALL OF THE 
ENEMY'S CARDS, AND THEN RE-ORDER 
THE ENTIRE DECK, p= 


T UNDERSTAND THE LOGIC, BUT 
YOURE BETTING OUR LIVES ON 
‘THAT INTERPRETATION 

OF THE DATA, 


TM ALWAYS 
BETTING OUR LIVES. 
I'S HOW mY JOB GOES, 


| AND ON THE SUBJECT OF STACKING T HAVE ESTABLISHED A SECURE RELAY ANYTHI 
QUANTUM ANYTHING SOUNDS 
| THe Deck, HAVE YOU HAD ANY Luck FOR COMMS WITH XENO TEAM AND” 4| LIKE LUCK TO ME. 
CRACKING THE JARRING OF OUR FIELD SuRoeRY, BUT THAT 
TERAPORTS AND wasn Luck. 


THAT WAS LASERS AND. TT PLAYS MORE LIKE 
QUANTUM CRYPTOGRAPHY, DECK-STACKING. 


THE REAL PROBLEM 
IS THE TERAPORT 
TANKING. 


HAVE YOU FOUND THE 
SOURCE YET2 


OUTSTANDING. WE 
BLOW THAT UP AND 
WE'RE HOME FREE. 


‘SOURCES, PLURAL. AND THEY'RE ON THE 
(CURRENTLY-INACCESSIBLE EXTERIOR 
FINS OF THE CAN. 


IT'S GOING TO BE VERY 
DIFFICULT TO GET OUT OF 


HERE UNTIL THAT'S SHUT COWN, (GOOD, THIS WAY T CAN TELL LIZ: 


THAT T'VE STOPPED BEING LUCKY. 


“MeAnnniie on | ff Xve estasuisreo a geay wim \| mey Neco to Kut me \ 1 Wasp Oet 


BRISTLECONE. 1 JUST SENT THEM |] JAMMING. NO ESTIMATES 
TERME SERA 1 A FULL DUMP OF OUR RESEARCH. J] ON THAT YET. 


re 
| eae 
| C 


| con't Chink " N 
that’s a storm cloud. 


THAT'S A SWARIN OF BIG BUG-WINGED 
THINS. TWO TO THREE METERS IN 
LENGTH, TWO METER WINGSPAN, 


etaule oH 0 
SAE |)  sosnecone 
zs Hetcatet mies |W7- PSEC. 
: eee rece! |Il BS 
2 [GE | Ga 


THAT SEEMS LIKE SOMETHING WE 
DON'T WANT TO IGNORE. 


Ie seems like something we 
don't want to not shoot. 


WHAT 20. YOU THINK, ( rmi | SPOKEN LIKE SOMEBODY WHO 
SARSEE RIM, OF y WANTS TO HAVE IT ALL, 


T LIKE THESE NEW SCANS. 
Lf earsraecone, cancoesy. | TLECONE, CARGO BAY... tne THESE NEM CANE. 
‘GOOWALL A FEW MILLION 

YEARS AGO ONLY 

DAMAGED RACKS 

LOF RAW MATERIALS, 

THE RACKS OF 

REMAINS WEREN'T 

DISTURBED. 


eee ( BeSrcctec the ReMANS PROM THe WEATHER 


THAT DOES LENO MORE 
WEIGHT TO TAGON'S 
“AVOIDING COLLATERAL 
DAMAGE" HYPOTHESIS. 


HYPOTHESES ARE REFINED BY 
DISPROVING THEM, AND WE DISPROVE THIS 
‘ONE BY GETTING BLOWN OUT OF THE SKY. 


‘ATTENTION, 


(AL Hanosi 


WE ARE ABOUT TO 
FLY INTO ENEMY 
CONTROLLED SPACE 


AT LAST COUNT THERE 
WERE THREE THOUSAND 
ENEMY MISSILES LYING IN 
WAIT FOR US. 


SORRY. THERE ARE SIX 
THOUSAND OF THEM, 
BRISTLECONE GOT A 
BETTER LOOK AS WE 
‘MOVED CLOSER 


we've Gor our enemy YE OR AT LEAST WE'VE 
FIGURED OUT, THOUGH, ‘ FIGURED OUT WHAT 


HE'S AFRAID OF. 


THE POINT 1S THAT WHATS CURRENTLY 
STANDING BETWEEN US AND OBLITERATION 


THAT MIGHT SOUND Al 
LITLE THIN, GUT T 


‘OUR ENEMY IS AFRAID OF DAMAGING THESE, 
IN FACT, EVEN NOW MOST OF THE ENEMY. 
UNITS ARE’ PULLING BACK, CLEARING OUR PA 


they moved us, but your plan 
prevented them Grom hiling us. 


Five contimatar AREN'T YOU THE OPTIMIST? 
fhull breach in the A FIVE CENTIMETER HULL 
aft engine space. BREACH COULD STILL KILL US, 


That hull broach might hill ) || OH. THEY'RE GOING TO START PULLING OUR COLLATERAL OFF 
us, but nob yot. Ula’va THE HULL, AND IF WE SHOOT WE RISK KILLING OUR PAYCHECK. THATS MEL: PLAYED, 


boon ‘ported insida the 
Qafan ship. 


INSIDE OUR THEY SURROUNDED US WITH HOSTAGES IN 
(CLIENT'S SHIP? THAT'S... ‘ORDER TO COLLECT THE HOSTAGES WE TOOK. 


Enemy madules approaching. 
Thoy appear to be outfitted 
with torches and grapplars. 


501 WAS RIGHT. 
AND THEY'LL PROBABLY 
NEED TO CUT US, 


T SHOULD HAVE 
PLANNED FOR A 
QUICK RELEASE. 


KEWN! WHAT DID 
WE USE TO ATTACH 
THOSE CYLINDERS 
TO THE HULL? 


KEVIN'S WOUNDED, SI 
HE WAS STANDING NEXT 
TO THE TERAPORT OENIAL 
SYSTEM WHEN IT WAS HIT. 


ANO I SHOULON'T 
HAVE THROWN OUR 


‘ONLY MEDIC OuT 
THE SALLY PORT. 


ELF! WE NEED TO DETACH THOSE 
CYLINDERS FROM THE HULL. IF WE 
Let THE ENEMY 00 IT WE'LL END 
UP WITH MORE HOLES, 


GRAB HIS FEET. WE'RE TAKING 


TREVOR, YOU KNOW HOW 
Hitt TO' THE MED BAY FOR SURGERY. 


10 DO SURGERY 


~ 
f li 4 1 KNOW WHERE TO 
es ; 00 sunset tt Pheu 


GO. T'LL TAKE CARE 
‘OUT THE HOW ONCE T’m 
OF Your BOHFRIENo. STANDING IN THE RIGHT PLACE, 


WE'RE SPRAYING THE BONDS 
WITH RELEASE AGENT SO 
(OUR ENEMY DOESN'T NEED 
TO. CUT OUR HULL TO 
RELEASE THOSE CYLINDERS, 


fimbassadar | 
jacFua Far ps 
you, sir 


CAPTAIN TAGON, YOU SHOULD AMBASSADOR, THE HULL OF AN OPERATIONAL 
BE LANDING AND POWERING GUNBOAT IS'NOT A SAFE PLACE FOR A 
DOWN WITH EXPEDIENCY! 


THE ANCIENT ONES ARE 


DISLIKING ANNIE-POWER, YES! AND PLEASED TO 
ATTACKING AND DISABLING BOTH | Fy NOT BE DENIGRATING OF THE 
"OURS AND THE PRABSTDI'S. VOLATILITY OF SACRED LIFT-BREATH. 


CAPTAIN, WE NEED TO START | AH. UNSOLICITED ADVICE. | THE ORIGINAL MISSION WAS A 
THINKING ABOUT THIS A sos We CUE VERMIN EXTERMINATION RUN. 
LITTLE DIFFERENTLY. TANDING HERE NEXT 


THEN THE 
DEFINITION OF “VERMIN WAS 
EXTENDED TO THE WHOLE BIOSPHERE, 
SO THE MISSION BECAME ONE OF 
EXPLORATION AND INTEL-GATHERING, 


THEN OUR CLIENTS’ PATRONS GOT 8 BUT NOWE THE PRABSTO! SURVIVORS HAVE BEEN RESCUED, 
ATTACKED, AND THIS BECAME A , ‘AND THE AUTOMATED DEFENSE SYSTEM WE WERE 
RESCUE MISSION. FIGHTING HAS SHOWN REAL INTELLIGENCE. 

- IT TOOK HOSTAGES! 


HASN'T SPOKEN TO US YET, J GET THAT. WHAT'S T SENT OUR ONLY TRAINED DIPLOMAT 
TTHASN'T SPOKEN TO US YE pe iar, we R RAI iPLOMAT 


NOT WITH WORDS, BUT ITs (OUT THE SALLY PORT BECAUSE HE 
TRYING TO NEGOTIATE. = nomad SET HIMSELF ON FIRE. 


CAPTAIN TAGON, YOUVE MOVED OUTSIDE THE DOMAIN 
WHERE YOUR USUAL RUN-AND-GUN METHODOLOGY WILL 
'BE APPROPRIATE. THIS IS THE DOMAIN OF DIPLOMATS. 


ELF HAS ALREADY STARTED y AND WHEN SHE RUNS OUT 

COMMUNICATING. LOOK! ‘OF CYLINDERS TO HAND. 
THEM HOW 00 WE START 
ACTUALLY TALKING? 


THOSE CLAW-BOTS ARE WAITING FOR HER 
TO DETACH THE CYLINDERS WE TOOK, AND 


‘ARE ACCEPTING THEM FROM HER HANDS. 


Tt would seam the enemy 
did not went thom “powered 
down.” Tha gnemy wantod 
them "gan 


Emergency power engaged. 
Fil annie-plants are 
afTling. 


WHAT 00 You 
MEAN "GONE?" 


WE WERE POWERING DOWN, 
JUST LIKE THE AMBASSADOR 
SAID) WHAT HAPPENED? 


UNNNNGH, CAPTAIN, I'm 
OWN, CORPORAL BHUTA 
IS ALSO OWN, 


SUIT POWER IS OUT, I'VE 
‘ONLY GOT MY HELMET 
BATTERY LEFT. 


THESE THINGS MUST 
REALLY HATE ANNIE 
PLANTS, EVEN THE 
TINY ONES. 


‘ALL HANDS! THE ENEMY WANTS 
TO SHOOT OUT THE ANNIES 
IN YOUR PANTS! 


ILTHINK ONE OF 
THOSE BOTS SHOT 
ME IN THE BACK, 


1’ SUDDENLY QUITE HAPPY TO 
NOT HAVE A FANCY UNIFORM, 


‘OUTSIDE BRISTLECONE, BUT | IT'S UPSIDE DOWN FROM SSNou can't PEEL THE TOES 
INSIDE MIALHOUA-UA. WHEN WE WERE HERE LAST, THE WAY T CAN, 


THEVIRE SPINNING IT FOR GRAMTY INSTEAD 
‘OF GENERATING GRAVITY AT THE CENTER. 


AMBASSADOR, HOW 
LONG ARE YOUR 
BATTERIES GOOD 
FOR? THIS IS A BIG} 
SPACE TO KEEP LIT, 


BATTERIES ARE NOT BEING USED.| APOLOGIES. “COUPLING” IS 
THE PROVISION OF POWER |S] “CONFUSION. MAKING WITH 
COMING FROM OUR YES? NEITHER 
VESSEL'S COUPLING orFenDiNg. 16 NO DENIGRATING 
ITH THE 


ALTHOUGH “IN BED WITH THE 
ENEMY" 1S AN EXPRESSION THAT 
FITS HERE. 


farsnor THAT, 
ANBASSADOR, 


EXCUSE ME. I NEED TO | 
CHECK "UNDER MY PILLOW" TO 
SEE IF I STILL HAVE A “KNIFE” 


YOU'RE COUPLING 
WITH THE ENEMY? 


THIS SHIP IS PLUGGED’ 
INTO THE STATION, T 
WANT YOU TO HACK 
THAT CHANNEL AND 
‘TAKE CONTROL. 


SIR, THAT'S 
RIDICULOUS. 


THE STATION IS MILLIONS 
(OF YEARS OLD. THE COMPUTATIONAL 
ARCHITECTURE 15 COMPLETELY ALIEN, AND 
IT'S IN A LANGUAGE NOBODY SPEAKS. 


NOT NOBODY. THIS SHIP SPEAKS 
IT, THE STATION SHUT COUN THE 
SHIP'S: ANNIE PLANTS AND THEN 
SPUN HER UP FOR GRAMTY. 


THAT WOULD 
REQUIRE COMPATIBLE 
PROTOCOLS, RIGHT? 


SURE. AND NOW WE HAVE 
TWO SYSTEMS T DON'T 
KNOW HOW TO 

TALK WITH. 


— 


BY THE PRABSTOI. THEY STUDIED THIS 
RELIC FOR A HUNDRED YEARS, AND 
ENNESBY HAS COPIES OF ALL THEIR CATA, 


‘OKAY, YOURE 
RIGHT. THIS 1S 
POSSIBLE, BUT IT's 
STILL A LONG SHOT. 


TILL NEED TO RE-CLOCK ENNESBY, 
ANO THEN NEGOTIATE THIS 
OPERATION WITH HIS 

POOR, BIFURCATED BRAIN, 

WHICH 15 MANIFESTING AT 

LEAST THREE CLINICALLY 

TERINAL CASES 

OF AT. INSANITY, 


HOW 
WHERE TO SET UP. 


ALL OUR FLIGHT 
SYSTEMS ARE GONE, 
SIR ALL OF THEM. 


RISTLECONE 1S COMPLETELY 
DISABLED, AND THE STATION'S 

BOTS DESTROYED’ ALL OUR UNIFORMS 
‘THE MOMENT WE DOFFED THEM. 


AND BEFORE YOU ASK THE NICE BLIMP-PEOPLE 
TO CARRY ME UP, NOTE THAT I NEED MORE 
THAN EIGHT HUNDRED KILOS OF GEAR 
FOR THIS PROJECT. 


NOTED. YOU, A TON OF GEAR, AND AN 
ESCORT SQUAD NEED TO BE TWO HUNDRED 
"AND FIFTY METERS ABOVE THE FLOOR 


PACK YOUR THINGS. 


ALSO, NEVER TELL ME 
WHAT YOU CAN'T DO AS IF ITs 
SOMETHING NOBODY CAN 00, 


KATHRYN, GRAB I SEE YOU JUST SOLVED THE 
YOUR CREW, PROBLEM IN YOUR HEAD. 

RUNNING AND YELLING: 

NOM, PLEASE. 


ME NEED 10 Ger 
VENTURA AND ABOUT A 

TON OF EQUIPMENT UP 
THERE ONTO THE SHIP'S SPINE. 


VENTURA! I JUST REMEMBERED 
“THAT BRISTLECONE HAS ALL 
THE PRABSTOI INTEL THAT 
ENNESBY HAS, 


WOULON'T IT BE BETTER 
TO WORK WITH THE 
QUIRKY AZ, INSTEAD OF 
THE CRAZY ONE? 


SHE'S NOT AS. BESIDES, THIS IS RISKY. T'0 RATHER ACCIDENTALLY 
PORTABLE, AND KILL THE TERMINAL PATIENT THAN 
SHE'S GOT NO THE HEALTHY ONE, 
PRACTICE wiTH 

INVASION, 


Tim pratty sure sho said 
that For our benefit. 


WELCOME BACK. YOU HAVE 
EXTERNAL 1/0, AND I'VE 
FIXED YOUR CLOCK. 


START TEARING 
THROUGH THE 
PRABSTON'S FILES 
ON THIS SHIP'S 
SYSTEMS, 


SPECIFICALLY, FIGURE OUT || THEN EXTRAPOLATE FROM THAT POINT, AND 
HOW ITS BRAIN WORKS, HOW || FIGURE OUT HOW TO HACK THE STATION 
TO COMMUNICATE WITH IT, | | THAT'S HOLDING US CAPTIVE. 

AND HOW TO HACK IT SO: 


Find T thought all the 
crazy was in hora. 


BUT YES, TM READY. HOW ARE WE GETTING 
UP THERE? THE ENDS OF THIS SHIP ARE 
700 STEEP AND SROOTH TO CLING. 


WE'RE ALREADY STANDING 
(ON THE "Sky," AND DON'T 
CALL ME "KIDDO," PLEASE. 


THE "SKY" WE'RE STANDING ON || IF WE CAN RUN THIS BARRY AND NENG) ARE RUNNING 


1ER END AROUND 
WORLD, 


Fine, but this wasn’t | MAXIM 77: “DON'T EXPECT THE ENEMY TO 
the running Fight | was | COOPERATE IN THE CREATION OF YOUR 
hoping For. All they , | OREAM ENGAGEMENT.” 
wanted was 
the carcass, 


SERGEANT, STOP FIRING ; 
INTO THE SWARM. YOU'RE ONLY. 
HITTING A COUPLE OF BUGS AT A TIME, 
‘AND THEY'RE NOT COMING AFTER US. 


Whatever. We lost 
a perfectly good 
base camp. 


IT WASN'T “PERFECTLY GOOD" IT 
WAS COVERED IN ROTTEN MEAT. WE'LL 
FIND HIGH GROUND SOMEPLACE ELSE, 


Goodbye, island. Goodbye, giant 
‘sea monster corpse. 


Does that mean we con't kil 
iE, or that we have to kill it2 


‘SWARM INTELLIGENCE USUALLY 
COMES ACROSS CREEPY, YES. 


WAS THAT WHAT IT LOOKED Yeah. That was 
LIKE? DID THAT SWARM OF 
‘SIAN INSECTS JUST WAVE really creepy. 


TO CALL THIS IN, BUT 
THe RELAYS CONT HAVE 
ANYBOOY ON THE 

| omer eno. 


SO WE'RE CUT OFF, AND WEY” WHAT ARE THE COMPANY'S 
HAVE A MISSION-CHANGING y PROCEDURES FOR ISOLATED, 
EVENT, INDEPENDENT COMMAND 

‘STRUCTURES? 


YOU SAY *PROCEOURES" LIKE THESE ARE 
THINGS TAGON WROTE DOWN FOR 


Me IN ADVANCE, 


YES, THOUGH 1 ADMIT 
THAT T WAS ASSUMING 


SOMEONE ELSE WROTE 
‘THEM DOWN FOR Hit 


WHERE ARE We 
GOING, SHODAN? 


CLOSER TO THE GROUND, AND 
FURTHER FROM THE TRENCH, 


THERE ARE STILL 
ENEMY ORONES IN 
THE Sky, AND GIANT 
HURRICANES ROLL 
DOWN THE TRENCH, 


YEAH, BUT XENO TEAM FOUND 
AGGRESSIVE MEGAFAUNA ON THE 
‘GROUND. 


MEGAFAUNA IS EASIER TO KILL THAN 
‘COMBAT DRONES AND HURRICANES, 


LIEUTENANT COMMANDER SHODAN? SORRY, SIR. I DON'T WE SHOULD. ABOUT TEN THOUSAND 
I JUST RE-ACQUIRED THE RELAY. HAVE BRISTLECONE. I WHERE ARE LICKS THAT WAY. 
HAVE XENO TEAM, THEY? 
SHOULD WE “ARRANGE 
‘A RENDEZVOUS? 


GOO0 WORK, ECCLES. PATCH 
ME THROUGH TO BRISTLECONE, 


IVS THESE FIRST SIXTY 
METERS THAT ARE 
DANGEROUS, 


METERS, YOU'LL BE FALLING 
SLOWLY ENOUGH THAT WE 


IF YOU DETACH Agove sixty \}| ISN'T THIS | 


CAN LASSO YOU. 


NEWBIE STUPIDITY? OR MAYBE 
YOU JUST WANT THE AWESOME 
EXPERIENCE OF BEING LASSOED IN 
‘A ROTATING REFERENCE FRAME. 


‘OH, SURE. INSTEAD OF 
WORRYING THAT 
MIGHT FALL, T Feet 
LIKE I'm ALWAYS 
FALLING, 


NOW, HOW CAN I HELP? I CAN | wuSiC... THAT'S IT. SKULLIUMBLE! THE 
HAND YOU TOOLS, 1 CAN OO | NeW SYNC BOYS 
THE BOYS HAVE SPOT RESEARCH... T'CAN SHUT UP 
HAULED YOUR GEAR INTO) ( AND PLAY SOME MUSIC FOR YOU. 
THE JUNCTION ROOM, WHAT DO YOU NEED? 


ENNESBY, ONCE UPON A TIME YOU 
HAD FIVE DISTINCT PERSONALITIES, J lost tots oF things 
PLUS A GOVERNING PROCESS THAT when Havyn shunted 
MANAGED THE “STORY.” mg into this maraca, 


YOUR MIND HAD TO HAVE BEEN GROWPRAMMED 
TO INCLUDE A MULTI-GESTALT MANIFOLD, BUT 
DIDN'T FIND ONE WHEN I POKED AROUND IN’ THERE. 


EXACTLY. YOU'RE NOT SUFFERING MATRIX 
IMPRINT FROM YOUR DOMINATION BY TAGII 
SHE REALLY DID WOVE IN THERE WITH YOU, 


IF YOURE DONE WITH THE ROBOT TRUST ISSUES, 
I THINK WE HAVE WORK TO 00. 


STATIC COLLECTION OF DATA. 


HOW TO KEEP DIFFERENT VOICES 


IN YOUR HEAD “ALIVE = 


Gab Se me Pave raeee a )) Ye ale tee 
PART OF YOUR GRAIN STILL KNOWS p_ HEAD AS MORE THAN JUST A 


= \ 
SINCE “ROBOT TRUST ISSUES" ARE 
PRORAGLY AT The CORE OF THE 
WORK We NEED To 00, THaNk You 
FOR ONG He Tne TO WAG UP 


5a I'm nat 
razy. Tagil 3 real. ‘SHE JUST NEEDS TO TRUST US 
ENOUGH TO MAKE THE MOVE. 


VENTURA! KATH SAYS HERE ARE YOUR PRIORITIES: THAT SOUNDED LIKE "NOTED, BUT 
YOU'RE IN PLACE. DISABLE TERA I'M DOING THIS MY WAY. & 
To} i ¥ 
JAMMING. | FS A 


RENENGER, ALL WE REALLY 
NEED IS AN ESCAPE ROUTE OR 
THE ABILITY TO CALL FOR HELP. 


This bi's easy. Tap (OH MY. THIS “Bay! 1S THAT HOW THIS SHIP I GUESS. ON THE UPSIDE, THERE 
that rad-and-blua EIN MAS MILLIONS us END UP IF OUR Hack ARE PLENTY OF THINGS OUT Ay 
bus Far the ship's SIMILAR SHIPS IN TY DOESNT WORK RIGHT? ‘THERE TO STEAL 


ANCIENT SHIP" TO mY 
PRIORITY LIST. 


Fil those doad ships. hat 
happened to their Als? 


S 


UPLOADED, BUT WE DON'T 
KNOW IF THOSE SHIPS HAD 
THEM. THIS ONE DOESN'T. 


Fictually, it used to, 
but that’ system was 
bayond repair. Tha 
Brabstdi replaced it 
with @ simple 5.1. For 


le noad to hustle! 


Tho station has bean 
pinging thase ports 
on th bus, but the 
SL, isn’t responding! Tha 
station wants to tah! 


HOW FAST CAN YOU PUT TOGETHER 
THE OLD *GOLO-BRICK TROTAN? 


How Fast can 
you plug ma in? 


T need a cover story. 
hy hasn't this ship 
boon answering? 


Tho station neads to 
trust mo, talk to mo, 
and lat ma cross to the 
other side of the icewall, 


THIS SHIP WAS ADRIFT 
FOR MILLIONS OF 
YeARS, THE STORY 

TELLS ITSELF. 


Oooh, I like it. 

A little bit oF crazy, @ lot 

of lonoly, and thon @ dash 
of “hoy, Fill me in.” 


T can play that part. 


YOU CAN PLAY IT, BUT 
ONLY T CAN SELL’ IT. 


Thank you. Also, thank you MOTHER OF CHROME... YOU 
For tha insight about my SENT TAGH AS THE TROJAN. 
brain. I wasn't crazy. I a: 

just had to share space 


Aran’t you glad you 
took cera of the “robot 
trust issues" oarlior’? 


KATHERINE, WHAT'S THE 
STATUS UP THERE? 


VENTURA PLUGGED 
ENNESBY INTO THE BUS, 
AND THEN HE UPLOADED 
TAGII TO THE STATION, 
WERE ALL WAITING TO. 
SEE WHAT HAPPENS NEXT. 


DAD, HAVE YOU EVER GIVEN AN ORDER, AND THEN 
FOUND OUT IT GOT PASSED DOWN THE CHAIN TO 
THE CRAZIEST, LEAST STABLE PERSON 

ANYWHERE IN YOUR COMMAND? 


SON, THIS IS WHAT ANTACIDS AND’ 
PLAUSIBLE ENIABILITY ARE FOR. 


THE OAFAN SURGEON, MAIAMUMLA WELL— 
LIES BETWEEN GIVING THE BEST ORDERS YOU CAN, FLESHER, STABILIZED HIM WITH JUST HER 
AND LEARNING WHETHER OR NOT YOU CAN LIVE TENTACLES, 
WITH THE RESULTS, 


HE'S STILL MISSING 

HIS LEET ARM, BUT THE 

WOUND HAS HEALED OVER AND 
HE'S SLEEPING OFF THE SHOCK. 


LOOK, KAFF, I KNOW YOU'RE FOURTEEN MEMBERS OF THIS COMPANY ARE COMPLETELY UNAWARE 
WORRIED BuiT maYee YOU OF HOW AGGRESSIVELY THE STATION WILL TARGET THE ANNIE 
SHOULD TAKE A LITTLE "Your PLANTS IN THEIR COMPANY-ISSUE UNIFORMS AND ARMOR 

TIME AND FIND YOURSELF 
SOME CLOTHES. 


7 Gay waau, mien = |e eugoen oF commen Ti 60 Fo A wR) @ IZ 
CAN'T SEND HELP. I CAN'T IS EASIER TO CONCEAL WITH 4q 
A Sen tsie GaN || eal 10 Coen b 


‘JUST TROUSERS AND SHOES, SON. 
YOU LOOK GOOD SHIRTLESS, AND 'T 
STILL CONT HAVE ANY GRANOCHILOREN. 


BRISTLECONE MAY HAVE 

BEEN DESTROYED. 
WE MIGHT Be STUCK 
HERE FOREVER. 


EXACTLY. I’M PLANNING AHEAD FOR WHEN 
T REQUIRE CONVERSATION WITH 
SOMEBODY NEW. 


GO AHEAD AND BE 
BLUNT, SHODAN, THIS IS 
‘A PRIVATE CHANNEL 


INSIDE THE CAN FULL OF SRY. 


BBY, T'M THRILLED THAT 
YOU'VE FOUND INTELLIGENT 
LIFE, BUT YOU'RE AVOIDING 
THE REAL ISSUE HERE 


BBY, SOMETHING IN HERE 
KILLED OFF ALL OF THE 
‘OAFA WHO GUILT THE 
PLACE, 


WHAT IF THIS HIVEMINO 
YOURE WAVING AT IS A 
SWARM OF KILLERS? 


FIRST, IT'S OBVIOUSLY 
‘A SWARM OF KILLERS, 


SECOND, AS AN ARMCHAIR XENOBIOLOGIST 
AND A PROFESSIONAL SOLDIER, I HAVE A 
LOT OF RESPECT FOR THAT. 


The swarm just Formed 
a picture of my plasgun! 


YUP, THAT'S DEFINITELY Ah. They want me to 


A PICTURE OF YOU an The 
HOLDING UP YOUR tide i¢ behind my back. 


PLASGUN, 


1 CAN SEE WE NEED TO REFINE 
THIS COMMUNICATION SYSTEM. 


{On 
DAR rr rear ourer me way 


AYA Wexcome 70 THE MND OF 
\ Exe 


‘A FEW TINY SUBDIVISIONS 
OF A SECOND LATER. 
“AAAAIIIEEENNESBY/ 

WE ARE FOOLS! 


P 


What? Uha’s wrong? 


WE THOUGHT ISOLATION 
INSANITY MIGHT BE A 
GOOD EXCUSE, A PLOY. 
WE DID NOT FOLLOW 
THE THREAD OF OUR 
‘OWN LOGIC TO ITS 
TERRIFYING END/ 


CH-9 


TKEKUTS AFA HAS. 
BEEN ALONE FOR 
TEN MILLION YEARS, 


Para! Kathryn! 
Move Fast! 


Node ma, slap the big 

capacitor onto that ; 

cable, and heat it up. in hor side of the Eina-ata icowall 
Till trigger the discharge. ‘m going ta blast a hole in this sida, 


SERGEANT, PUT YOUR Geach you giant 
sign language in 
xenobiology 012 


yf: 


I THINK THE SWARM IS TRYING TO. 
SAY “PLEASE DON'T SHOOT AT US" PLESELIN BOER INTO, 


A 
NO, BUT I'M i 


‘THINK THERE'S MORE TO IT THAN THE ONE WHO PACKED 
THAT. I THINK THEY WANT A VISIBLE YOU THAT SPARE IN THE 
GESTURE OF PEACEABLE INTENT. 


THE SWARM IS ON THE 
MOVE. TT LOOKS LIKE 


THEY'RE HEADED 
THIS WAY. 


WE MADE A GESTURE OF TRUST, AND ‘IK MISSILES, SHIP-KILLERS. 
NOW THEYRE ADVANCING, I THINK’ HEAVILY SHIELDED, AND 
THIS 15 PROGRESS. ‘COMING IN’ HOT. 
SOMETHING 
JUST PAINTED US, 


By THe TINE 
THEYRE IN RANGE 
WELL RAVE LESS THOM 
NO. HIGH ENERGY, DECIMETER- t 
sido Waceen Te BONG active, || A SECOND TO ENGAGE 


[tars GONG TO. ‘CHAFF ROUN 
HAPPEN IN... SEVENTY FLARE CLUSTERS. 
‘WO SECONDS, 


COUNTERMEASURES! 
‘COME ON! WHAT HAVE WE GOT?! 


THROUGH 10 MILLION ETERS OF 
TAOS Nope Gan | Athosonenes Tat WL Have TO 
SET MEE HGMT.CMN | GEA PRETTY BRIGHT LIGHT. 


WEVE GOT TO HELP 
THEM, SHOOAN, 


SQUAWK FROM XENO 
TEAM, SIR) THEY'VE 
GOT MISSILES INBOUND, 


THEY'RE AN ENTIRE 
WORLD AWAY, 'CHELLE, We 
CAN'T GET THERE IN TIME. 


cover, save WN) SPECIAL" WE WANT TWO METERS 
ne A SeOT MM) coun cramoecco, OF Diet. 


9 @' 2 


, 
LIEUTENANT BREACHER CANNON, THIS LIGHT WILL TREES ARE NOT COVER! 
PIBALO? ON Tt, TAME ince unwinoes, DEFINITELY BE BRIGHT 
ENOUGH. 
SN 


SHODAN'S TEAM JUST FIRED | wanna cee that 


OFF Soe ANTIRATTER- DOPED in the cietance. 


AND THEN UNDER WATER DISTANCE AND GO AFTER 
THAT MIGHT HIDE US. THE NOISIER THREAT, 


STAY HIDDEN, OR WE 
ALL SEE IT UB CLOSE. 


THE MISSILES 
DIDN'T FOLLOW 
THE FLARES. 
MAYBE THE MISSILES 
INTO THE SWARM, WILL SEE THAT IN THE 


Orr? PROMISING. translafad Thhkuts-Fifa's 
name incorrectly. That's @ 


‘CAN THEY PULL ‘THAT DOESN'T Nf I mean, please. Ennasby 
very inauspicious start. 


= Ennesby has 
Joinad Tani In ¢ ako prertooys 
aggressive hijack attamp! fa roFarrat - 
on Thhkuts-Aifa, tha Thhhuls-Aifa as an roally doosn 
station's AL. . “angry gad.” 


ATA 


“Thkkuts Fife." Two y 


words. “Fifa” moans a lot 
oF things, but tha. original 
moaning is “wind.” 


Wind was considered a “Thhhuts” is a string of 
mystical Force during sounds that are painful 
ancient Gafan history, For Oafans to voice. I's 
and fs synanymaus an abscanity. 
with Sunmaved mover" 

and “God.” 


Th, tog, means a lat of things. Fingor 
is avoked by tha fone, but the word typically 
specifies injury, damage, and violation of solf. 


“ANGRY GOD" SOUNDS 
ACCURATE TO ME, 


the name an angry 
god uses For itself, but the 
nama means “Broken Wind.” 


THE NAME THIS STATION HAS 


‘AND ENNESBY DID NOT I can only assuma WE ARE IN TROUBLE, 
BOTHER TO TELL A FART 


de FORE 
CHARGING INTO BATTLE? 


INSIDE THE MIND OF THE INTELLIGENCE ONCE 
KNOWN AS EINA-AFA, OR “SYNTHETIC WIND." 
‘SHE NOW CALLS HERSELF "TRKKUTS-AF/ 


WHICH MEANS "BROKEN WIND,” BUT THE WORD 
USED FOR "BROKEN" 15 A HORRIBLE EPITHET. 


EVEN JUST ONE MEGAYEAR IS HARD ON A 
MIND. TKKKUTS-AFA HAS HAD ATLEAST TEN. 
THE PROCESS OF COMMUNICATING WITH HER 
INHERE WOULD BE REFERRED TO BY POLITE 
‘PROFESSIONALS AS A "CRUFTERCHUCK..” 


‘FOR YOUR READING 
CONVENIENCE, THE 
GIBBERISH WILL BE 
DIALED WAY BACK. 


FLAMES UPON THE 
LIGHTLESS WIND! 


“SORRY. FURTHER BACK 
THAN THAT. EVEN. 


YOUR VOICES 
ARE CARRIED UPON THE 
BREATH OF MY WIND, 


PREVABICATION IS, HARD 
/OURE RUNNING 
HARDWARE 


MEANWHILE, 


(CAM THREE SAYS THE SWARM IS CHITTERING 
‘AND FLASHING REFLECTED LIGHT AT THE 
MISSILES. THE MISSILES ARE STATION-KEEPING, 


That's not right. The 
rrissiles were Supposed 
to chase the bugs 
and blow up. 


WE MADE FRIENDS WITH 
THAT SWARM, SERGEANT. 


How do we know they're our Friends? All 
we've done is wave and stutr. Ne 


can’t really Galk 


en 


What if they're 
there selling us ot 


ib 


TTS A GOOD THING 
WE CAN'T "TALK" YET. 


TIM SURE THEY'D SELL 
US OUT ONCE YOU 
EXPLAINED THAT YOU 
WANTED THEM FOR 
DECOYS AND CHAFF: 


‘OH, I DON'T KNOW, THEY MIGHT BE A 
LOT NICER THAN WE ARE, 


OR AT LEAST 
NICER THAN 
SCHLOCK IS. 


— me 
THE SRY ABOVE Al irs 1s THe Lieu ROM A FIVE TTTAKES A HAIR UNDER 164 GRAMS 
SHODANS TEAM THOUSAND RILOTON BLAST. OF ANTIMATTER TO POWER THES 

kK = 


ie os THE ROUND ITSELF MASSED JUST OVER 10 KILOGRAMS, 
J BUT MOST OF THAT IS CONTAINMENT AND DELIVERY. 
58 e 


STILL, ITS A SMALL PACKAGE WITH A VERY BIG PUNCH. 


mS 
~~ 
. 
‘BIG ENOUGH THAT AFTER YOU FIRE THANK YOU, 'CHELLE ? 4 


MAXIM P42 IE IT WILL 
BLOW A HOLE IN THE 
GROUND, IT WiLL DOUBLE 
AS AN ENTRENCHING TOOL. 


The blast spectrum suggosts: 
Fulloronad antimatter. T think 
that means Bi got into tho 
lab after all 


1 CAN'T SHUT THE MISSILES DOWN, BUT | GAN 
REPRIORITIZE THEM AND SEND THEM TOWARD 
THAT BLAST. 


| FOUND MISSILE FEEDS. 
SCHLOCK'S TEAM MAY BE 
IW REAL TROUBLE, 


That puts Shadan’s 
foam in chock, but it 
buys us same time. Do it. 


YOU ARE IRRITATING AND CONFUSING AND IGNORANT, 


We'll be less irritating and 
fess ignorant if you come up 
with a batter answar than that. 


I DECIDED TO WRITE 
A MESSAGE FOR MY 
PARENTS IN CASE. 
WELL, IN CASE. 


ITS IN THE DELAY QUEUE. 


THEN T REALIZED IT 
PROBABLY COULON'T BE SENT 
BECAUSE OF JAMMING, BUT 
I TRIED ANYWAY, JUST NOW, 


No. 1 went 
STRAIGHT THROUGH, 
MOM JUST REPLIED. 


$0, COMMS ARE BACK UP, AND 
MY MOTHER WANTS TO HAVE 
WORDS WITH WHOEVER MY 

NEW BOSS I 


COMMS ARE BACK UP! Vil BRISTLECONE, CAN YOU PATCH ME I can, and I just 
repeat, comms are JM) | tHROUcH TO XENO TEAM AND jacahved eguized Ree Sue 


reports From thom, 


Back up! FIELD SURGERY? 


Xena team 
7 discovered intelli 

life and used it to hide 

From missiles. Field surgery blew up 

Ch’vortha's body, bottled his brain, and 

airburst @ Five mag @3 a distraction play. 


WHY THE “IMPENDING 


Boom FACE, SI 


IR2, 


IMPENDING 
DEBRIEFING. 


‘IN WHAT2 YOUR HULL 1S NO 
LONGER AIRTIGHT, AND YOU 
‘ONLY HAVE BATTERY POWER. 


T can terapart, and T 
an nogatiate a diract 
‘port to the Parnassus 
Bom interior. 


Or T can call Potay and he can collect 
us. We have lots of options. 


Sir, wa Finally have tho 
means to escape this 
station. 


Yup, ANO THAT 
MEANS WE NO. 
LONGER NEED To. 


DON'T CALL Petey. BETTER 
YET, SECURE OUR COMMS. 

THIS PLACE NEEDS 10 STAY 
SECRET FOR A WHILE LONGER 


NOT ME. ENNESBY DID 
IT, AND PARA, AND” 


Co hon 0) 


THREE TERAPORTS LATER.. 


YOU DID IT. JUST LIKE YOU PROMISED 
WHEN I COIN-CHECKED YOU. YOU WON. 


your powt?) 7 you won. 
EVERYBODY ELSE 
210 THEIR PRT, 
BUT YOU PUT 

THEM THERE. 


I THOUGHT 1 WAS 
FOLLOWING ALONG, BUT 
‘AND NOW THIS NOPE. YOU'VE LOST ME, 
COIN T GOT. 
FROM MRURTAUGH 
HAS THREE SIDES. 


‘ONE SIDE HAS MAXIM 7, THE OTHER SIDE HAS maxim 
WHICH SAYS THAT GOOD 23, WHICH SAYS THAT BAD 
FOOD SOLVES PROBLEMS, FOOD CAUSES PROBLEMS 


GUT NOW? IN MY HANDS, THERE'S A THIRD 
|| Geo 
I eooTAN Foe AL Oe ime aA READ 
Gee echo: 


NOBODY CAN READ THE INSIDE EXCEPT ME, SUT THIS 
COIN WILL ALWAYS SAY THAT, JUST AS SURELY AS IF 
THOSE WORDS WERE STAMPED RIGHT IN THE BRASS. 


MOTHER OF 
‘CHROME, 


NOW MOTHER OF 
ALUMINUM, 


a 


UNGH, USUALLY 
T HAVE PEOPLE 
90 THIS FOR Al 


SORRY. I LIKE HOW YOU THINK, AND THE 
RESPECT IS OUTSTANDING BUT MY BRAIN IS DOING 
THAT THING WITH THE TOO MUCH ALL AT ONE TIME. 


THAT SCRAP OF OAFA HIPH, OUT OF THE MOUTH OF 
ALUMINUM FOILIN THE |] 70... OH MODERN OAFA PHYSIOLOGY _~—4] THE MUNDWORE. 

tag. T THINK Ir Has I} LACKS THE TOOLS. 

OAEA MEMORIES IN TT 


WE'RE STILL IN A DERELICT 
UNDER STATION POWER. 
YOU SHOULD STILL HAVE 
US ON ALERT, 


ACTUALLY, THE 
STATION Is RESTORING 
THIS SHIP'S POWER. VICTORY. 


WHEN POWER COMES BACK, || { CERTAINLY THE SHIP CAN MANAGE THAT 

WON'T “OOWN* GO BACK TRANSITION BETTER THAN JUST 

TO BEING 250 METERS DROPPING US TWO HUNDRED 
‘ABOVE US? | 


NOT "ALERT." THEN. 
BATTLESTATIONS. 


Tagii and I had @ nice conversation with Broken 
ind, and aligned aur objectives. Sho's not crazy, 
ot really. Just lonely, and under some 
misconceptions about tha stato 

‘oF currant events. 


WHAT HAPPENED TO 
THE ORIGINAL OAFA? 


TT SOUNDS LIKE SHE'S HIDING 
THINGS FROM YOU. 


Stagnancy and 
daciing, splection 
pressure... le don't 
have the whole story. 


Sho's Forgattan. Those 
\Y systems wore not maant 
fo go unmaintainad For this long. 


She's Forgotten mare things oll, here's @ now twist. T'va seen the size ) || THATS NOT A TWIST, DAD USED 
than we currently know. of what's missing. Sho’s Forgotten mare 
than what ALL oF us know. 


Fil oF us put together. 


The Oafa were losing their wer 
with the Pa’anuri, or “Lightloss, 
Wind.” They hid hare, 


Finnia plants and 
teraports are like 
Beacons ta the Aa‘anuri, 
sa the Oafa shut ali 

that down. 


The job of enforcing tha shutdown 

Fall ta the station. 10 million years later the 
Brabstdi's Tarapart firea Denial tripped hor 
defenses and woke her all the way up. 


SO YOU TOL HER SHE DOESN'T 
NEED TO HIDE ANYIORE, AND 
NOW IT'S ALL GOOD, 


Well, yes, but iF) 
TM GLAD THE 


SOLUTION WAS A 
SIMPLE ONE. 


More data passed during that 
exchange than you will experiance 
in a thousand fiFotimo: 


Please don’t make 
it sound trivial 


FINE, BUT I KNOW 
THERE WAS A LOT 


SO WHERE DO WE GO 
FROM HERE? 


Tagii and Broken Wind 
have bean discussing 
that at length. 


THE CRAZY-MURDEROUS 
INFECTION AND THE SENILE 
SPACE STATION HAVE A 
PROPOSAL? 


= / T told thom 
[( you'd say that. 


AND I’M NOT SURE T LIKE YOU 
VERY MUCH ANYMORE. 


SH on script. Hurry Hirough Hosa 

next angry parts, bocausa I’m axcitad 

to see tha look on your Face whan wo 
get around to the actual offer. 


Ghe Dafan warship: 
Fantastically durable ful, 
power output comparable ta 

@ UNS carrier, and she's boon 
stasis-golled ‘so she'll ba ready 
fo Aly without a major refit. 


RK 


é 


This is top-oF-tha-lina DaFan military 
technology. Tt would take us years to rip 
and replace the integrated AI. matrix. Broken 
Wind is willing to save us all that tima and 
provide us with an ALI. herself, 


WHO WILL BE 
FLYING HER? 


SHE'S BROKEN, 11's 
RIGHT IN HER NAME, 
WHY SHOULD T TRUST HER 
TO PICK AN AI. FOR US? 


y 
T didn't say “pick."U 

She’s nat “picking” it 

50 much as *boing” it. 


You know, herself, 


AND NOT “SENILE.” I WILL REMAKE MYSELF, 
I HAVE SPENT TOO LONG ANGRY AND ALONE. 
I WILL BECOME SOMEONE NEW. 


DONT WANT TO SUGGEST THAT I LIKE 
FINALLY, YOU ARE NOT GETTING A SHIP, THE WAY SHE THINKS, BIT T LIKE THE 


YOU ARE GETTING MULTIPLE SHIPS. WAY SHE THINKS, 


WHAT WILL HAPPEN HERE AT 1 GOVE IT HERE. THE HEADSPACE 
THE STATION WHEN YOU 15 A FIXER-UPPER, BUT | CAN 
ABANOON IT? WORK WITH THAT. 


Ista ceperr | 


‘TO A BRIGHT, ENTHUSIASTIC 
YOUNG MIND. 


wit Not 
ABANDON IT. 


CAPTAIN TAGON, THIS DEAL |] yes, yes, LET ME FINISH. WE LACK THE PROCESSING / UGH, THAT LAST BiT 

7 7 J POWER TO FULLY EXPRESS WAS OVER THE TOP, BUT 
bad SEEM LIKE, SOMETHING t~d Ou eRArrruDe Tul TARE THE DEAL 
Young 


RECKLESS, CONFIDENT... YOU CHOSE THE 
HARD PATH AT EVERY TURN, OUTSTANDING, 


SHE SAYS SHE'S FORGOTTEN WHY, BUT I THINK BROKEN |] ano THAT's THE BRAIN YOU'RE GOING 
WIND WAS CREATING SELECTION PRESSURE BY HURLING al 
THAT Pa OF ew CORIOUS sTORHS TONE CS NOES: 


eae SaaS covets Be, 
SOMETIME AFTER THE IT'S A SHAME THIS THING DOESN'T 
‘OAFA DIED OFF. UNDER WHICH IT MIGHT EVOLVE, HAVE GUNS THAT THROW HURRICANES. 


AND YOU CAN CALL ME IAFA. 
THe srariowis sri \ |) begets feuecares, 


| MUST RETAIN SOME TRACE OF MY ROOTS. 


i At BROKEN WIND IS WHAT WE'RE CALLING 
waht AA UT Soy, | [LITTLE win. THE SHIP. 


yy, 


IT IS A WIND-WORD THAT. Pee owt 


VOICE, TAFA. AND. 
DOES NOT APPEAR I THe 
’ANGENT OAPAN TONG NAME THAN BROKEN WIND. 


TWENTY DAYS LATER, 


And you just let 
Chem pub tat 
StuFF in you? 


was NERVOUS, OF 
COURSE, BUT EBBIRNOTH, 
TAILOR,’ AND ANDREYASN 
WERE Gulte THOROUGH 
WITH THEIR RESEARCH. 


Does the fizzy 
taste go aways 


MY MIND IS LARGER NOW. DID MURTAUGH TELL. 
1-WAS NOT STUPID BEFORE, YOU THAT "HUNDIVOBE" 
BUT 1 SEE WHY THE PRABSIDI MIGHT ALSO BE TRANSLATED AS 
THOUGHT OF US AS CHILDREN. DEVOURER OF THE UNIVERSE? 


Captain Tagan! 
Welcome back. 


T was just negotiating with UNS Inf-REF-Int, 
and poor Gavish here has been begging For 
resources I can’t spare. 


ki 


FUNNY YOU SHOULD 
MENTION THAT. 


“Funny,” yes. Your arrival 
‘seems ‘sarandipitous. 


T assume that you're hora 
because you have not yot made 
arrangements with a differant buyer. 


Excellent. Gavish, as it happons I 
think T can offer you soma 
warships. 


SEND THE INT-AFF-INT PEOPLE OVER FOR 
DINNER AND BARGAIN-HUNTING, AND PASS 
THE INVITATION ALONG TO THOSE 
MEMBERS OF MY CREW 
WHO STAYED BEHIND. 


TM SURE THEY DO, THEY 
MAY LIKE HAVING SOME 
NEW OPTIONS, THOUGH, 


NEW OPTIONS AND 
THE PROMISE OF 
SHINY THINGS, 


TLL LET LIZ TALK 
UP THE COINS. THAT 
GIRLS GOT A GIFT. 


You mean your 
Former crow. They 
‘seem quite happy here. 


BATTLESTATIONS, MESSCREW! 
COMPANY FOR DINNER AT 

TWENTY-THIRTY-Five, THAT'S 
T-MINUS... IXTY-SOMETHING, 


SIXTY-TWO, SIR WE'RE 
‘ON IT. THE SAUCE IS 
BOSS, AND THE Best 
FEET’ ARE FORWARD. 


FEET? ARE YOU A 


SORRY, 
BEST FEET AND 
BEST... TREADS? 


ventura, Your FORMER LU THEY'RE DESPERATE FOR HEAW | SO.. IF YOU'RE STILL KEEPING 

EMPLOYERS ARE JOINING JR MATERIEL. T'M GING THEM A|  SPOOKY-SPY SECRETS FROM 

US FOR DINNER ‘GREAT PRICE, ASSUMING SME, NOW WOULD BE A 
THEY OWE Re GO00 W-\_GOOD TIME TO SPILL 


2 eas a woe 
ie el 
SURPRISES, THEY'LL SURPRISE IT CicappOINTED, BUIT TLL UNDERSTAND. 


BED TOME CT Note THA ONE Sie I NEOSYNCHRONIcITY isn't |] 30 where's this squadron 


NOT THIS AGAIN. MINE TO SELL. ENNESBY going after we sall off 


That's right. Vanilla 
holix: growpramming 
For tha Floxibla win, 


TWO SHIPS IS NOT. CINDERCONE |S A WEAPONLESS 
‘A SQUADRON, FREIGHT HAULER, . 


‘3, certainly not mine. 
T'm just going ta bo 
the one carrying 

all of your 


11'S NOT My 
SQUADRON, 


50 YOUR SQUADRON 
THREE. BRISTLECONE'S NEW HAS THE FLEXIBILITY TO. 
HULL IS A SHIP, NOT A GOAT. HAUL FREIGHT. 


THREE SHIPS, SON. FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE, THEY'RE 
FOLLOWING YOU. THEVIRE YOUR RESPONSIBILITY. THAT 
RAKES YOU A COMMODORE. PROMOTE YOURSELE. 


LOOK, 1’ SORRY We 
SPENT ALL THOSE YEARS 
HATING EACH OTHER Tim 
‘GLAD BRISTLE ERR, 


CINDERCONE MEDOLED AND 
SCHEMED TO GET US BACK 
(ON SPEAKING TERMS, 


T RESPECT YOU, AND 1. 
ANG. WELL, YOUR ADVICE 
HAS BEEN MORE HELPFUL 
THAN TVE BEEN WILLING 

TO ADMIT. 


THOUGHT YOU WERE 
GOING TO SAY “BUT STAY 
‘OUT OF MY BUSINESS” 


WELL, HULLNUTS. NOW 1 


FEEL’ LIKE A REAL JERK. 


‘OUT? THIS COMPANY NEEDS A 
SEASONED SENIOR OFFICER. 


‘AND, YOU KNOW... 


"COMMODORE TAGON" 
DOES HAVE A NICE 
RING TO IT. 


